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ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviation

AC
AlL
AONB
BEIS
DC
DCLG
DCO
dDCO
DECC
dML
DNO
EA
EHDC
EIA
EMF
ES

EU
EXA
FRA
GB

Gl
HBC
HCC
HDD
HE

HE

Term in Full

Alternating Current

Abnormal Indivisible Load

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
Direct Current

Department for Communities and Local Government
Development Consent Order

Draft Development Consent Order
Department for Energy and Climate Change
Deemed Marine Licence

Distributed Network Operators

Environment Agency

East Hampshire District Council
Environmental Impact Assessment
Electromagnetic Field (or Force)
Environmental Statement

European Union

Examining Authority

Flood Risk Assessment

Great Britain

Ground Investigation

Havant Borough Council

Hampshire County Council

Horizontal Directional Drilling

Highways England

Historic England
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Abbreviation

HIA
HPC
HVAC
HVDC
DB
JNCC
LHB
LPA
MCA
MCZ
MMO
MoD
MPA
NE
NETS
NFFO
NG
NGET
NPPF
NPPG
NPS
NSIP
NtM
NTS
OHL
O&M
ONS
oS
PA 2008

AQUI

Term in Full

Health Impact Assessment

Horndean Parish Council

High Voltage Alternating Current

High Voltage Direct Current

Internal Drainage Board

Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Langstone Harbour Board

Local Planning Authority

Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Marine Conservation Zone

Marine Management Organisation
Ministry of Defence

Marine Protection Area

Natural England

National Electricity Transmission System
National Federation of Fishermen's Organisations
National Grid

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
National Planning Policy Framework
National Planning Practice Guidance
National Policy Statement

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
Notice to Mariners

Non-Technical Summary

Overhead Lines

Operations and Maintenance

Office for National Statistics

Ordnance Survey

Planning Act 2008 (as amended)
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Abbreviation

AQUI

Term in Full

PCC Portsmouth City Council

PCz Primary Consultation Zone

PCI Project of Common Interest

PEI Preliminary Environmental Information
PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report
PINS Planning Inspectorate

PPG Planning Practice Guidance

PPS Planning Policy Statement

PRA Preliminary Risk Assessment

PRF Potential Roost Feature

PRR Portable Relay Room

PRMS Pressure Reduction and Metering Station
PRoW Public Right of Way

RNLI Royal National Lifeboat Institution

SDNPA South Downs National Park Authority
SINC Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
SoCC Statement of Community Consultation
SoS Secretary of State

TCE The Crown Estate

TCPA 1990 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
TH Trinity House

WCC Winchester City Council

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1.

1111

11.1.2.

1.1.1.3.

1.1.1.4.

1.2.

1.2.1.1.

1.21.2.

1.21.3.

INTRODUCTION

AQUIND Limited (‘the Applicant’) is proposing to construct and operate an electricity
interconnector between France and the UK known as AQUIND Interconnector (‘the
Project’). Electricity interconnectors are the physical links which allow the transfer of
electricity across borders.

The Project comprises a new marine and onshore High Voltage Direct Current
(‘HVDC’) power cable transmission link between Normandy in France and Eastney,
Hampshire, converter stations in both England and France and infrastructure
necessary to facilitate the import and export of electricity between both countries.

The purpose of the Project is to make a significant contribution towards increasing
the cross-border capacity between the UK and France (providing a net capacity of
2,000 megawatts (‘MW")).

The Secretary of State (‘SoS’) has directed that the UK elements of AQUIND
Interconnector should be treated as development for which development consent
under the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘PA 2008’) is required. As such, the Applicant has
submitted an application to the Secretary of State via the Planning Inspectorate
(‘PINS’) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCQO’) under the PA 2008 to construct
and operate the UK elements of AQUIND Interconnector (the ‘DCO Application’).
The UK elements of the Project are also referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’.

PURPOSE OF THE CONSULTATIONREPORT

The PA 2008 requires applicants of a DCO to carry out pre-application consultation
and publicity with arange of people about the proposed DCO application. Applicants
have a duty, under Section 49 of the PA 2008, to have regard to relevant responses
to that consultation and publicity.

The PA 2008 requires applicants to submit a Consultation Report giving details of
what has been done in compliance with the legal requirements to carry out pre-
application consultation, any relevant responses received and the regard had by the
applicant of any relevant responses.

This document is the Applicant's Consultation Report submitted in support of the
DCO Application. It explains and provides evidence of how the Applicant has
complied with the provisions of the PA 2008 and how the consultation has influenced
the Proposed Development set out in the DCO Application.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022
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1.2.1.4. Prior to the statutory pre-application consultation undertaken in compliance with the
PA 2008, the Applicant undertook a stage of non-statutory pre-application
consultation together with a significant amount of engagement with relevant
stakeholders and consultees. This activity is also described in this Report.
Engagement with stakeholders is still ongoing.

1.2.15. AQUIND Interconnector was awarded 'Project of Common Interest' (PCI) status in
March 2018, and is also therefore required to comply with the requirements of the
Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17
April 2013 on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure (the ‘Ten-E
Regulations’) in relation to consultation carried out both in the UK and in France. This
Report details how the Applicant has satisfied the requirements of the Ten-E
Regulations, which can be found at Chapter 5.4.

1.3. CONTENT OF REPORT
1.3.1.1. The following table sets out the content and summarises the structure of the Report.

Table 1-1 - Chapter and Description
Chapter and Description

Chapters 1 to 3 introduce the Report, give an overview of the consultation and
engagement carried out to date and describe the key components of the Proposed
Development.

Chapter 4 sets out the legislative process and guidance underpinning the need to carry
out pre-application consultation and preparation of the Consultation Report.

Chapter 5 describes the Applicant’s approach to consultation with regard to the PA 2008
and accompanying guidance.

Chapter 6 provides an overview of the EIA scoping under the TCPA and MCAA regime,
the NSIP regime, and the relevant Habitats regulations consultation undertaken.

Chapter 7 gives an overview of the initial engagement activity undertaken, prior to the
January — February 2018 consultation, which represents the non-statutory stage of
consultation.

Chapter 8 provides details about the January to February 2018 non-statutory
consultation.

Chapter 9 provides an overview of the activity and engagement undertaken during the
period between the close of the January to February 2018 non-statutory consultation and
prior to the statutory consultation beginning in February 2019.

Chapter 10 explains how the non-statutory consultation informed the development of the
Proposed Development and the evolution of the proposals up to statutory consultation.

Chapter 11 describes the statutory consultation undertaken and responses received
under Section 42 of PA 2008.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
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1.3.2.
1.3.2.1.

1.3.2.1.
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Chapter and Description

Chapter 12 explains how the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) was
developed, consulted upon and finalised.

Chapter 13 sets out the activity undertaken in compliance with Section 48 of the PA
2008.

Chapter 14 provides detail about the statutory consultation undertaken in compliance
with Section 47 of the PA 2008, as well as summarises the feedback received, and
regard had by the Applicant from respondents under Section 47 and 48 of the PA 2008.

Chapter 15 explains the activity undertaken during a period of targeted consultation
following the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period.

Chapter 16 provides an overview of the consultation and engagement undertaken by the
Applicant following the close of the February to April 2019 statutory consultation.

Chapters 17 explains what changes were made to the Proposed Development as a
result of the statutory consultation.

Chapters 18 to 19 provide confirmation of adherence to the General Data Protection
Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR) and a conclusion to the document.

INITIAL ENGAGMENT AND NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION

Priorto the Section 35 Direction from the SoS, the Application was progressing under
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA 1990) regime (onshore) and the
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA 2009) (offshore). The Applicant
commenced pre-application engagement with the Marine Management Organisation
(MMO) in September 2016 and with the local planning authorities (LPAs) and
highways authorities (Hampshire County Council (HCC) and Portsmouth City Council
(PCC)) from February 2017. Engagement and informal consultation with these
stakeholders together with technical stakeholders (through the environmental impact
assessment (EIA) process), landowners, political representatives (local planning
authority members and MPs), parish councils and the local community have been
ongoing throughout the pre-application period at appropriate times.

The Applicant undertook an initial round of non-statutory consultation with the local
community and stakeholders between 3 January and 24 February 2018. This
included three public exhibition events held on 24, 26 and 27 January 2018 within
close proximity to the area potentially affected by the Proposed Development. The
venues for these events were chosen as they were located close to land potentially
affected by the project and were available during the required timeframe.
Consultation materials including exhibition boards, feedback forms, an information
leaflet and a ‘Non-Technical’ Summary document giving an overview of the Proposed
Development were produced and are described in Chapter 8. Copies of all materials

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
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1.3.2.4.

1.3.25.

1.3.2.6.

1.3.2.7.

1.3.2.8.

1.3.2.9.
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are included in Appendices 5.1.5A to 5.1.5G. Respondents were able to provide
feedback via a hard copy feedback form at the events, via freepost following the
event, or via downloading the feedback form from the Proposed Development
website and returning it via email.

The consultation was advertised via a large variety of means and feedback was
sought on specific elements of the Proposed Development set out within the scope
of consultation outlined in Chapter 8.2.

In addition to the local community consultation, the Applicant also had meetings with
several key stakeholders, as described further in Chapter 8.6.

All feedback submitted by the deadline of 24 February 2018 was analysed and used
to help further refine the Proposed Development. No feedback was received after the
deadline.

As a result of the feedback received throughout this period and up to the beginning
of the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period, the Applicant made a
number of alterations to the Proposed Development, including:

* Revisions to the marine cable corridor;
* Confirmation of the preferred Landfall at Eastney;

* Revisions and refinements to the onshore cable corridor from the Landfall
to the Converter Station, including specific amendments to the site
boundaries, and cable route options in each Section of the route; and

* A single preferred location for the Converter Station, with greater detail
about its proposed design and measures to mitigate its impact on the
surrounding environment.

A full table of refinements made following the non-statutory consultation and ongoing
engagement prior to the February - April 2019 statutory consultation can be found in
Table 10.1

The January - February 2018 non-statutory consultation was undertaken prior to the
Proposed Development being directed into the PA 2008 regime, when a planning
application was intended to be submitted to each of the relevant local planning
authorities pursuant to the TCPA 1990 and that an application for a marine licence
would be made to the MMO under the MCAA 20089.

The January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation was carried out in
accordance with the requirements of Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2013 on guidelines for trans-European
energy infrastructure (the Ten-E Regulations), with the Proposed Development
having been designated a Project of Common Interest status at that time.

Full details of the January - February 2018 non-statutory consultation can be found
in Chapter 8.
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At a later date, the Applicant applied for a direction under Section 35 of the PA 2008
to designate the Proposed Development as a development requiring the submission
of an application for a DCO.

Further information about the Section 35 direction process and the Applicant's
approach to consultation on the Proposed Development thereafter can be found in
Chapter 5.

February — April 2019 Statutory Consultation

The Applicant undertook further consultation between 27 February 2019 and 29 April
2019 in accordance with the requirements of Section 42, 46, 47, 48 and 49 of the PA
2008.

Section 42: A letter, with a copy of the Section 48 notice, Consultation Newsletter
and Red Line Plan (A3) was sent to all Section 42 consultees (and non-statutory
consultees) with details of where to view the Consultation Documents on 25 February
2019. Section 42 (1)(a), (aa), (b) consultees (and non-statutory consultees) also
received a USB device containing the Consultation Documents. The enclosed
documents and covering letter set out the timescales for responding to the
consultation, aswell as explaining the methods of communication that were available
to submit comments on the Proposed Development. Detailed information about this
can be found in Chapter 11. Letters informing of the consultation were also sent to
a list of non-statutory consultees and addresses within a Primary Consultation Zone
agreed with the relevant local authorities.

Section 46: Notification to the Secretary of State (via the Planning Inspectorate) of
the proposed application was issued by the Applicant on 25 February 2019 in line
with the requirements set out under Section 46 of the PA 2008. This notification
included such information in relation to the proposed application as would be supplied
to consultees for the purpose of complying with Section 42 as noted above. Detailed
information about this can be found in Chapter 11.3.

Section 47: A Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) was prepared for the
Proposed Development. As required by the PA 2008 (Section 47(2)) the Applicant
consulted with the relevant local authorities on the content of the SoCC. Having
regard to their guidance and advice, both formally and informally, the SoCC was
finalised and published appropriately. Thereafter, local community consultation was
undertaken in accordance with the SoCC. Detailed information about this can be
found in Chapter 12.

The Applicant hosted nine public exhibition events within close proximity of the area
potentially affected by the Proposed Development. The venues for these events were
chosen as they were located close to land potentially affected by the Proposed
Development and were available during the required timeframe.

In addition, all consultation documents were available to view at 10 deposit locations
within the administrative areas of East Hampshire District Council, Havant Borough
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Council, Portsmouth City Council and Winchester City Council, and online via the
Proposed Development’s UK consultation website at www.aquindconsultation.co. uk.

The Applicant also held a number of meetings with local community groups
throughout the consultation period to introduce the proposals and answer questions
from members of the local community.

The consultation was advertised by a wide variety of means, and all feedback
received by the deadline of 29 April 2019 (with postal submissions being accepted
up to three working days after this deadline, ie 2 May 2019) was considered by the
Applicant. Feedback received after the deadline was also accepted and considered
alongside other feedback. Feedback could be provided via hard copy feedback forms
at the public exhibitions (or via freepost envelope). The feedback form was also
available to download from the Proposed Development website and could be
returned by email or Freepost.

Section 48: As required under Section 48 of the PA 2008, the Applicant prepared a
notice in accordance with paragraph (3) of Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations,
which was published in local and national newspapers, the London Gazette, Lloyd's
List and a relevant fishing trade journal (Fishing News). Detailed information about
this can be found in Chapter 13.

Section 49: The Applicant had regard to all relevant responses received to the
statutory consultation. A summary of alterations made to the Proposed Development
as a result of the responses received is included in Chapter 17.

Full details of the February — April 2019 statutory consultation can be found in
Chapters 11 to 14.

September — October 2019 Targeted Consultation

A further targeted consultation was undertaken inrelation to small areas of additional
land which had been identified as necessary for inclusion in the Order Limits following
the February — April 2019 consultation, for example additional landscape mitigation
around the Converter Station. Consultation letters were sent to specific consultees
who had an interest in the relevant pieces of land and commenced on 3 September
running for 28 days from the day of receipt of the consultation material to 3 October
2019. Further information on this consultation is provided in Chapter 15.
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Reponses to Feedback Provided under Section 42, 47 and 48 of the PA 2008

Overall, the February — April 2019 statutory consultation resulted in 155 responses
from the local community and general public (Section 47 and Section 48
respondents?) and 45 responses from statutory consultees (Section 42 respondents).

The key themes that arose in responses to the statutory consultation under Section
47 and Section 48 can be summarised as follows:

* Landscape and visual impact of the Converter Station;
* Design of the Converter Station and landscape mitigation;
* Noise during construction and operation of Converter Station;

* Seasonalfrush hour traffic conflicts during construction (e.g. sporting
events, summer holidays) along the underground cable route;

* Highway disruption during cable installation;

* Landfall location and impacts to marine life and wildlife;
* Lighting atthe Converter Station; and

* Access to properties during cable installation.

The responses to the statutory consultation under Section 42 largely echoed the
Section 47 and 48 responses with additional concerns including:

* Site selection;
* Landscape and visual,
* Heritage assets; and

* Management of cable installation with other development and events in the
area.

In addition, following a further period of targeted consultation with consultees holding
an interest in some newly identified areas of land, which took place between 3
September 2019 and 3 October 2019, an additional six responses were received.
Feedback at this stage was based on individual issues related to individuals’ access
to land, Highways Authority considerations and commercial issues raised by service
providers.

Following the statutory consultation, the Applicant engaged further with the local
planning and highway authorities, Highways England and others. The meetings were
productive, with continual refinement of the Proposed Development to ensure that

1 As no respondents stated specifically that they were notified under Section 48, all public responses have
been collected and analysed together in Chapter 14 (even though some may have responded as a result of
viewing the Section 48 notice).
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regard was had to the comments raised, in so far as possible. Further information
about this can be found in Chapter 16.

Changes to the Proposed Development as a result of feedback

1.3.2.29. A number of changes have been made as a result of the statutory consultation.
These include:

* Discounting of cable route options confirming use of Horizontal Directional
Drilling in certain locations to minimise impacts on residents and
environment;

* Addition of small areas of land to enable further landscape mitigation for
the Converter Station;

* Progression of design and landscape principles for the Converter Station in
consultation with relevant local authorities;
1.3.2.30. An overview of the changes is set out in Chapter 17 at Table 17.6.

1.3.2.31. The Plate below illustrates how the Proposed Development has been refined through
the pre-application process in response to feedback and ongoing technical work.
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Plate 1-1 - Refinement of the Proposed Development through the pre-application

process

1.3.2.32. Statements of Common Ground are being progressed with certain stakeholders,
including the host local planning and highway authorities and relevant statutory
undertakers.

1.4. COMPLIANCE AND CONCLUSION

14.1.1. This Report provides details of the pre-application consultation, engagement and

publicity that the Applicant undertook and sets out how the Applicant has had regard
to the relevant responses received during the pre-application consultation and how
the proposals have evolved in response to that feedback.

14.1.2. This Report forms part of the Applicant’s application to the Secretary of State for
AQUIND Interconnector.
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EXPLANATORY TEXT

21.

2.1.1.1.

2.1.1.2.

2.1.1.3.

OVERVIEW

This Consultation Report describes the consultation and engagement activities
undertaken by the Applicant in relation to the proposals for an electricity
interconnector between France and the UK (the ‘Proposed Development’).

This section of the Report responds to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) Advice Note
14: Compiling the Consultation Report, which sets out that the applicant should set
the scene and provide an overview of the whole pre-application stage through
‘Explanatory Text'.

The table below sets out a summary of the pre-application consultation activities.

Table 2-1 - Summary of pre-application consultation activity

Date

Consultation

Further
information

September 2016
—January 2018

January -
February 2018

February —
August 2018

July 2018

August 2018 -
January 2019

February — April
2019

February — April
2019

Introduction to the Proposed Development
and Early Information Engagement (under
TCPA and MCAA)

Non-Statutory Consultation period
Further Non-Statutory Engagement (under
TCPA and MCAA)

Section 35 Direction — consultation on the
Proposed Development now needs to be
carried out pursuant to the PA 2008

SoCC Development and Consultation

Statutory Consultation — Section 42

Statutory Consultation — Section 47

Chapter 7 of the
Consultation Report

Chapter 8 of the
Consultation Report

Chapters 9 of the
Consultation Report

Chapter 9 of the
Consultation Report

Chapter 12 of the
Consultation Report

Chapter 11 of the
Consultation Report

Chapter 14 of the
Consultation Report

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR
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Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited
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November 2019
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Date Consultation Further
information
February — April  Statutory Consultation — Section 48 Chapter 13 of the
2019 Consultation Report
April — October Post statutory consultation engagement Chapter 16 of the
2019 Consultation Report
September - Targeted consultation Chapter 15 of the
October 2019 Consultation Report
2.1.1.4. A full summary of consultation activity undertaken, in chronological order, can be

found in Chapter 3. A timeline showing key milestones and consultation activity
undertaken can also be found in Chapter 3 (Table 3.1).
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INTRODUCTION

3.1.

3.1.1.1.

3.1.1.2.

3.1.1.3.

3.1.14.

3.2.

3.2.1.1.

3.2.1.2.

3.2.1.3.

INTRODUCTION

AQUIND Limited (‘the Applicant’) is proposing to construct and operate an electricity
interconnector between France and the UK known as AQUIND Interconnector (‘the
Project’). Electricity interconnectors are the physical links which allow the transfer of
electricity across borders.

The Project comprises a new marine and onshore High Voltage Direct Current
(‘HVDC’) power cable transmission link between Normandy in France and Eastney,
Hampshire, converter stations in both England and France and infrastructure
necessary to facilitate the import and export of electricity between both countries.
The purpose of the Project is to make a significant contribution towards increasing
the cross-border capacity between the UK and France (providing a net capacity of
2,000 megawatts (‘MW")).

The Secretary of State (‘'SoS’) has directed, under Section 35 of the Planning Act
2008 (the ‘PA 2008’), that the UK elements of AQUIND Interconnector should be
treated as a development for which development consent under the PA 2008 is
required. As such, the Applicant has submitted an application to the SOS via the
Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCQO’) under PA
2008 to construct and operate the UK elements of AQUIND Interconnector (the
‘Proposed Development’). Prior to the issuing of the Section 35 Direction the
Applicant was progressing the consenting of the Proposed Development under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (‘TCPA 1990’) and Marine and Coastal Access
Act 2009 (‘(MCAA 2009".

PURPOSE OF THIS CONSULTATION REPORT

The PA 2008 requires applicants of a DCO to carry out pre-application consultation
and publicity with a range of people about the proposed DCO application. Applicants
have a duty, under Section 49 of the PA 2008, to have regard to relevant responses
to that consultation and publicity.

Section 37(3)(c) of the PA 2008 requires applicants to submit a Consultation Report
giving details of what has been done in compliance with the legal requirements to
carry out pre-application consultation, any relevant responses received and the
regard had by the applicant of any relevant responses.

This document is the Applicant’s consultation report submitted in support of the DCO
Application. It explains and provides evidence of how the Applicant has complied with
the provisions of the PA 2008 and how the consultation has influenced the Proposed
Development set out in the DCO Application.
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3.2.1.4. Section 37(7) of the PA 2008 defines "the consultation report" as a report giving
details of:

* What has been done in compliance with Section 42 (duty to consult
statutory consultees), Section 47 (duty to consult the local community) and
Section 48 (duty to publicise) in relation to a proposed application that has
become an application;

* Any relevant responses received to the formal consultation carried out; and

* The account taken by the Applicant of any such relevant responses (further
to the duty to have regard to responses to consultation and publicity
provided for at Section 49 of the PA 2008).

3.2.15. Legislation and guidance in relation to carrying out the consultation and compiling the
Consultation Report is set out in Chapter 4 together with confirmation of how the
Applicant has complied with it.

3.2.1.6. Prior to the Section 35 Direction being issued, the Applicant had undertaken non-
statutory consultation and engagement with relevant local authorities, statutory
consultees, stakeholders and the local community. This activity influenced the
refinement of the Proposed Development and this is also described in this Report.
Engagement with these parties has been ongoing throughout the pre-application

period.
3.3. PROJECT OF COMMONINTEREST
3.3.1.1. AQUIND Interconnector was awarded 'Project of Common Interest' (‘PCI’) status in

March 2018 and, as aresult, is also required to comply with the requirements of the
Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17
April 2013 on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure (the Ten-E
Regulations) in relation to consultation carried out both in the UK and in France. For
the purposes of the Ten-E Regulations, the Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy is the competent authority and following the issue of the
section 35 direction PINS is responsible for facilitating and co-ordinating the permit
granting process for the Proposed Development having been delegated that function
for PCI's for which development consent is the primary consent required.

3.3.1.2. The Applicant's strategy for pre-application consultation has been developed to
comply with the requirements of the Ten-E Regulations and the PA 2008 (at the times
when those were applicable) which provide consultation processes for AQUIND
Interconnector in relation to the Proposed Development, and the Project (in respect
of the TEN-E Regulations, detailed at Chapter 5.4.
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3.4.1.1.

3.4.1.2.

3.4.2.

3.4.2.1.

3.4.2.2.

3.4.2.3.

3.4.2.4.

3.4.25.
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THE APPLICANT AND THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
THE APPLICANT

The Applicant is a UK-registered company with the sole business of developing and
operating AQUIND Interconnector, a proposed electricity interconnector between the
south of England (Lovedean, Hampshire) and Normandy in France.

The Applicant has taken a positive approach to pre-application consultation with the
local community in the vicinity of the location of the proposals for AQUIND
Interconnector and with all relevant stakeholders. The Applicant recognises the
contribution that consultation feedback brings to the Proposed Development and has
therefore had regard to the comments of those consultees and responses to publicity
to help shape the planning, assessment and design process for the proposed
AQUIND Interconnector. Feedback from the local community, stakeholders and
consultees has formed a central role in the development of the plans for the Proposed
Development throughout the pre-application process.

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

An interconnector is the physical link that allows the transmission of electricity
between borders, improving competition in energy markets, security and flexibility of
supply.

The Project would enable electricity to be transmitted from France to the UK and vice
versa. The Project is comprised of three parts: onshore elements in the UK; marine
elements between the British and French coastlines and onshore elements in France.
Electricity would be transmitted as high voltage direct current (HVDC) using
underground and marine cables.

Within the UK and France electricity is transmitted by national transmission network
operators using high voltage alternating current (HVAC). It is therefore necessary for
HVAC to be converted to HVDC at one end of the interconnector and back to HVAC
at the other end. This conversion of electricity from one type of current to another is
carried out in a facility known as a converter station.

The DCO Application and this Consultation Report relate only to the elements of the
interconnector which would be located in the UK and the UK Marine Area (referred
to as the Proposed Development).

The Proposed Development comprises:
* HVDC marine cables;
*  HVDC underground cables;
e Converter Station;
* HVAC cables; and

* Fibre optic data transmission cables and associated infrastructure.
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3.4.2.6. The marine components of the Proposed Development are all of that part of the
Project within the UK Marine Area (defined by Section 42 of the Marine and Coastal
Access Act 2009 (the 'MCAA 2009") as being from the Mean High Water Springs
(‘MHWS’) out to the limit of the UK/France Exclusive Economic Zone (‘EEZ’). Plate
3.1 below shows the geographical location of the marine components.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022
Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

3-15



LT A~ i N - e = W Ay T T T i, G e i il _"'!7::;."3 e ELl ¥ N A s e .

N E i iy A NN s AT P e
e ) 5.

.

S SE0 s T

o = ... IMFrance EET
'_ .j‘-'..l.'__ = r Bourdary
!'Er .u.i'i t'; j!} el B
5 i T P
ey

e 2 4 =

L
X

[
¢
i
5
b
L]
I

A

fCY .2
11‘

4
4
5
i
EF 1'!"
_fg'! me
]
if |
]
FaY
"
%
*
i

_,,
by
T
I
i
:4
F

il
b,

-y
Uik i

e
I

1}".' .

Plate 3-1 - Geographical location of the marine elements of the Proposed Development
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The onshore components of the Proposed Development within England are all
elements of the Proposed Development above the Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS’)

level. Plate 3.2 shows the extent of the onshore elements of the Proposed
Development.

3.4.2.7.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT

As with many large-scale infrastructure projects, consultation and engagement on
the Proposed Development has taken place over a long period of time. Meetings with
stakeholders, technical consultees and the local communities along the proposed
cable route have taken place throughout the pre-application period and remain
ongoing. Further information on meetings with relevant stakeholders and consultees
can be found in Chapters 7, 8, 9, 11, 14, and 16.

The Applicant started work on the Proposed Development in 2014 and identified that
an interconnector between the UK and France would be the most efficient and
beneficial option given market conditions, the long-term trends in European electricity
supply and transmission, and France’s proximity to the UK.

In 2015 National Grid confirmed their substation at Lovedean, near Waterlooville in
Hampshire as the preferred substation which would connect the Proposed
Development to the national electricity network in Great Britain. In June 2016 the
Applicant signed a grid connection offer with National Grid for connection to the
existing Lovedean substation. The Applicant subsequently undertook thorough site
selection and optioneering work to identify preferred locations for the Converter
Station, Landfall and Cable Route.

Work was undertaken to identify appropriate locations in the vicinity of Lovedean
substation where the required Converter Station could be located. Four sites were
initially identified and reduced down to two following a first stage review. Further
detailed work was then undertaken on the remaining two Converter Station site
options, focusing on site suitability from an engineering perspective and the potential
for impacts on the surrounding environment.

In parallel, the Applicant was undertaking an exercise to identify the preferred location
for the Landfall and considering the cable route options to the existing Lovedean
substation from those locations. An initial exercise identified 29 preliminary potential
locations for the Landfall. A feasibility study reduced this to nine, with further
optioneering exercises then being undertaken to identify and assess the potential
cable routes options. The outcome of these studies confirmed the most appropriate
and preferred location for the Landfall to be at Eastney (the ‘Landfall’).

Plate 3.3 summarises the optioneering process undertaken to identify the Convertor
Station site options and Landfall options consulted upon during the statutory
consultation period.
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3.6.

3.6.1.1.

3.6.1.2.

3.6.1.3.
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Stage 1 - Preliminary desktop study
Undertake an appraisal, identify constraints and technical feasibility of potential locations

Stage 2 - Data collation and site visits

Undertake a more detailed analysis of the technical feasibility of potential locations, undertake site
visits, as well as review further information on potential constraints

Stage 3 - Constraints workshop

Workshop to identify preferred locations with interested parties including from technical,
environmental and planning / consents

Stage 4 - Preferred locations

Identify preferred locations through further assessment of the detailed constraints including cable
routing and consultation

Plate 3-3 - Optioneering Process

Further detailed information on the selection process for all components of the
Proposed Development is provided at Chapter 2 of the Environmental Statement
(‘ES”) submitted in support of the Application, Consideration of Alternatives
(document reference: 6.1.2).

SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN

In September 2016, the Proposed Development was introduced to the Marine
Management Organisation (MMO), followed in February 2017 with engagement with
the relevant local planning and highways authorities.

At this stage in the development of the Proposed Development, itwas envisaged that
an application for planning permission would be made to the relevant local authorities
under the TCPA 1990 and that an application for a marine licence would be made to
the MMO under the MCAA 2009. Plans for the public launch of the Proposed
Development were announced in November 2017.

A round of non-statutory consultation took place in January to February 2018. Several
revisions and refinements were made to the Proposed Development as a result of
the non-statutory consultation. An overview of the feedback received, regard had by
the Applicant and a summary of the changes made to the Proposed Development
can be found in Chapter 8.
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On 20 February 2018, the Applicant submitted a request to the MMO for a Scoping
Opinion pursuant to Regulation 13 of the Marine Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2007. On 22 February 2018, the Applicant submitted
requests to the relevant local planning authorities for Scoping Opinions pursuant to
the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017.

Scoping Opinions were received from the four Local Planning Authorities (‘LPA”)
within whose administrative boundaries the Proposed Development would be located
A Scoping Opinion was issued by the MMO relating to the offshore development in
June 2018.

In June 2018 the Applicant made an application to the Secretary of State for a
direction under Section 35 of the PA 2008. In July 2018, the Secretary of State issued
a Section 35 direction under the PA 2008, which resulted in the classification of the
Proposed Development as development for which development consent under the
PA 2008 is required. This resulted in a change of planning regime from TCPA 1990
and required the Applicant to apply for a DCO from the Secretary of State.

Following the Section 35 direction, the Applicant undertook engagement with the
local community, local planning and highways authorities, as well as technical
consultees to inform them of the change in status and prepared for the statutory
consultation phase for its Proposed Development.

An EIA Scoping Report (document ref. 6.3.5.2) was submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate by the Applicant in October 2018 pursuant to the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations 2017). The
Planning Inspectorate consulted with the consultation bodies in accordance with
Regulation 10(6) of the EIA Regulations 2017, following which the Planning
Inspectorate issued a Scoping Opinion in December 2018 (document ref. 6.3.5.3).

A draft Statement of Community Consultation (‘SoCC') was prepared and informally
consulted upon with relevant local authorities during late Autumn 2018.

Following several revisions as a result of informal consultation with the local
authorities, a revised draft SoCC was formally consulted upon with the relevant local
authorities for a period of 28 days commencing on 12 December 2018. Following a
review of feedback during the formal consultation period, a final SoCC was prepared
and made available for inspection by the public. A notification pursuant to Section
47(6) of the PA 2008 was published on 27 February 2018 in the Portsmouth News
and Horndean Post, and on 28 February 2018 in the Hampshire Chronicle. Further
details on the SoCC are provided in Chapter 12.
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The Applicant undertook statutory consultation between 27 February and 29 April
2019. Consultation under Section 42, Section 47 and Section 48 was carried out at
the same time, in order for the consultation period to run concurrently. The deadline
for all responses was 29 April 2019 at midnight (with postal responses being
accepted up to three working days after the deadline, ie 2 May 2019).

Section 42: The Applicant sent letters containing USB memory sticks with the
Consultation Documents on for Section 42(1)(a) and (b) consultees and details of
how to view the Consultation Documents online or in hard copy for Section 42(d)
consultees by first class post on 25 February 2019. Further information about the
Section 42 consultation can be found in Chapter 11. (In addition, a list of non-statutory
consultees was also prepared together with a list of addresses in the Primary
Consultation Zone and letters were sent to them giving details of how to view the
Consultation Documents).

Section 47: The local community consultation was carried out in accordance with the
published SoCC. A newsletter with cover letter was sent on 23 February 2019 to all
addresses within the Primary Consultation Zone (“PCZ”) agreed with local authorities
as part of the SoCC process. This newsletter notified residents of the statutory
consultation, providing an update onthe Proposed Development and setting out how
respondents could provide feedback. Information was also updated on the Proposed
Development website (www.aquindconsultation.co.uk). As set out in the SoCC, nine
consultation events took place in locations along the proposed route corridor and
close to Landfall and the Convertor Station location. Deposit locations as stated in
the SoCC and Section 48 notice were stocked with copies of the consultation
materials (listed in Chapter 11), which were available to review free of charge. Further
information about the Section 47 consultation can be found in Chapters 12 and 14.
Section 48: The Section 48 notice (see Chapter 13 and Appendix 5.1.4A) was
published in local, national and trade press, the London Gazette, Lloyd's List and
Fishing News. The notice appeared on 27 and 28 February 2019 and 6 March 2019.
A copy of the Section 48 notice was included in a pack of information issued to
Section 42 consultees.

Following the close of consultation, feedback was analysed and an update was
issued via newsletter to the local community on 20 May 2019. The website was also
updated with a summary of the feedback received to the consultation period.

In between 3 September and 3 October 2019 a small scale ‘Targeted Consultation’
took place to capture additional land identified as required in connection with the
Proposed Development due to further consultation and technical work, for example
land to provide landscape mitigation around the Converter Station. This is described
in more detail in Chapter 15.
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3.6.1.6. As a result of feedback received from respondents under Section 42, 47 and 48,
several changes have been made to the Proposed Development. These are outlined
in Chapter 17.

3.6.1.7. Throughout the period between statutory consultation and application submission,
ongoing engagement has taken place with local authorities, technical consultees and
relevant community representatives and organisations. This activity is explained in
further detail in Chapter 16.

3.7. CONSULTATIONTIMELINE

3.7.1.1. An overview of the consultation undertaken, with key milestones, is summarised in

the table below and described in more detail in this Report. This does not set out a
definitive list of all engagement.
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Table 3-1 - Summary of consultation and engagement undertaken in relation to the Proposed Development

Consultation Phase and activity undertaken Date
Introduction of Proposed Development to MMO 28
September
2016
Introduction of Proposed Development to relevant Local Authorities and early engagement with relevant Local Authorities and statutory consultees February —
May 2017
Update meeting with MMO 29 June
2017
Notice to Mariners Issued July 2017 —
July 2018
Fisheries stakeholder information meetings 18-19
October
2017
Public launch of Proposed Development November
e Letters sent to MPs, LPA members, officers, local community and business groups which included an information leaflet and the offer of a face-to-face briefing (27 2017
November 2017)
e Proposed Development website launched (27 November 2017)
Non-statutory consultation start 3 January
o Meetings with stakeholders, commencing with a meeting with Denmead Parish Council’'s Planning Committee (3 January 2018) I_:ezt?ruar
e Stakeholder invitation issued to invite to consultation events (9 January 2018) 2018 y
e Newsletter and invitation to consultation events sent to 10,013 households and businesses in the vicinity (9 January 2018)
e Pressrelease in local newspapers giving details of consultation events (12 January 2018)
e Letters issued to local business and energy stakeholders (12 January 2018)
e Exhibition invitation issued to venues to display as a poster advertising the consultation events (15 January 2018)
e Advert in local newspapers giving notice of consultation events:
o 13 and 20 January 2018: Southern Daily Echo
o 18 January 2018: Hampshire Chronicle
o 20 January 2018: Portsmouth News
o 24 January 2018: Horndean Post
e Facebook advert made live online (23 January to 24 February 2018)
Consultation events held:
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o Waterlooville Community Centre (24 January 2018)
e Milton Village Community Hall (26 January 2018)
e Lovedean Village Hall (27 January 2018)
Request for Onshore Scoping Opinion under Town and Country Planning Act (“TCPA”) regime 20
February
2018
Request for Marine Scoping Opinion under MCAA 2009 regime 22
February
2018
Non-statutory consultation close 24
February
2018
Feedback press release published in Portsmouth News, Horndean Post, Hampshire Chronicle 6 March
2018
Local community update newsletter issued to those that participated in the consultation, providing update on the feedback received during the non-statutory consultation period 7 March
2018
AQUIND Interconnector granted PCI status March
2018
Ongoing engagement with Local Authorities and key stakeholders March
2018 —
January
2019
Onshore and Marine Scoping Opinions Received under TCPA regime. April, May
and June
2018
Request for Section 35 PA 2008 Direction from SoS 18 June
2018
Section 35 PA 2008 Direction issued by SoS — Proposed Development progresses in line with the PA 2008 requirements — change of planning regime 30 July
2018
AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
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Press release announcing Proposed Development now being required to apply for development consent from the SoS 30 July
2018
Press release regarding Ground Investigation (“GI’) works issued to Portsmouth News, Horndean Post, Hampshire Chronicle 3 August
2018
Update meetings with local authorities to explain the change from TCPA to PA 2008 planning regime 13 August
2018
Briefing note with covering letter and information about the Proposed Development now being a development requiring an application for development consent under the PA 2008 17 August
uploaded to project website 2018
Ground investigation works (Portsmouth area and Converter Station location at Lovedean) and related stakeholder engagement August —
October
2018
Commence informal engagement on SoCC with Local Authorities 28 August
-11
December
2018
Request for EIA Scoping Opinion from PINS 29 October
2018
Project newsletter and information on project website providing an update on the Proposed Development, the DCO process and a summary of feedback from January — February 30 October
2018 non-statutory consultation 2018
Proposed Development Overview issued to stakeholders and individuals that had participated in the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation and uploaded to website. =~ 30 October
2018
EIA Scoping Opinion received from PINS 7
December
2018
Statutory review period for SoCC 12
December
-19
January
2019
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Newsletter issued (2" Class) to homes and businesses most likely affected by the Proposed Development providing information on the proposals, and the consultation process, 23
publicising the SoCC February
2019
Press release announcing publication of the SOCC issued to local press (coverage gained 27 — 28 February 2019) 25
February
2019
Notice given to SoS under Section 46 PA 2008 25
February
2019
Project website updated with Consultation Documents 25
February
2019
Section 42 letters issued to local authorities, the MMO, prescribed bodies and persons with an interest in land 25
February
2019
Publication of consultation materials on project website and Consultation Documents placed on depositin 10 deposit locations: 27
e Beddow Library, Milton, Portsmouth ggi)guary
e Waterlooville Library, Waterlooville
e Horndean Library, Horndean
e Portsmouth City Council Offices, Portsmouth
e Havant Borough Council Offices, Havant
¢ Winchester City Council Offices, Winchester
e Hampshire County Council, Winchester
e Central Library, Portsmouth
e Cosham Library, Portsmouth
e Petersfield Library, Petersfield
Statutory Consultation start 27
February
to 29 April
2019
SoCC made available for public inspection at deposit locations and online on Proposed Development website 27
February
AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
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2019 -29
April 2019
Notice of SOCC published under Section 47(6)(a) of the PA 2008 in: 27 — 28
« Portsmouth News (27 February 2019) ggi’g“ary
e Horndean Post (27 February 2019)
e Hampshire Chronicle (28 February 2019)
Section 48 notices published in: 27— 28
e The Guardian (27 February 2019) E,g:g;,ary /
e Portsmouth News (27 February 2019 and 6 March 2019) 2019
e Horndean Post (27 February 2019 and 7 March 2019)
e Lloyd's List (27 February 2019)
e Fishing News (28 February 2019)
e Hampshire Chronicle (28 February 2019 and 6 March 2019)
e London Gazette (27 February 2019)
Facebook adverts made live online advertising the statutory consultation period to approximately 320,000 individuals living within proximity to the Proposed Development 27
February —
29 April
2019
Posters and site notices placed at key locations in vicinity of cable route, Convertor Station and key locations for the fishing community (at Amber Dock, Eastney Harbour, 27
Langstone Harbour, Selsey Town Centre, Chichester Harbour and Bembridge Harbour) February
2019
Consultation Documents on display in deposit locations 27
e Feedback forms ;8? gufgg
. Freepost_envelopes April 2019
e Consultation Document _
e Non-Technical Summary (NTS) (materials
e PEIR (Preliminary Environmental Information Report) — reference copy, not to be removed delivered to
e Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) —reference copy, not to be removed \égnuedszog
e USBs with all consultation documents pre-loaded an
e Section 48 notice — reference copy, not to be removed g)vzirll;girl(iety
e Contact information cards for 27
February
2019)
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Consultation events undertaken: 7 March —
e Broad Oak Sports & Social Club (7 March 2019) 26“\1%”'

Eastney Community Centre (8 March 2019)

Jubilee Hall, Horndean (14 March 2019)

The Drayton Centre, Portsmouth (16 March 2019)
Waterlooville Community Centre (21 March 2019)

Acorn Community Centre, Waterlooville (22 March 2019)
Deverall Hall, Purbrook (23 March 2019)

Milton Village Community Hall (30 March 2019)
Denmead War Memorial Hall 5 April 2019)

Meetings with community groups (including parish councils) undertaken 6 March —
8 April
2019
Statutory Consultation Close 29 April
2019
Project newsletter circulated and project website updated to summarise key feedback to consultation 20 May
2019
Ongoing engagement with Local Authorities and key stakeholders Ongoing
Targeted consultation period 3
September
-3
October
2019
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STRUCTURE OF THE CONSULTATION REPORT

This Report describes the consultation process that the Applicant has undertaken in
the period leading up to submission of an application for the DCO to demonstrate
compliance with the PA 2008.

Additional engagement undertaken throughout the process that sits outside of the
consultation periods is also described.

Unless otherwise stated, the Report is structured chronologically in terms of
consultation undertaken, the issues raised by consultees, and any subsequent
actions taken by the Applicant.

All feedback has been considered in detail and regard has been had to it in the
development of the Proposed Development.

For the February — April 2019 statutory consultation, the responses to the Section 42
consultation have been summarised individually and responded to. Due to the
number of responses received to the Section 47 consultation and Section 48
publicity, these responses have been summarised and responded to in groups of key
themes, which are outlined in Chapter 14 of this Consultation Report. However, care
has been taken throughout the process to ensure that issues have been recorded,
reviewed and analysed in the context within which they were submitted.

The structure of this Report broadly follows the same chronology, shown in the table
below:

Table 3-2 - Structure of the Consultation Report

Chapter Heading Overview

Chapters 1-6 Executive Summary, Introduction to the Proposed Development,
Explanatory Text, and overview of approach to consultation
Introduction, Legislation, with regard to the PA 2008 and
Approach to Consultation accompanying guidance.

and an overview of the EIA
and Habitats regulations.

Chapter 7 Initial engagement activities Summary of early engagement up to
January 2018.
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Chapter Heading Overview

Chapter 8 Non-statutory consultation: Description of the January - February 2018
January - February 2018 consultation, which represents the non-

statutory stage of consultation?.

Chapter 9 Engagement following non-  Overview of engagement undertaken with
statutory consultation technical bodies, key stakeholders and the

local community between the January -
February 2018 and February — April 2019
consultation periods.

Chapter 10 Evolution of the Proposed Regard had to consultation responses and
Development following non- changes made to the Proposed
statutory consultation Development resulting from the January -

February 2018 consultation.

Chapter 11 Statutory consultation: Description of the statutory consultation,
February — April 2019 and summary of relevant responses received
responses under Section 42 to Section 42 and regard had to
of the PA 2008 responses.

Chapter 12 Statement of Community Description of the drafting and consultation
Consultation (SoCC) undertaken on the SoCC in compliance

with the PA 2008.

Chapter 13 Publicity under Section 48 of Description of the publicity undertaken in

the PA 2008 compliance with Section 48 of the PA
2008.

Chapter 14 Statutory consultation: Description of the consultation under
February — April 2019 and Sections 47 and 48 of the PA 2008,
responses under Section 47 summary of relevant responses received
and 48 of the PA 2008 and regard had to those response.

Chapter 15 Targeted consultation Summary of the targeted consultation

undertaken in September — October 2019.

2 As further explained in Chapter 8, this phase of consultation was undertaken in line with the requirements of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. The Proposed Dewelopment was later afforded the status of
‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’, which requires it to be determined under the 2008 Act by the

Secretary of State.
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Chapter Heading Overview
Chapter 16 Engagement since February Overview of engagement activity
— April 2019 consultation undertaken following the close of the
February — April 2019 consultation.
Chapter 17 Design changes and Overview of the changes made to the
additional mitigation Proposed Development resulting from the
adopted for the application  statutory consultation.
Chapter 18 General Data Protection Overview of the approach to data
Regulation (GDPR) protection, in line with the General Data
Protection Regulation and the Data
Protection Act 2018.
Chapter 19 Conclusion Conclusion, including a statement of

compliance with relevant legislation and
guidance.
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4.
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LEGISLATION, GUIDANCE AND

ADVICE

4.1.

41.1.1.

41.1.2.

4.2.

42.1.1.

42.1.2.

42.1.3.

INTRODUCTION

This chapter sets out the relevant the legislation and guidance to be complied with in
carrying out pre-application statutory consultation and in compiling the Consultation
Report.

The chapter provides references to where in the Report the Applicant describes
activity undertaken in compliance with that legislation and guidance.

THE LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

As set out above, pre-application consultation is a legal requirement for promoters of
developments requiring development consent under the PA 2008 and a part of the
overall application process for DCOs applications. There are a number of legislative
requirements in relation to the consultation processes, which are supported by
guidance which applicants for DCOs must have regard to in accordance with Section
50(3) of the PA 2008. Together, the legislative requirements and the guidance set
the minimum standards to be achieved when undertaking pre-application
consultation.

The legislation and guidance that is relevant to the consultation process for the DCO
application is:
*  Chapter 1 (applications) and Chapter 2 (pre-application procedure) of Part
5 of the PA 2008,;

* Infrastructure Planning (Application: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (“APFP Regulations”);

* Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 (EIA Regulations); and

* Guidance on the pre-application process (Department for Communities and
Local Government, March 2015).

The Applicant has also sought to comply with the following non-statutory Advice
Notes published by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), which are particularly relevant
to the pre-application consultation, including:
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Table 4-1 - Advice Notes
Advice Notes

Advice Note Two: The role of local authorities inthe development consent process
(February 2015);

Advice Note Eight: Overview of the nationally significant infrastructure planning
process for members of the public and others (December 2016);

Advice Note Nine: Rochdale Envelope (July 2018);
Advice Note Twelve: Transboundary Impacts and Process (March 2018); and

Advice Note Fourteen: Compiling the Consultation Report (April 2012).

4.2.1.4. The Applicant has also taken into consideration the Overarching National Policy
Statement (“NPS”) on Energy (EN-1).
4.2.1.5. A brief summary of consultation undertaken in accordance with the EIA and Habitats

Regulations is included in this report in Chapter 6, although the primary focus of the
Report is consultation undertaken in accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the
PA 2008.

4.2.1.6. In addition, and as mentioned above, AQUIND Interconnector has been awarded PCI
status in accordance with the Ten-E Regulations. The Ten-E Regulations also
contain requirements in relation to the consultation on the proposals, which are more
specifically detailed in Chapter 5.4 below.

4.3. THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PA 2008

43.1.1. Section 37(3)(c) requires applicants to submit a consultation report with their
application for a DCO. Section 37(7) of the PA 2008 defines ‘the consultation report’
as a report giving details of:

* What has been done in compliance with Section 42 (duty to consult
statutory consultees), Section 47 (duty to consult the local community) and
Section 48 (duty to publicise) in relation to a proposed application that has
become an application;

* Any relevant responses received to the formal consultation carried out; and

* The account taken by the applicant of any such relevant responses (further
to the duty to have regard to responses to consultation and publicity
provided for at Section 49 of the PA 2008).
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43.1.3.

4.3.1.4.

43.1.5.

4.3.1.6.

43.1.7.

4.3.1.8.
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Section 42 of the PA 2008 provides a duty to consult with the following persons about
a proposed application:

* s42(1)(a) —the relevant prescribed consultees, as listed in column 1 of the table
in Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations 2009;

* s42(1)(aa) — the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) where the proposed
development would, or would be likely to, affect waters in or adjacent to England
up to the seaward limits of the territorial sea or an exclusive economic zone;

* s42(1)(b) — each local authority that is relevant in accordance with Section 43;
* s42(1)(c) — the Greater London Authority if the land is in Greater London?3; and

* s42(1)(d) —those persons within one or more of the categories set out in Section
44,

The approach the Applicant took to identifying Section 42 consultees is set out in
Chapter 11.2. Lists of stakeholders consulted under Section 42 are set out in
Appendix5.1.4B and 5.1.4C.

Section 45 of the PA 2008 requires that the deadline for the receipt of responses to
a consultation under Section 42 is not less than 28 days beginning with the day after
the day on which the person receives the consultation documents.

The Section 42 consultation started on 27 February 2019, the day after the day
Consultation Documents were received and made available in deposit locations and
online. Consultees were given until midnight on 29 April 2019 () within which to
provide responses. Postal responses were accepted up to three working days after
the deadline. In any event the Applicant has had regard to all responses received
after the deadline. This is described in more detail in Chapters 11 to 14.

Section 46 of the PA 2008 sets out that the applicant must supply the SoS with such
information in relation to the proposed application as the applicant would supply to
him for the purpose of complying with Section 42 if the applicant were required to
consult him about the proposed application.

The Applicant sentthe SoS information in compliance with Section 46 on 25 February
2019. A copy of the letter sent to the SoS together with proof of receipt is at Appendix
5.1.4D.

Section 47 of the PA 2008 sets out a duty to consult the local community. It requires
that a statement is produced setting out how the applicant proposes to consult people
living in the vicinity of the land about the proposed application (s47(1)). It requires
that the applicant must consult each local authority that is within Section 43(1) about
what is to be included in that statement, and that the applicant is to have regard to
their responses when preparing that statement. The statement, referred to as a
SoCC, must then be publicised and made available for public inspection (s47(6)) and
the consultation must be carried out in accordance with the SoCC (s47(7)).
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Details of how the Applicanthas complied with Section 47 are set out in Chapter 12.
Section 48 sets out a duty to publicise the proposed application in the manner
prescribed in Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulation 2009. A minimum period of 28
days (from the last date the notice is published) should be given to respond to the
publicity. Details of how the Applicantcomplied with Section 48 is set out in Chapter
13.

Section 49 sets a duty to have regard to the responses received to consultation and
publicity pursuant to Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Act (outlined above).

The Applicant has had regard to all relevant responses received (together with those
received after the consultation deadline). A summary of the Section 42 responses
received and how the Applicant has had regard to them is set out in Chapter 11. A
summary of the Section 47 and 48 responses received (grouped by theme) and how
the Applicanthas had regard to them is set out in Chapter 14. A summary of the key
changes made to the proposal as a result of the consultation is provided in Chapter
17 and summarisedin Table 17.1.

THE APFP REGULATIONS

Regulation 3 of the APFP Regulations states that the persons prescribed for the
purposes of Section 42(1)(a) are those listed in column 1 of the table in Schedule 1
to the APFP Regulations, who must be consulted in the circumstances specified in
relation to each person in column 2 of that table.

The Section 42 consultation list was compiled having regard to Regulation 3 of the
APFP Regulations as described in Chapter 11. Consideration was also given to the
list of consultation bodies that PINS notified under Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA
Regulations. The Applicantalso made its own diligentinquiries and investigations to
compile the list of consultees for the purposes of compliance with Section 42.

INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (EIA) REGULATIONS 2017

Separate consultation requirements for applicants of development requiring
development consent for which an EIA is being submitted are set out in the EIA
Regulations.

Regulation 8 requires an applicant to request the SoS to adopt an EIA screening
opinion or notify the SoS that the application proposes to provide an Environmental
Statement (‘ES’) in respect of the development.

The Applicant has voluntarily undertaken an EIA for the Proposed Developmentand
did not request a screening opinionfrom the SoS. The Applicant notified the SoS that

3 The requirement in section 42(1)(c) to consult the Greater London Authority is not relevant as the land is not
within Greater London.
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it proposed to provide an ES in respect of the developmentunder Regulation 8 of the
EIA Regulations on 29 October 2018 (Appendix 5.1.4E).

Regulation 10 allows an Applicant to ask the SoS to state in writing its opinion as to
the scope and level of detail of the information to be provided in the ES.

The Applicantmade a request to the SoS for a scoping opinion under Regulation 10
on 29 October 2019 and a Scoping Opinionwas received on 7 December2018. More
information on this is set out in Chapter 6.

Regulation 11 requires PINS to notify consultation bodies that the Applicant intends
to provide and ES for the Proposed Development. PINS is required to inform the
Applicant in writing of the names and addresses of the notified consultation bodies
(regulation 11(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations) and of any particular person who it
considers is (a) to be, or to be likely to be, affected by, or to have an interest in the
proposed development; and (b) to be unlikely to become aware of the proposed
development by means of the measures taken in compliance with Part 5 (applications
for orders granting development consent) of the PA 2008 (regulation 11(1)(c)).
Details of any non-prescribed consultees will also be provided, if appropriate.

PINS provided the Applicant with a list of consultees under Regulation 11 on 7
December 2019.

Regulation 12(1) requires the SoCC to set out whether the development for which
the applicant proposes to make a DCO application for is EIA development. Where
development is EIA development the SoCC must set out how the applicant intends
to publicise and consult on preliminary environmental information, being the
preliminary information regarding the Proposed Development's effects on the
environment compiled by the applicant and which is reasonably required for the
consultation bodiesto develop aninformed view of the likely significant environmental
effects of the development (and of any associate development) (regulation 12(2)).

Chapters 12 and 14 describes how the Applicant has met the requirements under
Regulation 12(1) for the EIA Regulations and Section 47 of the PA 2008. A
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (‘PEIR) was prepared and published
to support the statutory consultation carried out in February-April 2019. This provided
information regarding the environmental effects of the Proposed Development in
accordance with regulation 14(2). The SoCC explained how the Applicantintended
to publicise and consult on the PEIR.

Regulation 13 requires that where the proposed application for an order granting
development consent is an application for EIA development, the applicant must, at
the same time as publishing notice of the proposed application under Section 48(1)
of the PA 2008, send a copy of that notice to the consultation bodies and to any
person notified to the applicant in accordance with regulations 11(1)(c).
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All bodies were included in the list of consultation bodies provided by PINS to the
Applicanton 7 December 2018 are included within the Section 42 consultee list and
received a copy of the notice of the proposed application under Section 48(1).
Regulation 32 of the EIA Regulations provides requirements for consultation with
other EEA states where the Secretary of State is of the view that the development is
likely to have significant effects on the environment in another EEA State.

On 2 April 2019, PINS issued a Transboundary Impacts Screening Matrix in
accordance with Regulation 32 of the EIA Regulations. Spain confirmed it wished to
participate in the EIA procedure for examining the DCO application as an interested
party. Germany and Denmark confirmed they did not intend to participate in the EIA
procedure. Belgium, France and the Netherlands did not respond to the notification
provided to them by PINS.

GUIDANCE ON PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION

Guidance was published by the former Department for Communities and Local
Government (now Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government) in
March 2015 entitled 'Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the pre-application process'.
The Applicant had careful regard to this guidance in undertaking the pre-application
consultation and preparing this Consultation Report.

At paragraph 15, the guidance explains that:

“Effective pre-application consultation will lead to applications which are better
developed and better understood by the public, and in which the important issues
have been articulated and considered as far as possible in advance of submission of
the application to the Secretary of State. This in turn will allow for shorter and more
efficient examinations”.

It goes on to explain at paragraph 18 that the early involvement of local communities,
local authorities and statutory consultees can bring about significant benefits for all
parties, and the Applicant has designed its consultation with the aim of achieving
these. These benefits are summarised below:

* Helping the applicant identify and resolve issues at the earliest stage;

* Encouraging the community to help shape the proposal to maximise local
benefits and minimise any downsides;

* Helping local people understand the potential nature and local impact of the
proposed project;

* Enabling applicants to obtain important information about the economic,
social and environmental impacts of a scheme from consultees;

* Enabling potential mitigating measures to be considered before an
application is submitted; and
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* Identifying ways in which the project could, without significant costs to
promoters, support wider strategic or local objectives.

With regard to the number of stages of consultation, paragraph 70 of the guidance
sets out that:

“To manage the tension between consulting early, but also having project proposals
that are firm enough to enable consultees to comment, applicants are encouraged to
consider an iterative, phased consultation consisting of two (or more) stages,
especially for large projects with long development periods. For example, applicants
might wish to consider undertaking non-statutory early consultation at a stage where
options are still being considered. This will be helpful in informing proposals and
assisting the applicant in establishing a preferred option on which to undertake
statutory consultation”.

Paragraph 76 adds that “[i]n circumstances where a particular issue has arisen during
the pre-application consultation, or where it is localised in nature, it may be
appropriate to hold a non-statutory, targeted consultation”.

In accordance with the guidance, the Applicant carried out non-statutory consultation
at an early stage (January — February 2018), followed by statutory consultation
(February — April 2019) and further targeted consultation as required (September —
October 2019). This approach has allowed the Applicantto ensure that the evolution
of the design of the Proposed Development has been informed by consultation
feedback.

The Applicant has sought to ensure that all relevant individuals and organisations
have been consulted and kept informed throughout the developmentof the Proposed
Developmentto inform the evolution of the final application.

ADVICE ON CONSULTATION

PINS Advice Note Fourteen: Compiling the Consultation Report (April 2012) is aimed
primarily at developers and local authorities and seeks to provide advice about the
format and content of the consultation report.

The Advice Note explains that the consultation report represents the culmination of
the three different strands of consultation and publicity set out in Section 37 of the
PA 2008, i.e. under Section 42, 47 and 48.

It goes on to state that the primary purpose of the consultation report is to capture
and reflect upon all of the responses received from these three distinct pre-
application consultee groups and explain how the developer has met its duty under
Section 49 of the PA 2008. This Report sets this out in Chapters 11 (Section 42) and
Chapter 14 (Section 47 and 48).

The Advice Note notes that the consultation report can also capture non-statutory or
‘informal’ consultation that takes place outside the requirements of the PA 2008 so
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that the SoS has a comprehensive picture of all the consultation activity to a particular
project. This Report sets this out in Chapters 7 to 10.

4.8. TEN-E REGULATIONS REQUIREMENTS — TRANSPARENCY AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
48.1.1. With regard to transparency and public participation, Article 9 of the Ten-E

Regulations provides the following relevant requirements.

48.1.2. All parties involved in the permit granting process shall follow the principles for public
participation, which are as follows:

* The stakeholders affected by a project of common interest, including
relevant national, regional and local authorities, landowners and citizens
living in the vicinity of the project, the general public and their associations,
organisations or groups, shall be extensively informed and consulted at an
early stage, when potential concerns by the public can still be taken into
account and in an open and transparent manner.

* Each public consultation shall cover all subject matters relevant to the
particular stage of the procedure, and one subject matter relevant to the
particular stage of the procedure shall not be addressed in more than one
public consultation; however, one public consultation may take place in
more than one geographical location. The subject matters addressed by a
public consultation shall be clearly indicated in the notification of the public
consultation.

4.8.1.3. Project promoters shall, within an indicative period of three months of the start of the
permit granting process, draw up and submit a concept for public participation. This
isto be approved by the competent authority, and in so doing the competent authority
shall take into account any form of public participation and consultation that took
place before the start of the permit granting process, to the extent that such public
participation has fulfilled the requirements of Article 9 of the Ten-E Regulations.

4.8.1.4. At least one public consultation shall be carried out by the project promoter, or, where
required by national law, by the competent authority, before submission of the final
and complete application file to the competent authority.

4.8.1.5. The public consultation shall inform stakeholders about the project at an early stage
and shall help to identify the most suitable location or trajectory and the relevant
issues to be addressed in the application file.

4.8.1.6. The minimum requirements applicable to that public consultation are:
* To publish an information leaflet of no more than 15 pages, giving in a clear

and concise manner, an overview of the purpose and preliminary timetable
of the project, the national grid development plan, alternative routes
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considered, expected impacts, including of cross-border nature, and
possible mitigation measures, which shall be published prior to the start of
the consultation and list the web address of the EU transparency platform;

* To inform all stakeholders affected about the project through a project
website and other appropriate information means;

e To invite in witten from relevant affected stakeholders to dedicated
meetings, during which concerns shall be discussed.

The project promoter shall prepare a report summarising the results of the activities
related to the participation of the public prior to the submission of the application file,
including those activities that took place before the start of the permit granting
process and submit that report together with the application file to the competent
authority.

For projects crossing two or more Member States, the relevant public consultations
in each of the Member States concerned shall take place within a period of no more
than two months from the date on which the first public consultation started.

For projects likely to have significant adverse cross-border impacts in one or more
neighbouring Member States the relevant information shall be made available to the
competent authority of the neighbouring Member States.

The project promoter, or, where national law so provides, the competent authority,
shall establish and regularly update a website with relevant information about the
project of common interest, which shall be linked to the Commission’'s website and
which shall make available as a minimum:

e The information leaflet;

* A non-technical and regularly updated summary of no more than 50 pages
reflecting the current status of the project and clearly indicating, in case of
updates, changes to previous versions;

* The project and public consultation planning, clearly indicating dates and
locations for public consultations and hearings and the envisaged subject
matters relevant to those hearings;

* Contact details in view of obtaining the full set of application documents;
and

* Contact details in view of conveying comments and objections during public
consultation events.

Project promoters shall also publish relevant information by other appropriate
information means to which the public has open access.

The Applicant has had regard to the requirements of article 9 of the TEN-E
Regulations and has designed its consultation with this in mind. As set out in this
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Report, the Applicant has met or exceeded each of the minimum requirements set
out in article 9 through the course of its compliance with consultation under the PA
2008. Specific summary of how the Applicant has met these requirements can be
found in Chapter 5.4.

NEXT STEPSPOST SUBMISSION AND THE SECTION 56
PROCESS

Once an application for a DCO has been ‘accepted’ by PINS, Section 56(2) of the PA
2008 requires the Applicant to notify prescribed consultees, the relevant local
authorities, the MMO and those with an interest in or powers over the land or who
would or might be entitled to make a relevant claim as defined in s57(6) of the PA
2008.

The Applicant is also required to notify those consultees of the deadline for receipt of
representations by PINS, giving notice of the person's interest in, or objection to, the
Application, not less than 28 days beginning the day after the person receives the
notice (Section 56(4 and 5)).

The Applicant will also communicate to the general public that the Application has
been accepted via its website and will publicise acceptance with the general public
in the required manner set out in Regulation 9 of the APFP Regulations 2009. The
Applicant must then certify to the SoS that it has complied with the requirements of
Section 56 of the PA 2008.

Following publication of the acceptance notice (i.e. at the pre-examination stage) the
public will be able to register with PINS to become an interested party by making a
relevant representation. A relevant representation is a written summary of a person's
views on an application.

At this stage an Examining Authority is appointed and all interested parties will be
invited to attend a Preliminary Meeting, run and chaired by the Examining Authority.
The interested parties will then be invited to provide more details of their views in
writing during the examination.
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AQUIND’S APPROACH TO CONSULTATION

5.1.

5.1.1.1.

5.11.2.

5.1.1.3.

5.1.1.4.

5.2.

5.2.1.1.

5.2.1.2.

INTRODUCTION

Throughout the pre-application consultation process, the Applicant has sought to
maintain honest and open communication with all interested parties at all times and
has clearly defined periods of consultation and when feedback is being sought on the
Proposed Development.

The Applicant has endeavoured to ensure that the local community and stakeholders
have the opportunity to fully understand and comment on the Proposed Development
and proposed mitigation at appropriate key milestones in the development of the
proposal, and during defined consultation periods.

In addition to satisfying the statutory requirements for consultation provided by the
PA 2008 and the Ten-E Regulations, the approach to be taken to consultation has
been formulated with several guiding principles in mind. These include:

* Beclear, timely, meaningful and inclusive;
* Tell the story of the optioneering so far and the process moving forward;

* Ensure transparency by providing access to technical information where
required, and ensuring this is explained clearly and simply;

* Promote and raise awareness of the consultation period and the
opportunities to have your say;,

* Use digital platforms and online content to engage a wider audience; and

* Involve the local community and provide evidence that we have listened
and considered their comments.

As set out in this Report, the Applicant has had regard to all relevant legislation,
guidance and advice as it developed and carried out its consultation process.

PROJECT WEBSITE

The Applicant launched a dedicated consultation website for the UK elements of the
Project in November 2017 to coincide with the public launch of the Proposed
Development with local stakeholders, and prior to commencement of the non-
statutory consultation in January 2018.

Online information such as the Proposed Development Frequently Asked Questions
hosted on the Applicant's website was developed throughout the pre-application
process to reflect the progress of the Application, and in response to key milestones.
An example of the Frequently Asked Questions included on the website can be found
in Appendix 5.1.1A.
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As the pre-application consultation process developed, the website was regularly
updated with relevant project updates, information about the changes to the
consenting process as a result of the Section 35 direction, and all relevant
documentation produced during the January — February 2018 and February — April
2019 consultation periods.

The website contained details of how to comment on the proposals, and how to
contact the project team.

COMMUNITY INFORMATIONLINE, DEDICATEDPROJECT EMAIL
ADDRESS AND FREEPOST

In addition to the UK consultation website, the Applicant established a freephone
community information line (01962 893 869) to enable individuals to find out more
about the Proposed Development, or to register their comments via telephone. The
information line was in operation Monday-Friday between the hours of 9:00am and
5:30pm. Outside of these hours, an answerphone facility was available for voicemails
to be left and responded to at the earliest opportunity to ensure information was
readily available and queries or concerns addressed.

Further to this, a dedicated project email address (aquindconsultation@becg.com)
and freepost address (“FREEPOST AQUIND CONSULTATION”) were also in
operation throughout the pre-application consultation period. An automatic reply was
in operation for those who contacted the project email address to give confidence
that their enquiry had been received and a response was being prepared by the
project team.

If questions were of a technical nature, these were passed on to project team
members to provide an appropriate response.

Throughout all stages of pre-application, the Applicant endeavoured to provide a
response to all enquiries within 10 working days of receipt. This timeframe was met
in the vast majority of cases.

In the unusual event that additional time was required beyond 10 working days to
respond to a query, a holding response was issued to the enquirer explaining that the
project team would provide a response as soon as possible.

The above lines of communication were opened on 27 November 2017 prior to the
non-statutory consultation.

MEANS OF PROVIDING FEEDBACK

During the pre-application period, the means by which consultees could provide
feedback were centred around feedback forms published at each stage of
consultation (a 'non-statutory consultation’ feedback form, and a ‘statutory
consultation’ feedback form), which could be returned via Freepost, in person at the
consultation events, or a scanned copy emailed to the project email address, noted
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in the section above. The non-statutory consultation and statutory consultation forms
were available on the Proposed Development website to be returned via email or
Freepost, whilst the statutory consultation feedback form could also be completed
and submitted digitally via the Proposed Development website.

Verbal queries and requests for further information could be discussed via the
freephone, which was in operation throughout the pre-application process.

Feedback was also provided by individual letter, in particular responses from
prescribed consultees.

REGARD HAD TO RESPONSES

The Applicant considered all consultation feedback received during each stage of the
consultation, as well as feedback received from the local community and
stakeholders throughout the entirety of the pre-application process.

This Report explains how the Applicant had regard to feedback during the
development of the proposals for AQUIND Interconnector prior to the application for
the DCO being submitted.

Feedback from consultation and engagement has been important in enabling the
Applicant to refine its proposals. The Proposed Development has evolved in
response to the following key drivers:

* Feedback from consultees and members of the public;

* Technical design work undertaken by the engineering team, having regard
to the need to adhere to technical specification and requirements for the
component parts;

* The EIA process; and

* Technical stakeholder engagement, including specialist advice and findings
from assessments and research.

After the close of the non-statutory and statutory consultation periods responses were
logged and analysed. Consultation responses were analysed and grouped into
issues. They were passed to relevant technical specialists (environmental, planning
and engineers as appropriate) for consideration.

The project team noted that some responses had not been received from consultees
they were anticipating receiving responses from. These included Highways England,
Portsmouth Water and the blue light services. A list of marine and onshore consultees
for follow up was agreed and emails were sent to these consultees making them
aware that the deadline for consultation had closed and asking if they intended to
respond. Follow up meetings with key stakeholders who had not responded were
arranged where appropriate.
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Issues were tracked and incorporated into project meetings and discussions between
the teams relating to optioneering, order limits, design evolution and environmental
assessment. Following the close of statutory consultation, ongoing engagement with
relevant Section 42 stakeholders and non-statutory consultees, including relevant
local authorities and landowners to address concerns raised has been undertaken.
Where appropriate, concerns raised by persons responding to the Section 47 and 48
consultations have been responded to individually.

APPROACH TO SATISFYING TEN-E REGULATION
REQUIREMENTS

AQUIND Interconnector was awarded PCI status in March 2018, and therefore is
required to comply with the requirements of the Ten-E Regulations in relation to the
consultation carried out both inthe UK and in France.

For the purposes of the Ten-E Regulations, the Secretary of State for Business
Energy and Industrial Strategy is the competent authority, who following the issue of
the section 35 direction, have delegated tasks relating to the facilitation and co-
ordination of the permit granting process in relation to the Proposed Development to
PINS.

This paragraph of the Report sets out how the Applicant has undertaken consultation
and produced the relevant documentation to satisfy the legal requirements of the
Ten-E Regulations:

The Applicant’'s first focused public consultation with the relevant authorities,
landowners and communities in the vicinity of the proposals and the general public
took place between 3 January — 24 February 2018. Prior to this focused engagement
had taken place with the relevant local authorities (in February 2017). Further
information on this early engagement, priorto January 2018, can be found in Chapter
7. This allowed for potential concerns to be voiced by the relevant stakeholders and
the public and for these to be taken into account in the further design work. Chapter
10 of this Report details the evolution of the Proposed Development following the
January — February 2018 consultation, having regard to the feedback received at that
time.

As isoutlined in this Report, two phases of public consultation have been carried out,
satisfying the requirement to carry out at least one formal public consultation prior to
the submission of the application to the competent authority.

When carrying out consultation the Applicant published an information leaflet on the
UK consultation website which provided the information required by the Ten-E
Regulations as follows:

* An overview of the Proposed Development and information in relation to
interconnectors more generally;
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* Key project milestones, which provided a preliminary timetable for the
project at that time;

* Information regarding the planning process, referencing that a decision will
be made in accordance with national policy;

* Details of the information to be presented at each stage of the consultation,
including in relation to the location of project components and routes to be
considered;

* Preliminary information regarding impacts and mitigation; and

* The website addresses for both the Transparency Platform and the Manual
of Procedures for the TEN-E Regulations.

A copy of the information leaflet is appended to this Report at Appendix 5.1.1B.

Stakeholders were informed about the project directly and via the website. Invitations
were sent inviting stakeholders to attend the consultation events in relation to both
the January — February 2018 and the February — April 2019 consultations.

This Report summarises the results of the activities related to the participation of the
public prior to the submission of the application for the DCO, in satisfaction of the
requirement for the project promoter to prepare a report summarising the results of
activities related to the participation of the public prior to the submission of the
application file.

In relation to the requirement for public consultation in relation to projects crossing
the border of two or more Member States to take place within a period of no more
than two months from the date on which the first public consultation started, the UK
public consultation commenced in January 2018 and the French public consultation
commenced in March 2018.

Whilst a project crossing two Member States, it was not considered by the project
team that the Project would likely have a significant adverse cross-border impact and
as such information in this regard was not made available during the January —
February 2018 consultation period. Since then PINS have made information available
to other Member States in accordance with Regulation 32 of the EIA Regulations,
taking a precautionary approach to their requirements under this regulation.

Separate websites for the Project were established in both the UK and France prior
to the public consultations on the Project being undertaken. Those websites each
contain:

* Alink to the information leaflet;
* Alink to a non-technical summary;

* Information regarding the public consultation events, updated from time to
time to confirm upcoming events;
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* Contact details for members of the project who can provide
information/documentation; and

* Contact details for persons wanting to comment on the proposals.

5.5. CONSULTATIONS ON OTHER PROJECTS

55.1.1. Throughout the consultation process on the Proposed Development, the Applicant
has sought to avoid conducting consultation in tandem with other significant projects
in the area, so as to avoid confusion and ‘consultation fatigue’ among the local
community.

55.1.2. There are currently no other nationally significant infrastructure projects undertaking
consultation within the immediate vicinity of the Proposed Development. The only
major project undertaking consultation during a similar time period and in proximity
to where the Proposed Development is to be located is within the Portsmouth area
adjacent to Eastern Road and Milton Common where the coastal defence schemes
are being delivered by the East Solent Coastal Partnership.

5.5.1.3. Given the timescales associated with the development of the Southsea Coastal
Scheme, the Applicant’s consultation programme did not conflict with any other
significant consultations in the local area. A full list of consultation dates for both the
Southsea Coastal Scheme and the Proposed Development are outlined in Table 5-1
below, demonstrating the lack of overlap between the two schemes.

Table 5-1 - Timeline of consultation events for the Proposed Development and East
Solent Coastal Partnership’s costal defence schemes

Date Summary Activity

Winter 2014 East Solent Coastal Partnership (ESCP) holds initial consultation
events on Southsea Coastal Scheme

Autumn 2017 ESCP holds further engagement events on Southsea Coastal
Scheme

January - The Applicant conducts non-statutory consultation on the Proposed

February 2018 Development

Summer 2018 ESCP holds consultation events and workshops on Southsea Coastal
Scheme

February — April The Applicant undertakes statutory consultation on the Proposed
2019 Development under Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008

August 2019 ESCP consult on Phase 4 of the North Portsea Island Coastal Flood
Defence scheme
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55.14. Care has been taken throughout the process to monitor for any new significant
projects beginning consultation activity within the vicinity of the Proposed
Development. Even where projects were identified (such as with the ESCP’s Coastal
Defence Schemes) the Applicant sought throughout the consultation process to
ensure that clarity was provided in the Proposed Development’'s consultation
materials, messaging and directly to consultees through ongoing meetings and
engagement (see Chapters 9 and 16 for an overview of ongoing engagement with
consultees) on the nature of the Proposed Development's consultation, where and
when local communities and consultees were able to find information and provide
feedback on the proposals.
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EIA AND HABITATS REGULATIONS

6.1.

6.1.1.1.

6.1.1.2.

6.1.1.3.

6.2.
6.2.1.

6.2.1.1.

6.2.2.

6.2.2.1.

INTRODUCTION

The EIA Regulations contain provisions that are relevant to the pre-application
consultation. These have been discussed above in section 4.5 to demonstrate how
the Applicant has complied with the requirements.

PINS Advice Note 14 on compiling the consultation report refers to the EIA
Regulations and states that applicants may wish to draw attention to consultation
responses received under the EIA process, but any reference to this consultation
should be kept separate from the statutory consultation carried out under the
provisions of the PA 2008.

This chapter summarises the consultation undertaken under the relevant EIA
Regulations and Habitats Regulations. The consultation responses, ongoing
engagement and regard had to responses are set out in more detail in the appendices
to the technical chapters of the ES (document reference: 6.1) and Habitats
Regulations Assessment Report (document reference: 6.8.1) submitted with this
Application and summarised at the front of the technical chapters.

EIA SCOPING UNDER TCPA1990 AND MCAA 2009 REGIME
ONSHORE SCOPING

When the onshore elements of the Proposed Development were proposed to be
consented through the TCPA regime the Applicant submitted requests for scoping
opinions to the relevant local planning authorities (EHDC, HBC, WCC and PCC) on
22 February 2018 pursuant to regulation 15 of the Town and Country Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. At this stage the Proposed
Development reflected that which was presented at the Non-Statutory Consultation
described in Chapter 8. Scoping opinions were received in April and May 2018.
Responses to the scoping opinions have been taken on board in the preparation of
the scoping opinion requested from the SoS (detailed in paragraph 4.5 and further
below), the PEIR, EIA and evolution of the Proposed Development. Detail of the
comments received and how the Applicant has considered these are detailed in the
respective topic specific chapters of the ES (document reference: 6.1).

MARINE MCAA SCOPING

On 20 February 2018, the Applicant submitted a request to the MMO for a Scoping
Opinion pursuant to Regulation 13 of the Marine Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2007. A scoping opinion was received in June 2018.
Responses to the opinion have been taken on board in the preparation of the scoping
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opinion requested from the SoS (detailed in paragraph 4.5 and further below) PEIR,
EIA and evolution of the Proposed Development. Detail is set out in the respective
topic specific chapters of the ES (document reference: 6.1).

EIA SCOPING TOSECRETARY OF STATE

Following the issue of the section 35 direction by the SoS and change in consenting
regime for the Proposed Development, the Applicant submitted a request to the SoS
for a scoping opinion under Regulation 10(1) of the EIA Regulations on 29 October
2018. This was a combined onshore and marine request. The content was similar
to the previous scoping opinion requests but reflected changes made to the site
boundary based on the evolution of the Proposed Development at that time.

As part of the scoping process PINS then issued a request for scoping responses
from the relevant consultation bodies pursuant to regulation 10(6) of the EIA
Regulations.

A Scoping Opinion on the scope of the EIA was received from PINS, on behalf of the
SoS, on 7 December 2018. The Scoping Report and Scoping Opinion can be found
in Appendices 5.2 and 5.3 of the ES (document reference: 6.1). Appendix 1 lists the
consultation bodies contacted for scoping responses by PINS.

A summary of the responses to the Scoping Opinion, regarding the EIA approach,
introductory and concluding chapters, is available in the Scoping Response Table in
Appendix 5.4 of the ES (document reference: 6.3.5.4). Specialist responses, with
respect to environmental topics and assessments are appended to each of the
technical chapters in the ES.

HABITATS REGULATIONS CONSULTATION

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report has been submitted in support of the
Application (document reference: 6.8).

Early engagement was undertaken with the MMO in September 2018 and PINS in
December 2018 in relation to our approach on the Habitats Regulation Assessment
(‘HRA’).

Further discussions relating to the approach for undertaking the HRA as a result of
case law ruling (i.e. European Court of Justice (‘'ECJ’) decision People Over Wind,
Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (C-323/17) (April 2018)) were initiated in the 13
February 2019 meeting with Natural England to discuss the marine aspects of the
HRA. This meeting also covered the approach to be taken for screening (including
pre-screening) designated sites as part of the HRA (see Sections 8.3 and 10.6 of the
Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (document reference: 6.8.1).

A draft HRA Report was issued to PINS on 15 July 2019 and feedback was received

on 23 August 2019. A revised draft HRA Report covering the marine aspects of the
assessment was then issued on 3 September 2019 to the following organisations:
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* Natural England (feedback received 20 September 2019);
*  Environment Agency (feedback received 26 September 2019);

* Joint Nature Conservation Committee (‘{JNCC’) (feedback received on 28
September and 11 October 2019); and

« States of Alderney (feedback received 01 October 2019).

6.4.1.5. An additional teleconference meeting was held with Natural England on 30
September 2019 to discuss their HRA feedback. All the advice received and how the

Applicant has had regard to comments is presented in Appendix 4 of the HRA Report
(Document Ref. 6.8.3.4).
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INITIAL ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

7.

7.1.1.1.

7.1.1.2.

7.1.1.3.

7.1.1.4.
7.1.1.5.

7.1.1.6.

7.1.1.7.

INTRODUCTION

Prior to the Proposed Development receiving the Section 35 Direction from the SoS,
requiring that it should be treated as development for which development consent is
required under the PA 2008, the Application was progressing under the TCPA 1990
and MCAA 2009 regime.

The Applicant commenced pre-application engagement on the marine elements of
the Proposed Development with the MMO in September 2016.

The onshore elements of the Proposed Development are situated within the
administrative areas of Winchester City Council (‘WCC’), East Hampshire District
Council (‘EHDC’), Havant Borough Council (‘HBC’) and Portsmouth City Council
(‘PCC).

The relevant highways authorities are Hampshire County Council (HCC’) and PCC.
The Converter Station Area is also in proximity to the boundary with South Downs
National Park and therefore engagement has also included the South Downs
National Park Authority (‘SDNPA’).

The Applicant and its advisors (WSP engineering and WSP onshore environmental
and planning) commenced pre-application engagement with these authorities
between February and May 2017 and engagement has been ongoing throughout the
pre-application period.

A map showing the administrative boundaries of these onshore authorities in relation
to the development is at Plate 7.1.
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Engagement and consultation has also been undertaken throughout the pre-
application period at appropriate times with technical stakeholders and statutory
consultees (through the EIA process), landowners, political representatives
(members and MPs), parish councils and the local community.

The Applicant launched a dedicated consultation website for the UK elements of the
Project on 27 November 2017 to coincide with the public launch of the Proposed
Development with local stakeholders, and prior to commencement of the non-
statutory consultation in January 2018. Consultation documents and information on
the Proposed Development have been uploaded at relevant times throughout the
pre-application period.

EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITHSTAKEHOLDERS — ONSHORE

A summary of the key meetings held with onshore stakeholders in this period is set
out below and listed in table 7.1.

Table 7-1 - Meetings with key stakeholders prior to non-statutory consultation

Date Attendees Main topics of discussion

1 February HCC and EHDC Introduction to Proposed

2017 Development and initial feedback.

3 March 2017 WCC and EHDC Introduction to Proposed
Development and initial feedback.

18 April 2017 PCC Introduction to Proposed
Development and initial feedback

10 May 2017  SDNPA Introduction to Proposed
Development and initial feedback

2 August Department for Business Update on Proposed Development

2017 Energy and Industrial Strategy

21 August WCC and EHDC

2017

(‘BEIS)

Project update and further information
on optioneering process.

26 September SDNPA, WCC, EHDC and HBC Landscape and Visual discussion on

2017 approach to assessment and
viewpoints.
27 September PCC Project update and further information
2017 on optioneering process.
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7.2.1.2. Introductory meetings were held with local authorities as set out in Table 7.1 above.

7.2.1.3. The purpose of these initial meetings was to introduce AQUIND Interconnector to the
local authorities and seek their initial feedback to help inform future engagement and
project evolution. Members of the project team attended including engineers and,
where relevant landscape professionals advising the Applicant. The following was
explained:

What an interconnector is, how it works and why itis needed,;
The key component parts and what they are for;
Proposed geographical locations for those parts in the UK;

The proposed planning strategy. At that time, the strategy was to progress
with an application for planning permission under the TCPA 2009 regime
for the onshore elements and an application for a marine licence from the
MMO under the MCAA; and

The optioneering process for the key components. This included
confirmation that the connection point for the Proposed Development would
be at the National Grid substation at Lovedean. The team explained why
the Converter Station needed to be sited in close proximity to the substation
and described some of the key technical and environmental constraints
being considered to identify the actual location within the vicinity of the
substation. The HVDC onshore cable route was discussed explaining that
the cables were being undergrounded to minimise impact and the
philosophy to keep the cable route predominantly in the highway. The
landfall location of Eastney, near Portsmouth was also introduced. A
proposed cable route was discussed with an explanation of options being
considered near Lovedean.

7.2.1.4. Feedback was received which can be summarised as follows:

Further information on optioneering: HCC and EHDC said there would be
a need to explain why the final scheme chosen is the best solution having
regard to planning policy. WCC and EHDC requested further information on
how Lovedean substation was selected as the connection point. PCC
identified concerns about the evolving cable route running along Milton
Road and Eastern Road due to congestion and its residential nature. They
asked the team to consider installing cables within Milton Common adjacent
to the road. They also asked whether the cable could connect from the
marine environment direct to Milton Common.
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* Environmental Constraints: EHDC highlighted the need for special
consideration of surface water and flood risk around the proposed
Converter Station locations being considered. The need to avoid impact on
the Ancient Woodland was also raised as was the need to carefully consider
landscape and visual impact on the South Downs National Park.

* Transport: HCC saidthe team needed to be cognisant of any licenses under
Section 50 of the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 which may need
to be in place along the highway and wanted more information on the
transport impacts during the construction period.

The Applicant has sought to provide the local authorities with information on the
optioneering process throughout the pre-application period through meetings and
presentations. The Applicant explained the constraints associated with bringing the
cables through Langstone Harbour (which would enable them to land direct to Milton
Common) and that this was not practicable.

The concerns expressed by PCC about the impact of cable installation on Milton
Road and Eastern Road were repeated during the non-statutory consultation and
have shaped the evolution of the Proposed Development in that area as described in
later chapters in this Report.

The Applicant has paid careful consideration to surface water and flood risk around
the Converter Station location and the environmental impacts of these have been
assessed in the ES submitted with the DCO Application. The Ancient Woodland near
to the Converter Station Area was not included in the proposed area consulted on in
the non-statutory consultation in 2018 and has not been included in the Order Limits.
The Applicant has regularly engaged with SDNPA on landscape mitigation and
design principles throughout the pre-application period.

EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITH HCC

The Applicant met with HCC for introductory meetings about the proposal to discuss
extent of potential highways in HDD administrative boundary.

EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITH WCC, HBC, EHDC AND SDNPA

Following the introductory meetings in the spring of 2017, the Applicant met with
WCC and EHDC on 21 August 2017. In this meeting further information was provided
on the optioneering process as requested at previous meetings to explain how the
landfall, Converter Station location and Lovedean substation had been identified.
The Applicant provided an update stating that there were four locations in the close
proximity of Lovedean substation which were currently being considered. In
particular, two were being considered as they would give rise to fewer ecologicall,
landscape and visual impacts. The Applicant updated that ground investigation works
were proposed in the Converter Station location to help inform the final location
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choice. Landscape and visual principles being adopted by the project team were
discussed which would influence the scheme design.

At a meeting with SDNPA, WCC, EHDC and HBC in September 2017 the approach
to landscape and visual assessment for the Converter Station was discussed with
landscape officers. A Zone of Theoretical Visibility (‘ZTV”) was presented with
proposed viewpoints. It was agreed that consideration should be given to historic
characterisation and field boundaries and different characteristics of the site.
Landscape mitigation principles and proposed viewpoints for assessment were
discussed. The viewpoints were revised following feedback and were agreed with
WCC, EHDC, SDNPA and HBC in October 2017.

The Applicant has continued discussions with WCC, EHDC, SDNPA and HBC
throughout the pre-application period in particular with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA on
landscape and visual assessment, mitigation and design principles for the Converter
Station.

EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITH PCC

Following the introductory meeting, the Applicant met PCC againin September 2017.
The team provided more information on the optioneering process as requested at the
first meeting, similar to the information and presentation to WCC and EHDC in August
2017. An update on environmental surveys was provided and that terrestrial ground
investigation surveys were planned. Principles of consultation and engagement were
discussed. Engagement with PCC has continued throughout the pre-application
period.

ENGAGEMENT WITH LANDOWNERS

Engagement with landowners has been undertaken by the Applicant’s land agents,
Avison Young, who have initiated and/or engaged in negotiations with the affected
parties from an early stage of the project. A phased approach has been adopted with
those parties identified as holding an interest in land affected by the Development,
reflecting the level of certainty about land requirements as the design and
optioneering of the Development progressed towards completion and whilst also
taking landowner feedback into account.

The Applicant has sought to engage with all persons with an interest in land in
negotiations for the acquisition or use, by agreed private treaty, of the land required
for the Development, and this process is ongoing. A full overview of this activity can
be found in the Statement of Reasons (document reference: 4.1).

ENGAGEMENT WITH STAKEHOLDERS — MARINE

Following the introductory meeting with the MMO in September 2016, the Applicant
and its advisors (WSP engineering and Natural Power) met with the MMO on 29 June
2017. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the PCI status of the project and to
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inform the MMO of the planned geophysical and geotechnical surveys. Engagement
with the MMO has been ongoing throughout the pre-application period.

Natural Power also engaged with the MMO and Natural England via phone calls and
emails in relation to undertaking, preparing and submitting European Protected
Species (‘EPS’) Risk Assessments and HRA Screening for the planned geophysical
and geotechnical surveys. JNCC were also consulted with regards to submitting
information about the survey equipment to the Marine Noise Registry.

Natural Power (and Brown & May Marine Ltd) held two fisheries stakeholder
information meetings in Portsmouth and Selsey in October 2017 to raise awareness
of the project, details of which are included in Table 7.1.

At each information meeting, the following information was presented:
* Introduction to the Project;
* Information about the Applicant; and
* Overview of the Proposed Development.

Topics discussed included planned geophysical and geotechnical surveys and how
best to engage with fishermen during pre-application (and beyond) including
identifying the areas that they fish.

Table 7-2 - Summary of commercial fisheries meetings held in 2017

Date Consultee Issue discussed Outcome
18 Fisheries Meeting to raise Fishing areas identified and
October  Stakeholder awareness of the approach to continued
2017 Information Proposed Development fisheries liaison during
Meeting held in and inform stakeholders of survey work for the
Portsmouth planned geophysical Proposed Development
surveys. agreed.
19 Fisheries Meeting to raise Fishing areas identified and
October  Stakeholder awareness of the approach to continued
2017 Information Proposed Development fisheries liaison during
Meeting held in and inform of planned survey work for the
Selsey geophysical surveys. Proposed Development
agreed.

Ongoing engagement continued through 2017 and 2018 through the publication of
Notice to Mariners (‘NtM’) prior to the planned survey works commencing. NtM’s are
used to notify marine users of where and when certain activities are being undertake n
in the marine area. For the geophysical surveys, notices were issued by Brown and
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May Marine Ltd (the appointed fisheries liaison consultants), at the start of each
survey campaign and if any changes to the survey programme were required. For
the benthic surveys, NtMs were issued monthly during the survey campaign as well
as if any changes to the programme occurred. The dates notices were issued can be
found in Table 7.3

Table 7-3 - Dates NtMs were issued

Date Survey type

11 July 2017 Benthic survey

2 August 2017 Benthic survey

19 September 2017
6 November 2017
7 November 2017
13 November 2017
7 December 2017
13 December 2017
1 February 2018

22 March 2018

Benthic survey

Geophysical survey
Geophysical survey
Geophysical survey
Geophysical survey
Geophysical survey
Geophysical survey

Benthic survey

6 June 2018 Geotechnical survey

16 July 2018 Geotechnical survey

Engagement was also undertaken through phone calls/emails with fishermen to
agree and organise whether any fishing gear needed to be moved from survey
locations prior to works commencing.

For surveys undertaken in the UK Marine Area, notices were issued to the following
stakeholders:

* UK Hydrographic Office (‘(UKHO’)

* MoD Portsmouth

* Maritime and Coastguard Agency ((MCA’)
* MMO
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Trinity House

National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (‘NFFQO’)
Sea Fish Industry Authority

Association of Sea Fisheries Committees of England and Wales
Southern IFCA

Sussex IFCA

Brown and May Marine Ltd. Project Fisheries Liaison Officer
Portsmouth QHM

Cowes Harbour

Dover Harbour

Poole Harbour

ABP Southampton

Chichester Harbour

Langstone Harbour

WSP and Natural Power also undertook initial consultations via email and telephone
correspondence with marine users other than fishermen and authorities in relation to
the requirements for seabed survey licences and as notification of the surveys being
undertaken. These organisations included:

The Crown Estate (TCE);
MMO,;

MCA;

Channel Coast Observatory;,
Langstone Harbour;
QHM Portsmouth;
Tarmac Aggregates;
Volker Dredging;
CenturyLink;

IFA2 Interconnector;
British Telecom;

Natural England; and
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* Historic England.

7.4.1.10. WSP and the Applicant attended two meetings with TCE between May and
November 2017. These meetings introduced the Proposed Development and also
provided the platform to discuss the requirements of seabed survey licencing and
various cable routing options.

7.5. RESPONSE TO ENGAGEMENT

7.5.1.1. The feedback from the early engagement was important in enabling the Applicant to
refine its proposals. As mentioned above in Chapter 4 the Proposed Development
has evolved in response to the following key drivers:

* Feedback from consultees and members of the public, whether through
informal or formal engagement;

* Technical design work undertaken by the engineering team, having regard
to the need to adhere to technical specification and requirements for the
component parts;

* The EIA process; and

* Technical stakeholder engagement, including specialist advice and findings
from assessments and research.

7.5.1.2. In particular:

* The feedback informed the Applicant of other key stakeholders they should
engage with specific to the area such as East Solent Coastal Partnership
(‘ESCP’);

* The feedback with WCC, HCC, HBC, EHDC and SDNPA helped inform
early consideration of landscape and visual assessment work and design
principles.

* The feedback from PCC helped identify key concerns around traffic impact
of cable installation; and

* Initial feedback and identification of marine stakeholders.

7.5.1.3. As discussions with the local authorities were progressing and environmental surveys
being undertaken the Applicant was keen to commence consultation with the local
community, to introduce the Proposed Development and seek feedback to inform the
refinement of the proposals prior to any planning application being submitted.
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NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION

8.1.

8.1.1.1.

8.1.1.2.

8.1.1.3.

8.1.2.

8.1.2.1.

8.1.3.

8.1.3.1.

INTRODUCTION

A non-statutory consultation was undertaken on the emerging proposals from 3
January to 24 February 2018.

Consultation materials comprised exhibition boards (see Appendix 5.1.1C), feedback
forms (see Appendix 5.1.1D), an Information Leaflet (see Appendix 5.1.1B) and a
‘Non-Technical  Summary document about the Proposed Development (See
Appendix 5.11.E). Feedback from the consultation was considered and helped to
shape the Proposed Development. Invitation newsletters were also issued to the
local community prior to the consultation events providing details of the consultation.
This chapter sets out details of the consultation, information provided and process
undertaken.

PURPOSE OF THE NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION
The purpose of this phase of consultation was to:
* Introduce the Applicant within the region;
* Introduce the Proposed Development and the concept of interconnectors;

* Provide guidance and information to assist communities’ understanding
about the role of interconnectors and how they operate;

* Beginto establish relationships with local stakeholders and communities in
order to assistwith shaping the development of the Proposed Development;

* Seek feedback on the initial proposals and within the parameters set out in
Section 8.2; and

* Carry out consultation in accordance with the requirements of the TEN-E
Regulations.

OVERVIEW OF NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION PROCESS

The chart below (Plate 8.1) provides an overview of the engagement undertaken
during the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation. Further details of all
activities undertaken are provided at Chapter 8.4.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

8-63



27 November 2017:
Introductory letter and
information leafletissued
to stakeholders

9 January 2018:
Invitation newsletter
issued to local
households and
businesses

12 January 2018:
Stakeholders invited to
public exhibition event

preview sessions

23 Jan - 24 Feb 18:
Facebook adverts

viewable by the local
community

12 January 2018: Press
release issued to local
media

20 & 24 January 2018: Paid
for adverts placed inlocal
media

24, 26 & 27 January
2018: Three public
exhibition events held

24 February 2018:
Deadline for submitting
feedback

Plate 8-1 - Overview of engagement activities during January — February 2018 non-

statutory consultation

8.1.3.2. In November 2017 the Applicant undertook several engagement activities to give
advance notice of the consultation. This included an information leaflet and letters
sent to stakeholders (including cabinet and ward members within both District and
County Councils, Parish Councils, village resident associations and newspapers).
This is described below at Section 8.3.1 with copies of information sent at Appendices
5.1.1B and 5.1.1F, and the list of stakeholders contacted at Appendix 5.1.1G.

8.1.3.3. At this time, the dedicated UK consultation website for the Proposed Development
went live on 25" February 2019 and, through the briefings and letters sent,
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established multiple lines of communication for contacting the project team including
a freephone information line and project email address. Details of all contact methods
were included on all consultation material produced in association with the Proposed
Development.

On 9 January 2018 a two-page invitation newsletter on the Proposed Development
and forthcoming consultation events was sent to 10,013 households and businesses
in the vicinity. Information on this set out below at paragraphs 8.4.1.

Between 9 and 12 January 2018 follow up letters were sent to those contacted on 27
November 2017 inviting them to a 30-minute preview session priorto the start of each
consultation event.

On 12 January 2018 a press release and press advert for the consultation events
was published in local newspapers. Information on this is set out below at paragraphs
8.4.2.

Public consultation events were held on 24, 26 and 27 January 2018 and were
attended by 239 individuals.

Feedback to the consultation was encouraged in feedback forms available at the
consultation events and to download from the Proposed Development website.
Feedback could be submitted via post (using a freepost service), at the consultation
events, orvia the project email address. Feedback via the telephone was not logged
as formal feedback as it was not written, however those who telephoned wishing to
provide feedback were advised to send their comments in writing.

During the consultation period (3 January — 24 February 2018) the project website
also provided links to an online feedback form, exhibition boards displayed at the
public exhibition events, an Information Leaflet and a Non-Technical Summary (NTS)
of the project.

In addition to the consultation events, meetings with parish councils and the local
authorities were also carried out to provide additional opportunity for the project team
to answer questions and listen to feedback. A full list of these meetings in included in
Table 8.2.

All feedback was analysed by the project team and considered. This is summarised
in section 8.8 of this chapter alongside a summary of the regard had by the Applicant.
A description of how the Proposed Development evolved as a result of this feedback
is set out in Chapter 10.

SCOPE OF THE NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION
OVERVIEW

Given that the Project was at an earlier stage in its development, the scope of the
consultation was slightly broader than the statutory consultation period (set out in
Section 14.2) in line with the overall purpose of the consultation. Information was
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presented in an information leaflet sent to stakeholders in November 2017, invitation
newsletters sent out on 9 January 2018 and on the exhibitions boards available to
view at the exhibition events and on the project website.

Plate 8.2 below shows the extent of the Proposed Development as presented at the
consultation.

Y
et A‘ ey Land Poleni@lly Affecied by
| the Progosed Doveopmeont

X =Fmee 27 CF

" W [T7] texmang substason Boundry
Proposed Convertor Station Boundary

..} Oplon B

0 2 i 4 6 Kilometers
| | 1 |

POV

Plate 8-2 - Proposed Development geographical area as presented at the January —
February 2018 non-statutory consultation
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ENGAGEMENT TO SUPPORT THE NON-STATUTORY
CONSULTATION

LETTERS TO STAKEHOLDERS

Prior to launching the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation, the
Applicant wrote to stakeholders on Monday 27 November 2017 to introduce the
Proposed Development and offer an opportunity to meet with the project team
enclosing the information leaflet summarised above.

The Applicant prepared a master list of stakeholders with relevant contact details at
the outset of the consultation. This list was subsequently updated and refined through
the consultation process in discussion with relevant stakeholders, consultees and to
reflect changes that occurred over time (e.g. to add/remove elected members of
relevant local authorities as appropriate following events such as elections and
alterations to the Order Limits).

Two tiers of stakeholder were identified for receipt of the letters sent on 27 November
2017:

* Tier 1: Cabinet and ward members (or division members for HCC) at WCC,
HBC, EHDC, PCC and HCC (56 in total); the chair of Denmead Parish
Council; the chair of Horndean Parish Council; and

* Tier 2: Cabinet members and members of the planning committees at
WCC, HBC, EHDC and PCC,; local business groups including Hampshire
Chamber of Commerce, Solent LEP Office, Shaping Portsmouth; and local
community groups including Lovedean Village Residents Association,
Havant Borough Residents Alliance and The Portsmouth Society.

The letter was also sent to the relevant members of parliament whose constituencies
were affected by the Proposed Development (Penny Mordaunt MP, Stephen Morgan
MP, George Hollingbery MP and Alan Mak MP), two MPs whose constituencies were
in close proximity to the Proposed Development (Damian Hinds MP and Steve Brine
MP), along with the relevant ministers at BEIS (the Rt. Hon. Greg Clark MP, Richard
Harrington MP and Claire Perry MP).

A copy of the letter and information leaflet sent as part of this mailing can be viewed
in Appendices 5.1.1B and 5.1.1H, whilst the list of stakeholders contacted can be
found in Appendix 5.1.1G.

The information leaflet enclosed with the stakeholder letters contained the following
information:

* Introduction to the Applicant and the AQUIND Interconnector Project;
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Brief summary of why interconnectors are needed and the Applicant’s
intention to apply to the European Union for the Project to be granted
Project of Common Interest status;

How the AQUIND Interconnector will work and key elements;

A summary of the marine elements of the Proposed Development was
provided confirming Eastney as the preferred landing pointinthe UK for the
onshore elements. A brief summary of why the landing point at Eastney had
been chosen making reference to the optioneering process undertaken was
detailed, alongside the consideration of engineering and environmental
constraints, European designations and relative proximity to Lovedean as
the chosen substation location for connection to the UK electricity grid;

A summary of the onshore elements of the Proposed Development was
provided giving a brief written explanation of the onshore underground
cable route and the intention to lay the cable under existing verges or
highways where possible and locate the Converter Station at Lovedean
near to the existing national grid substation. It was stated that the Converter
Station would comprise a mix of buildings and outdoor electrical equipment
with the outdoor equipment being similar in nature to the national grid
substation. It was explained that the building would be constructed to a
maximum height of 22m with the design and layout yet to be finalised. It
was also explained that approximately 6-9 hectares of land would be
“procured” for the Converter Station to include any screening required. It
noted that ongoing work to understand environmental constraints was being
carried out and mitigation would be developed;

A section on mitigation and impacts confirmed an EIA would be carried out
and that EIA scoping reports would be submitted to the relevant local
planning authorities and MMO. It stated that further environmental surveys
would be carried out and construction would be managed working with the
local planning authorities on a construction management plan. It explained
that construction on local roads would be staged with every effort taken to
ensure that local road closures would be limited to one lane at any one time
as opposed to total closure. It stated that during construction only short
sections of the road would be affected to minimise congestion. For the
marine elements it was explained that a geophysical survey was underway
to inform geotechnical survey work; and

Infformation on the benefits of the Proposed Development and the UK
planning process was provided.
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Finally, information on the forthcoming public consultation was given providing details
of the public events and providing contact information for the project team (freephone,
email, freepost address and website address).

Following the mailout of the letters and information leaflet, the project team attempted
to make contact via telephone with each stakeholder that received an invitation to
ensure receipt of the letters, discuss the proposals and answer any queries that
individuals had.

On 27 November 2018, prior to the commencement of the January — February 2018
non-statutory consultation period, the Applicant established a number of lines of
communication, including a dedicated UK consultation website, freephone
information line and project email address. Details of all contact methods were
included on all consultation material produced in association with the Project.

LAUNCH OF NON-STATUTORY CONSULTATION
INVITATION NEWSLETTERS SENT ON 9 JANUARY 2018

To commence the January — February 2018 consultation period, the Applicant issued
a 2-page invitation newsletter to 10,013 households and businesses in the vicinity of
the Proposed Development. A copy of the invitation newsletter can be found in
Appendix 5.1.1F and its contents are summarised below:

* An overview of the Proposed Development, explaining what the Applicant
is proposing, what an interconnector is, the core components and a
description of the cable route corridor;

* Details of the public consultation events;

* Information about the Applicant;

* Anoverview of why interconnectors are needed;
* The benefits of the Proposed Development; and

* Details about how to find out further information, provide feedback and
contact the Applicant.

The invitation newsletter was issued to those homes and businesses the Applicant
believed to be the most likely to be affected by the Proposed Development. The
distribution area incorporated households and business within approximately 100m
of the proposed onshore underground cable route, and those within a 500m radius
of both the proposed Converter Station and Landfall locations.

The invitation newsletters were distributed by post by Royal Mail on 9 January 2018.
Maps illustrating the distribution area can be found in Appendix 5.1.1l.
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It was subsequently realised that the distribution area did not include one stretch of
the proposed onshore underground cable route along Hambledon Road, or an area
of land potentially affected by the Proposed Development in the Denmead area.
However, the Applicant does not believe this impacted the ability of the local
community to participate in the consultation, due to the extensive publicity conducted
through other channels as detailed below in the remainder of Chapter 8. In addition,
the public exhibition event held at Lovedean Village Hall (the venue nearest the area
affected) was attended by a significantly higher number of individuals than the events
held at Waterlooville Community Centre and Milton Village Community Hall, thereby
illustrating that the local community were well informed of the consultation. All these
areas were included in the mailing area for the statutory consultation period in 2019
and all subsequent mailings.

In the week commencing 15 January 2018, copies of the invitation newsletter were
also distributed to the three venues identified to hold the public exhibition events, to
be displayed on noticeboards within the venue (where possible). Photographs of the
notices in place can be found in Appendix 5.1.1J.

STAKEHOLDER INVITATIONS SENT ON 12 JANUARY 2018

The Applicant followed up the 27 November 2017 letter to identified stakeholders with
a tailored cover letter issued on 12 January 2018 alongside the invitation newsletter
to participate in the consultation. The letter invited stakeholders to attend a 30-minute
preview session prior to the main public exhibition events in order to allow early sight
of the proposals and an opportunity for an initial discussion with the Project Team.
Subsequently, the project team followed up with phone calls to discuss the proposals
with all stakeholders who were in receipt of the correspondence outlined above. A
copy of the stakeholder preview invitation covering letter can be found in Appendix
5.1.1K, whilst the list of stakeholders invited to these sessions can be found in
Appendix 5.1.1L.

PRESS RELEASE AND MEDIA

To ensure the wider community was aware of the consultation, a detailed press
release was issued to the Portsmouth News (circulation: 34,960), Horndean Post
(circulation: 6,574), Southern Daily Echo (circulation: 14,491) and Hampshire
Chronicle (circulation: 7,973) on 12 January 2018. The press release contained the
following information:

* Anoverview of the Proposed Development;
* Background information about the Applicant;

* Detalls of the public exhibition events;
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*  The Applicant’s contact information including the freephone information line
and the website address; and

* Details of the Applicant’'s engagement with landowners and stakeholders.

A copy of the pre-exhibition press release is available in Appendix 5.1.1N.

Following the issue of the press release, a number of articles were published relating
to the Proposed Development in the local media. Copies of the coverage obtained
can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.10.

In addition to the press release, the Applicant placed a quarter-page paid-for advert
on 20 January 2018 in the Portsmouth News and on 24 January 2018 in the
Horndean Post, Petersfield Post, Clanfield Post and Bordon Post. The
advertisements contained the following information:

* Anoverview of the Proposed Development;
* Background information about the Applicant;
* Details of the public exhibition events;

* The Applicant’s contact information including the freephone information line
and the website address; and

* Potential benefits of AQUIND Interconnector.

A copy of the advert can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.1P.

To raise further awareness of the January - February 2018 non-statutory consultation
and encourage the local community to provide their feedback, the Applicant
published a Facebook advert that was viewable by approximately 300,000 individuals
living within the area potentially affected by the Proposed Development. A copy of
the Facebook advert and a map of the distribution area can be found in Appendix
5.1.10Q.

The advert directed users to the dedicated UK consultation website where they could
find more information on the public exhibition events and consultation process.

The advert ran for 31 days from Tuesday 23 January 2018 to Saturday 24 February
2018, reaching 56,494 individuals and directing 778 users to the UK consultation
website.

Following the conclusion of the public exhibition events, the text of the advert was
altered on Monday 29 January 2018 to provide individuals with information on how
they could submit their feedback on the Proposed Development.*

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONEVENTS

The Applicant hosted three public exhibition events to display the proposals for the
Proposed Development. Details of each event are outlined in Table 8.1 below:
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Table 8-1 - Details of public exhibition events 2018

Date Venue Address Opening Times
Wednesday 24 Waterlooville 10 Maurepas Way, 2 - 8pm
January 2018 Community Centre  Waterlooville, PO7 7AY

Friday 26 January Milton Village 182 Milton Road, 2 - 8pm

2018 Community Hall Southsea, PO4 8PR

Saturday 27 Lovedean Village 160 Lovedean Lane, 2 - 8pm
January 2018 Hall Waterlooville, PO8 9SF

The three venues selected were chosen due to their close proximity to the proposed
onshore underground cable route, Converter Station and Landfall locations. The date
and timings of the events were intended to encourage maximum participation from
the local community, whilst all venues had disabled access.

Each public exhibition event gave the local community the opportunity to view
proposals for the Proposed Development, speak with the project team and provide
their feedback.

The three public exhibition events were attended by a total of 239 individuals. Photos
of each public exhibition event can be found in Appendix 5.1.1R. A set of public
exhibition information boards were produced and available to view at each of the
public exhibition events. A summary of information within these boards is provided
below.

Additional materials were also available at the exhibition, which included the
following:

* Spare hard copies of the exhibition boards;

* Hard copies of the invitation newsletter;

* Feedback forms (normal and large-print);

* Avisitor's book, for registering attendance;

* Freepost envelopes, to return completed feedback forms;
* A ballot box to deposit completed feedback forms;

* An A4 copy of the press advert;

4 Due to the character limits on text for the advert it was not possible to include information on both the events
and feedback mechanisms at the same time. Howewer, the adwert linked users to the website, which stated
how individuals could provide feedback for the entire period that it was live.
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* Ahard copy of the distribution area for the invitation newsletter;

* Copies of plans which illustrated details about the Proposed Development;
and

* Directional signage to lead attendees into the venue.
EXHIBITION BOARDS

A copy of the exhibition boards used for the public events is at Appendix 5.1.1C.
These boards were available to view at the exhibitions themselves and then after the
events on the project website from 2 February 2018. The exhibition boards provided
the following information:

General

An overview onwhat AQUIND Interconnector is, how interconnectors work, why they
are needed and their benefits.

A description of the main components of the Proposed Development was set out
together with a map (see Figure 8.2) showing the proposed cable route location and
land around the Lovedean, substation within which two potential options for
Converter Station locations were situated.

Information was presented on the EIA process for both marine and onshore with a
summary of the environmental surveys proposed and an update that EIA scoping
reports were being prepared to be submitted to the LPAs and MMO.

It was explained that a construction mitigation plan would be prepared working
closely with the LPAs to provide a framework for mitigating impacts. This would
include mitigation of construction traffic impact. It was presented that construction
work affecting local roads would be undertaken in stages, with every effort taken to
ensure that local road closures would be limited to one lane at any one time, as
opposed to a total closure. It was also proposed that, during construction, only short
sections of road would be affected to minimise congestion and disruption.

Converter Station

Information was provided on why the Converter Station was required and why it was
proposed to be located at Lovedean, Hampshire in the vicinity of the Lovedean
substation.

Two possible converter station locations were presented within a pale red shaded
area around the Lovedean Substation location: Option A and Option B. The pale red
area represented the land potentially affected by the Proposed Development.

It was explained that the Converter Station site would comprise a mix of buildings
and outdoor electrical equipment, with the outdoor equipment being similar in nature
to the equipment at Lovedean Substation. It was also noted that the building roof line
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would vary in height, but would be approximately 22m at its peak and that is
anticipated that approximately 6-9 hectares of land would be needed.

Feedback was specifically sought on the approach to design and mitigation. It was
explained that the design of the Converter Station would be progressed in due course
and that mitigation measures would be considered to reduce the landscape, visual
and ecological effects. Indicative illustrative examples of a typical converter station
in situ were shown. Mitigation measures which would be considered were presented:

* Integrating the development and associated infrastructure into the
surrounding topography;

*  Working with the shape of the land and making positive use of material
arising from the works to create new screening landform and reduce the
apparent height of the building;

* Minimising the loss of existing vegetation of ecological value (particularly
long-established hedgerows and veteran trees);

* Introducing new planting which would be sympathetic to the surrounding
landscape character and reflective of native species; and

* Considering height, mass, colour, texture and nature of materials for the
buildings and associated infrastructure which would be sensitive to the
immediate surroundings.

Feedback was also sought on measures to mitigate the audible impact and
consultees were asked whether they supported the measures being considered, i.e.
noise attenuation within the Converter Station and/or bund external to the Converter
Station to act as a noise barrier.

Feedback was requested for any general comments regarding the location,
environmental considerations, timing and management of construction works,
mitigation and design and layout.

Landfall Point

The landfall point was identified as being in Eastney, near Portsmouth and an
explanation of what this would comprise was given. It was explained that the onshore
and marine cables would be joined at a Transition Joint Bay which would be a buried
structure containing joints between the four cables. The onshore cables would enter
the structure underground and the offshore cables would leave underground either
through a backfilled trench or through a duct installed by Horizontal Directional
Driling (‘HDD’) or similar. Example illustrations of potential HDD rig set up during
construction were also provided.
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A summary of why Eastney was chosen as the preferred landfall was provided
together with an overview of the optioneering process undertaken and explanation of
environmental constraints.

Feedback was sought on the approach to the landfall location, whether people
agreed with the approach and if they had any other comments regarding its location,
environmental considerations or timing and management of planned construction
works.

Underground Cable Route

It was explained that four HVYDC cables would connect the marine cables from the
landing point at Eastney to the new Converter Station at Lovedean less than 20km
away. It was noted that these would be underground.

An explanation was given about how the proposed cable route was arrived at. It
stated that the cables would be buried under existing verges or highways, where
possible It noted that the exact construction methods would depend on the final route.
It stated that a typical underground cable installation would involve trench excavation,
installing ducts and reinstating the road. It was explained that the cable could then
be pulled through the ducts at a later date. Example pictures were presented.

Feedback was specifically requested on the approach to the cable route presented
and comments requested on location, environmental considerations and timing and
management of planned construction works.

It was explained that appropriate traffic mitigation measures would be put in place
before the start of any construction work.

Marine Elements

The proposed marine cable route was presented and that this would comprise a
Marine Cable Corridor within which surveys would be undertaken to identify the route.

It was explained that EIA Scoping for the marine elements was currently underway
and that the Applicant would work closely with local and national stakeholders who
have the potential to be impacted by the marine cable installation process. It was
explained that engagement with relevant stakeholders had already started as part of
the EIA process (see Section 7.4 of this Report) on planned geophysical and
geotechnical campaigns which would inform project design including where and how
deep the marine cables would need to be buried within the corridor and help inform
the EIA.

Feedback was requested from attendees at the public events on specific factors that
should be considered further in order to minimise potential impacts on the natural
and historic marine environment and to other marine users.
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ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION MATERIALS

As part of the consultation, the Applicant also produced an Information Leaflet and a
Non-Technical Summary (‘NTS’) to provide consultees with further information
regarding the Project.

Both documents were available to view on the UK consultation website throughout
the consultation period.

The NTS included the following information:

Information about the Applicant;

Overview of the Proposed Development;

Benefits of AQUIND Interconnector;

Proposed UK and French onshore cable routes;
Proposed marine cable route;

Proposed UK and French landfall locations;

Proposed UK and French Converter Station locations;
Permit granting processes in both the UK and France;
Potential environmental impacts;

Approach to consultation; and

Project status and next steps.

A copy of the NTS is available to view at Appendix 5.1.1E.

The information leaflet, which is available at Appendix 5.1.1B, contained the following
information:

Introduction to the Applicant and the AQUIND Interconnector Project;

A brief summary of why interconnectors are needed and the Applicant’s
intention to apply to the European Union for the Project to be granted
Project of Common Interest status;

How AQUIND Interconnector will work and key elements;

A summary of the marine elements of the Proposed Development was
provided confirming Eastney as the preferred landing pointinthe UK for the
onshore elements. A brief summary was given of why the landing point at
Eastney had been chosen making reference to the optioneering process
undertaken, considering of engineering and environmental constraints and
European designations and relative proximity to Lovedean as the chosen
substation location for connection to the UK electricity grid;
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A summary of the onshore elements of the Proposed Development was
provided giving a brief written explanation of the onshore underground
cable route and being buried under existing verges or highways where
possible and Converter Station location at Lovedean near to the national
grid substation. It was stated that the Converter Station would comprise a
mix of buildings and outdoor electrical equipment with the outdoor
equipment being similar in nature to the national grid substation. The
building would be up to 22m at peak with the design and layout yet to be
finalised. Approximately 6-9 hectares of land would be required for the
Converter Station which would include any screening. Ongoing work to
understand environmental constraints was being carried out and mitigation
would be developed;

A section on mitigation and impacts confirming that an Environmental
Impact Assessment would be carried out and that EIA scoping reports
would be submitted to the relevant local planning authorities and MMO.
Further environmental surveys would be carried out and construction would
be managed working with the local planning authorities on a construction
management plan. Construction on local roads would be staged with every
effort taken to ensure that local road closures would be limited to one lane
at any one time as opposed to total closure. During construction only short
sections of the road would be affected to minimise congestion. For the
marine elements itwas explained that a geophysical survey was underway
to inform geotechnical survey work; and

Information on the benefits of the Proposed Development and the UK
planning process was provided.

PROJECT WEBSITE

During the pre-application process, the UK consultation website, hosted at
www.aquindconsultation.co.uk, contained the following information and was updated

to provide further information where appropriate:

Information on the Proposed Development;

Information about the Applicant;

Project FAQs;

News and events;

Information about the pre-application consultation process;
Project timeline;

Information on the PCI designation;
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* Information Leaflet®;
* NTS of the project’; and
e Contact details

During the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation, the website also
provided:

* Anonline feedback form (download); and
* Exhibition boards displayed at the public exhibition events.

Online information, such as the Proposed Development FAQs hosted on the project
website, was developed throughout the pre-application process to reflect the
progress of the application, and in response to key milestones. An example of the
FAQs included on the website can be found in Appendix 5.1.1A.

As the pre-application consultation process developed, the website was regularly
updated with relevant project updates, information about the changes to the
application process as a result of the Section 35 Direction, and all relevant
documentation produced during the January — February 2018 and February — April
2019 consultation periods.

MEETINGS WITH STAKEHOLDERS

In addition to the public consultation events (described above), members of the
project team held a number of meetings with stakeholders prior to and during the
consultation period (3 January to 24 February 2018) with one meeting held
afterwards with Hambledon Parish Council. A list of all meetings held is shown in
Table 8.2 below. Feedback received at the meetings is summarised below in section
8.8.2. How the Applicant has had regard to feedback received has been considered
in the evolution of the Proposed Development set out in Chapter 10.
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Table 8-2 - Meetings with Stakeholders (3 January to 24 February 2018)

Date Attendees Main topics of discussion
3 January East Hampshire District Converter Station (including location,
2018 Council: Elected Members audio, visual and construction impact, and
and senior planning officers the rationale behind selection of Lovedean)
Winchester City Council:
Senior planning officers
3January  Denmead Parish Council: Converter Station (including audio and
2018 Elected Members visual impact, location, rationale behind
selection of Lovedean)
Winchester City Council: Application process
Elected Members Construction
Onshore underground cable route
Members of the Public Brexit
Consultation
9 January  Winchester City Council: Financial contributions
2018 Elect(_ed Mer_nbers and senior Benefits
planning officers
Consultation
Converter Station (including location and
audio impact)
15 January Portsmouth City Council: Licensing
2018 EI(_ected Members and senior Funding
officers
Landfall

Victory Energy Supply: Senior

officers

Onshore underground cable route

Construction

5 Two ersions of the Information Leaflet were produced. The first version was produced prior to the informal
consultation undertaken in January — February 2018 under the TCPA1990 regime, whilst the second was
produced after the section 35 direction from the Secretary of State and reflected the change in consenting
regime to the Dewelopment Consent Order process. Further details on the first version are included at

Paragraph 8.3.1.6.

6 Two Non-Technical Summaries of the project were produced. The first version was produced whilst AQUIND
was pursuing a TCPA 1990 Act consenting regime, and the second version was a summary of the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report available during February — April 2019 statutory consultation.
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Date Attendees Main topics of discussion
16 January Member of Parliament for Converter Station (including location)
2018 Meon Valley & researcher Benefits
Member of Parliament for Onshore underground cable route
Havant _
Researcher from the office of Consultation
Member of Parliament for
East Hampshire
13 WCC, EHDC, PCC, HBC, Project update. Planning strategy and
February SDNPA parameter based approach. Converter
2018 station, cable route, site selection
13 The Crown Estate The Crown Estate Option Agreement and
February Licence and Routeing Options
2018
14 Havant Borough Council: Project overview
February Elected Members Key milestone
2018
Public consultation
Anticipated timescales
Cable installation
Construction management plan
5 March Hambledon Parish Council Construction timetable
2018

FEEDBACK MECHANISMS

In addition to introducing the local community to the Project, the January — February
2018 non-statutory consultation also sought feedback on the proposals for the
Proposed Development that were presented.

To facilitate this, feedback forms (including large print and easy read versions) were
available at each public exhibition event for attendees to fill in and return to the team
by placing them in the ballot box provided, or by posting it to the project team using
a freepost envelope.

Onshore underground cable route
IFA2
Converter Station
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A copy of the feedback form was also available to download from the UK consultation
website and return to the project team via email or using the project’s freepost
address.

The standard, large print and easy read feedback forms from the January — February
2018 consultation can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.1D.

The deadline for providing feedback was Saturday 24 February 2018. This was
clearly stated on the feedback form and gave the local community four weeks after
the date of the first public exhibition to provide their comment to the Applicant.

In addition, attendees had the opportunity to speak with members of the project team
at each public exhibition event whilst the project's freephone information line, email
address and freepost address outlined in Chapter 5 were available for individuals to
ask questions or request further information. Where such requests were received,
the Applicant provided a response ina timely manner.

CONTENT OF THE FEEDBACK FORM

As noted above, people were encouraged to respond to the consultation using the
feedback form which was available at the exhibition events and on the project
website. Questions asked in the feedback form are set out in Table 8.3 below and
included options for responses which could be chosen.

Table 8-3 - Questions on the feedback form non-statutory consultation 2018

Q Question on Feedback Form Responses
Received

la In which Local Authority/Council do you live? 46

1b In what capacity are you responding to the consultation? 47

1c How did you find out about the consultation? a7

1d Which consultation event did you attend? 47

le If you attended a public exhibition, did you find this event helpful in 46
answering any questions or concerns you may have had?

2a To what extent do you agree with the aims of the AQUIND 43
Interconnector project?

2b What aspect of the proposal interests you the most? a7

3a Do you agree with the approach to the design of the converter station? 43
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3c

3d

3e

3f

4a

4b

4c

5a

5b

6a

6b
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Question on Feedback Form

To mitigate the visual impact of the converter station a number of
measures are being considered. Please indicate which of the following
measures, if any, do you support.

To mitigate the audible impact of the converter station a number of
measures are being considered. Please indicate which of the following
measures, if any, do you support.

Are there any additional factors you feel we should consider in relation
to the location, design and/or layout of the converter station?

Are there any other specific measures you would suggest we put in
place to mitigate the visual, noise or environmental impact of the
converter station?

Do you have any other general comments regarding the converter
station in terms of its location, environmental considerations, or timing
and management of planned construction works?

Do you agree with the approach [to underground the cables]?

Do you agree with the approach [as to how the proposed cable route
was identified]?

Do you have any other general comments regarding the cable route in
terms of its location, environmental considerations or timing and
management of planned construction works?

Do you agree with the approach [to identifying the preferred landfall
location at Eastney]?

Do you have any other general comments regarding the landfall location
in terms of its location, environmental considerations, or timing and
management of planned construction works?

Are there any specific factors you would suggest we consider in order to
minimise impacts on the natural or historic environment, including for
example marine archaeology or marine habitats?

Are there any specific factors you would suggest we consider in order to
minimise impacts to other marine users, including commercial fishing,
shipping, recreational users and others?

D=

Responses
Received

40

39

44

40

42
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Question on Feedback Form Responses

Received

Do you have any other comments or questions with regards to AQUIND 7
Interconnector?

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK

Following the conclusion of this consultation period, the Applicant reviewed and
analysed the feedback received. A total of 49 responses to the January — February
2018 non-statutory consultation were received by the advertised feedback deadline
of Saturday 24 February 2018 in the form of feedback forms. No late responses were
received.

Information from this phase of consultation was compiled into a Feedback Analysis
Report, which outlined the core data and feedback themes that were gathered at
events, via feedback forms and online. This Report can be found in Appendix 5.1.1S.

A summary of the feedback received was issued to key stakeholders by post and
email, together with those who had registered their interest in receiving updates
through the project website, on a feedback form or via signing in at a public exhibition
event, and was also uploaded to the UK consultation website. A copy of the feedback
summary issued to stakeholders can be found in Appendix 5.1.1T.

Table 10.1 in Chapter 10 summarises the key themes identified in feedback provided
during this period of consultation This includes consideration of discussions held with
stakeholder's post consultation close leading to the Statutory Consultation and
explains how the feedback has influenced the design of the Proposed Development.

To provide some context on the key issues raised based on the number of responses
received, a full breakdown of the frequency of all issues raised from the feedback
forms and letters can be found in Appendix 5.1.1T.

FEEDBACK PROVIDED AT MEETINGS WITH STAKEHOLDERS

As stated in Section 8.6 and Table 8.2 above a number of meetings were held during
the consultation and one shortly after the close of the consultation. Some of these
meetings were attended just by councillors (or in the case of PCC, the Leader of the
Council) and the one at Denmead Parish Council was attended by members of the
public who were able to ask questions. Points raised at these meetings can be
summarised as follows:

Converter Station

Councillors at EHDC and WCC echoed comments which had been provided at earlier
meetings with planning officers in that they wanted to see a preferred Converter
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Station location as soon as possible. One of the options fell within EHDC's boundary
and one within WCC's. They felt presenting one preferred option at the consultation
would provide greater certainty for the public. The Applicant explained that further
ground investigation work was needed and environmental surveys and technicalwork
was still being undertaken, and that this would all inform a decision on the preferred
option together with the consultation feedback.

8.8.2.3. Neither councillors nor planning officers at EHDC or WCC agreed with the proposed
planning strategy of applying for an outline planning permission based on parameters
and design principles with reserved matters on the detail of the designto follow. The
Applicantexplained that it was usual for a parameter-based approach with details to
followto be adopted for converter stations and that contractors would not be procured
at this early stage in the proposal to inform the final design. Therefore, it would not
be possible to agree a detailed design at this stage. The Applicant explained that
further detail on landscape and visual mitigation was expected at outline stage.

8.8.2.4. In addition to a preference for more detailed designto be shown, a request for a more
illustrative example of the Converter Station as against the proposed location was
made, a sketch or artist's impression was requested. It was requested that a green
roof and vertical green walls should be considered. There was support for setting the
Converter Station building into the landscape as much as possible. Options or
examples of screening would be useful to see. EHDC requested a landscape
architect be appointed to assist with the building design parameters. The Applicant
explained that the intention was to agree design principles at the consenting stage
with further detail of the design to be agreed post any consent award. The request
for a more illustrative example specific to the location was noted by the Applicant. A
landscape architect was appointed by the Applicantin 2018 and has been working
with the Applicant on the design principles and parameters. Further information on
how this has evolved is summarised below in Chapter 10 and also the Design and
Access Statement (DAS) (Document Reference 5.5).

8.8.2.5. Further information on what would be within the Converter Station area was
requested, for example, the size and design of the control centre building and car
parking area. The Applicant explained that this was all being considered as part of
the emerging proposals to be informed by further technical work, environmental
surveys and stakeholder engagement.

8.8.2.6. Councillors asked what was proposed at night having in mind SDNP’s dark skies
policy. The Applicant noted this point and explained that there was no intention for
the Converter Station to be lit at night other than in exceptional circumstances such
as urgent maintenance.

8.8.2.7. A robust assessment of potential noise impacts was expected. More detail on noise
impacts was requested. Thiswas noted by the Applicant. It was explained that the
Applicant would be carrying out an environmental impact assessment which would
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consider noise impactand discussions would be had with the relevant Environmental
Health Officer. A meeting took place with noise experts from the project team and the
Environmental Health Officers at WCC and EHDC in June 2018 to agree modelling
and assessment methodology for operational noise.

Further information as to why Lovedean had been chosen as the preferred location
was requested. For example, why was the team not looking at Fawley. The
optioneering process was explained by the Applicant but it was noted that further
information had been requested. A meeting was later held with HCC, EHDC, WCC,
PCC and SDNPA on 13 March 2018 where members of the project team gave a
presentation with further explanation of the optioneering process undertaken.

Onshore Underground Cable Route

At the PCC leader’s briefing the choice of Eastney was discussed and more details
of the decision were requested. The leader of PCC asked the project team to consider
a potential location in the north-eastern corner of Langstone Harbour. The constraints
around this area were highlighted by the Applicant. The Applicant agreed to provide
further information on this.

The need to avoid installation of underground cables through densely populated parts
of Portsmouth in Eastney and Milton area was said to be important. This was noted
by the project team. The optioneering meeting on 14 March 2018 with HCC, EHDC,
PCC, SDNPA and WCC, which gave more information on the optioneering approach
and also information about why use of Langstone Harbour and Hayling Island were
not suitable as landing points.

Feedback from this and previous meetings with PCC together with feedback in the
feedback forms led directly to the team progressing ground investigation work to
consider alternative cable route options to minimise impact on Eastern Road and
Milton Road in 2019 and now part of the DCO Application.

Many wanted to know when the final route would be confirmed and what the
construction impacts would be. It was explained by the Applicantthat further technical
work was required before any route could be finalised in addition to consideration of
consultation responses and the results of an environmentalimpactassessment. The
Applicant noted that the EIA would assess likely significant effects from the
construction process.

Community Benefit

WCC and Denmead Parish Council asked whether there would be some community
benefit with the proposal, acknowledging that any contribution would need to meet
the usual tests of being fair, necessary and proportionate. This was noted by the
Applicant who considered whether a community benefits contribution was
appropriate or what planning obligations would be required in connection with the
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Proposed Development which meet the relevant legislative tests. Discussions are
ongoing in this regard.
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ENGAGEMENT FOLLOWING NON-

STATUTORY CONSULTATION

9.1.

9.1.1.1.

9.1.1.2.

9.1.1.3.

9.1.14.

9.1.15.

9.1.1.6.

9.1.1.7.

9.1.1.8.

9.1.2.

9.1.2.1.

INTRODUCTION

Following the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation, and prior to the
February — April 2019 statutory consultation, the Applicant maintained open lines of
communication with stakeholders and all interested parties via updates to the
website.

All calls to the freephone information line and emails to the dedicated project
consultation email address were responded to as per the processes set out in
Chapter 5.3.

During this period, the Applicant was closely monitoring the local situation for any
significant alterations in relation to community or political matters.

Following the May 2018 local elections, which brought about a change of
administration at Portsmouth City Council and the election of new ward members
across the relevant Local Planning Authorities, the Applicant updated the stakeholder
database accordingly to reflect the changes.

Further to the above, the Applicant also engaged with the local community in a variety
of ways between the January — February 2018 and February — April 2019
consultation periods. It was at this point in the pre-application process that the
Applicant submitted its Section 35 request to the Secretary of State (June 2018), and
the application became an application for development consent under the PA 2008
(July 2018), rather than under the TCPA 1990 Act and MCAA 2009.

This resulted in a change in approach to ensure that activity undertaken complied
with the requirements of the PA 2008.

The alterations to the pre-application consultation required as a result of this change
in status were communicated to the local population and technical stakeholders,
alongside a number of other key project updates and targeted communications.

The activities undertaken during this time are summarised below.

POST JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2018 CONSULTATION UPDATES - MARCH
2018

Following the conclusion of the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation,
a press release was issued to the Portsmouth News, Horndean Post and Hampshire
Chronicle and uploaded to the UK consultation website on 6 March 2018. The press
release contained the following information:
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9.1.3.1.

9.1.3.2.

9.1.3.3.

9.2
9.2.1.1.
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* Anoverview of the Project;

* A summary of the consultation and feedback received;
* Project timescales; and

¢ Contact details.

A copy of the press release is available in Appendix 5.1.1U.

To update the local community immediately following the January — February 2018
consultation, a community update newsletter was mailed on 7 March 2018 to all those
that attended a public exhibition event, provided feedback or registered for updates
via the consultation website.

The newsletter provided information regarding the January — February 2018 non-
statutory consultation, including a summary of the feedback received, along with
detail regarding next steps in the TCPA 1990 consenting process. A copy of the
community update newsletter is included in Appendix 5.1.1T.

UPDATES FOLLOWING SECTION 35 NOTIFICATION — JULY 2018

Following the Section 35 direction by the SoS on the 30 July 2018, the Applicant
issued a press release (also on 30 July 2018) to the Portsmouth News, Horndean
Post and Hampshire Chronicle, which outlined the requirement for an application for
the DCO to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, and noted that further
consultation with the local community would be undertaken in due course. A copy of
the press release is available in Appendix 5.1.2A.

In addition, on 17 August 2018 the Applicant wrote to all onshore stakeholders and
those who had registered their interest in the Project (and provided their postal
address) to outline further information on the DCO process. The covering letter and
briefing note issued can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.2B.

On 13 August 2018 members of the project team met with planning officers at the
LPAs, HCC and SDNP to provide an update on the progress of the proposal and
planning strategy following the Section 35 Direction. An overview of the requirements
and process under the PA 2008 was given by the Applicant together with an outline
of the role of local authorities in the process and differences with the TCPA 1990
regime. An update on the indicative programme was provided by the Applicant and
it was explained that a formal consultation stage would be undertaken under the
Planning Act 2008 early in 2019.

SUMMARY OF ONGOING ENGAGEMENT — ONSHORE

A list of the engagement and meetings held with key stakeholders regarding the
onshore aspects of the Proposed Development following the January - February
2018 non-statutory consultation is set out below.
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Table 9-1 - Summary of ongoing engagement - Onshore

Date Attendees
5 March Hambledon Parish
2018 Council

Presentation to 6
parish councillors, 1
WCC councillor and
1 HCC councillor

14 March WCC, EHDC, PCC,
2018 HCC, SDNPA

28 March Portsmouth Water

2018 and EA

15 May HCC Highways
2018

21 May PCC

2018

22 May Highways England
2018 (‘HE")

Main topics of discussion

Discussion on Converter Station, landscape and
visual effects, design.

Meeting on site selection and optioneering
undertaken for the Proposed Development
(Lovedean, Eastney and onshore cable route) to
respond to questions raised for more information on
the process undertaken. Feedback from HCC on
utilising land proposed for the West of Waterlooville
Major Development Area to minimise disruption to
London Road. Feedback from EHDC on
optioneering undertaken to site Converter Station
adjacent to Lovedean substation. Reference is made
to Chapter 2 of the ES, Alternatives (Document
reference: 6.1.2).

Update on Proposed Development and proposed
ground investigation work. Work proposed at the
Converter Station area to inform identification of
preferred location and along cable route in particular
Portsmouth area to identify potential alternative
options in response to concerns raised by PCCin
relation to use of Milton Road and Eastern Road.

Discussion on cable route, installation methodology
and proposed ground investigations.

Update on proposed ground investigation work to
consider alternative cable route options following
PCC feedback during the consultation to minimise
traffic impact on Milton Road and Eastern Road and
utilise Milton Common. See Chapter 2 of the ES,
Alternatives (Document reference 6.1.2) for further
information on cable route optioneering.

Update on key area of interest for HE where
proposed cable route passes under A27, linking
Portsmouth Island to the mainland.
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Date

18 July
2018

Attendees

WCC and EHDC

D=

AQUi

Main topics of discussion

Discussion with Environmental Health Officers on
acoustic noise modelling methodology, results and
mitigation.

30 July 2018 - Section 35 Direction issued by SoS

13 August
2018

17 August
2018

7
September
2018

13
September
2018

15 October
2018

29 October
2018

WCC, EHC, HBC,
PCC, HCC, SDNP

ESCP and PCC

PINS

WCC

WCC, EHDC,
SDNPA

HCC

Briefing on Section 35 Direction and DCO process.
Update on proposed pre-application engagement
and anticipated statutory consultation timescales.

Meeting to discuss proposed ESCP coastal defence
works and programme for Portsea Island near to the
Proposed Development. AQUIND project update
provided. Ground conditions at Milton Common
discussed.

Introduction to Proposed Development following
Section 35 Direction.

Informal engagement on SoCC. See Chapter 12 for
more information.

Meeting with the Applicant’s landscape consultant
and architects discussing mitigation and indicative
Converter Station design. Views sought on content
for PEIR to support statutory consultation and early
design concepts including whether to celebrate or
conceal the building and proposed options for
cladding. See Design and Access Statement (‘DAS’)
(Document Reference 5.5).

Highways aspects of Proposed Development
discussed.

29 October 2018 - EIA Scoping Requestissued to PINS

5
November
2018

Natural England

Meeting to discuss project update including
Denmead Meadows, working in SINCs, removal of
trees and Eastney Beach.
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Date Attendees

7 PCC

November

2018

7 Portsmouth Water
November

2018

15 PCC

November

2018

27 WCC, EHC, HBC,

November PCC, HCC, SDNP
2018

4 WCC and EHDC
December

2018

11 WCC, EHC, HBC,

December PCC, HCC, SDNP
2018

8 January WCC and EHDC
2019

AQUINDs=s

Main topics of discussion

Highways aspects of Proposed Development
discussed.

Update on use of Portsmouth Water owned land
adjacent to Farlington Avenue being considered as
an alternative cable route option to Farlington
Avenue. Information requested on underground
utilities and ground conditions.

Briefing to PCC Leader following Land Interest
Questionnaire distribution.

First of regular fortnightly project meetings (or
telephone calls as appropriate) with the planning
officers at the local authorities to provide updates on
project progress, receive feedback and discuss
issues arising. Discussed EIA scoping report
submitted to PINS; DCO process and pre-application
period; SoCC discussion; proposed timescales;
updated site boundary as presented in EIA Scoping
Report; update on alternative cable route options
being considered which are proposed for
consultation at the Statutory Consultation, request
for feedback; update on Converter Station
optioneering and feedback sought on preference
between Option A and B, separate meeting was
requested; and update on land referencing and other
engagement activity in the area.

Converter Station optioneering update for Options A
and B. WCC feedback that design should reflect site
context.

Project meeting with planning officers. Discussed
SoCC update and questions; update on emerging
results of ground investigation work; update from
Converter Station meeting; and discussion of cable
route options being progressed.

Update confirmation of preferred Converter Station
location (Option B).
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Date

10 January
2019

14 January
2019

22 January
2019

31 January
2019

Attendees

WCC, EHC, HBC,
PCC, HCC, SDNP

WCC, EHDC,
SNDPA

WCC, EHC, HBC,
PCC, HCC, SDNPA

WCC and EHDC

AQUINDs=s

Main topics of discussion

Project meeting with planning officers. Discussed
preferred Converter Station, PEIR for forthcoming
statutory consultation, update on cable route
options, land referencing, future engagement and
SoCC. Request for details of residents who had
been concerned with Land Interest Questionnaire
process from PCC.

Converter Station design meeting with project team
architects. Agreed to establish a focus group to
progress discussion around landscape mitigation
and indicative design options to produce design
principles. Three design options explained in more
detail. Discussion on concealing or celebrating the
building continued. Request to consider using cut
and fill to lower overall height. Discussion of colour
palette. Discussion of delivery of final design within
the DCO process. Further detail of discussions are
within the DAS (Document reference 5.5).

Project meeting with planning officers. Discussed
forthcoming statutory consultation and process;
PEIR; consultation document; cable route options to
be presented and rationale behind them, especially
in Denmead. HBC highlighted West of Waterlooville
Major Development Area as an opportunity to limit
impact of cable route. This was noted and it was
confirmed a meeting with the landowner had been
scheduled.

Converter Station design meeting. The operational
need, requirement and technical constraints of a
converter station were explained. Approach to
design in the statutory consultation and PEIR. WCC
expressed preference for design options to be
presented in the PEIR. Project team confirmed
design principles and parameters approach with
detailed designto be agreed post consent.
Discussion on cladding of building and location of
access route. Agreed to pause engagement until
after statutory consultation.
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Date Attendees Main topics of discussion

5 February WCC, EHC, HBC, Project meeting call with planning officers. Deposit
2019 PCC,HCC, SDNP locations for Consultation Documents. Level of detail
on Converter Station design in PEIR from WCC.

7 February PCC Planning, land and highways — pre-consultation

2019 meeting. Proposed Development to be presented in
the statutory consultationincluding cable route
options and construction methodology for cable
installation.

Consultation methodology, feedback was given that
project team should ensure that users of recreational
areas who may not live in the area, eg dog walkers,
are made aware of the Proposed Development and
forthcoming consultation. Consultation
methodology had already been agreed inthe SoCC.
Specific consideration was given by project team to
ensuring the site notices were placed in appropriate
locations along the cable corridor and in car parks of
recreational areas. These were inspected on a
weekly basis throughout the consultation period and
replaced where necessary.

7 February  University of Proposed site boundary which included the

2019 Portsmouth University of Portsmouth Langstone campus.
Updated on proposal to use Furze Lane. Strong
concern raised by the University about use of land
and impact on the business of the University and
students and local residents using the sports
facilities. Discussed using other areas of the
University playing fields and potential for running
cables to the edge of the playing fields.

SUMMARY OF ONGOING ENGAGEMENT — MARINE

A list of the meetings held with key stakeholders regarding the offshore aspects of
the Proposed Development following the January-February 2018 consultation is set
out below. Further details are provided in the paragraphs below the table.
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Table 9-2 - Summary of ongoing engagement - Marine

Date

16 July
2018

06
September
2018

18
September
2018

September
2018

02 October
2018

02 October
2018

17 October
2018

09 January
2019

13
February
2019

Attendees

Natural England

MMO

Nab VTS user group meeting -
MCA, QHM Portsmouth, ABP
Southampton

Commercial Fishermen’s
Organisations

Royal Yachting Association

(RYA)

Trinity House, Langstone
Harbour, Cruising Association
and Chamber of Shipping

Dover Straights User Group
meeting - P&O Ferries, MCA,
Société Nationale de Sauvetage
en Mer, MCA, UK Maritime Pilots
Association, Trinity House and
Comité Régional des Péches
Maritimes et des Elevages
Marins de Bretagne (CRPMEM’)

MMO

Natural England

Main topics of discussion

HDD operations under Langstone
Harbour.

Project update meeting.

Introduction to the project, and
discussion of potential impacts to
shipping and navigation.

Discussions were held relating to the
Marine Cable Corridor location, ongoing
fisheries liaison and commercial
fisheries baseline information gathering.

Introduction to the project, potential
impacts to shipping and navigation
including recreational activities.

Introduction to the project, and
discussion of potential impacts to
shipping and navigation.

Introduction to project.

Project update meeting.

Project update meeting and discussion
on Habitat Regulations Assessment
(‘HRA).
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9.3.2.

9.3.2.1.

9.3.2.2.

9.3.3.

9.3.3.1.

9.3.3.2.

9.34.

9.34.1.

9.3.4.2.

9.34.3.

9.3.4.4.

9.3.4.5.
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LANDFALL OPERATIONS UPDATE - JULY 2018

In July 2018, Natural Power had a teleconference to discuss proposals for Horizontal
HDD operations at the UK Landfall with Natural England. Both parties agreed that
HDD was the preferred method for this type of construction. The approach for
assessing the impacts of the HDD works on these features was discussed and it was
agreed that due to the location of the entry/exit holes being above Mean High-Water
Springs and that pollution prevention measures will be in place, it was proportionate
to assess potential impacts through a desk-based assessment.

Natural England advised that early engagement with Southern IFCA would be
beneficial to identify and, where necessary, mitigate against potential impacts to
native oyster.

MARINE CABLE INSTALLATION UPDATE - JULY/AUGUST 2018

During July 2018, Natural Power continued engagement with the MMO in relation to
clarification on what construction activities are licensable and what requires a licence
and where. The MMO provided advice that AQUIND Interconnector would be
considered as an exempt cable under Section 81(5) of the Marine and Coastal
Access Act 2009. The full response is presented in Appendix 5.1.3A.

Natural Power also engaged with Langstone Harbour about the HDD operations that
are planned at the UK Landfall as well as the HDD operations between Portsea Island
and the mainland and answered queries relating to vessel requirements and depth
of drilling.

GROUND INVESTIGATION WORKS UPDATES - AUGUST 2018

From August 2018 to October 2018, the Applicant undertook a number of Ground
Investigation (‘GlF) works within the administrative boundaries of Portsmouth City
Council to consider the potential for variations to the proposed onshore underground
cable route of the Proposed Development.

Accordingly, letters were sent to properties within close vicinity of the planned GI
works and PCC Elected Members to inform them of the works on 3 August 2018.
Examples of the letters and the distribution areas can be found in Appendix 5.1.3B.
All' contractors undertaking the Gl works were provided with business cards
containing the project team’s contact details, which were to be provided to members
of the public who had any questions regarding the nature of the works.

In addition, the Applicant issued a press release regarding the Gl works to the
Portsmouth News, Horndean Post and Hampshire Chronicle regarding the works on
3 August 2018. A copy of the press release can be found in Appendix 5.1.3C.

A meeting was held on 9 October 2018 with officers from Portsmouth City Council to
discuss the proposed Gl works in the vicinity of the Eastney and Milton Allotments,
to which the Eastney and Milton Allotments Association were also invited to attend.
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Following this, a separate letter was issued on 12 October 2018 to properties in the
vicinity of additional Gl works in the vicinity of the Milton allotments. A copy of the
letter and the distribution list can be found in Appendix 5.1.3D.

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES CONSULTATIONS - SEPTEMBER 2018

In September 2018, Natural Power and Brown & May Marine Ltd held a number of
meetings with local fishermen, the details of these meetings can be found in Table
9.1. Members of the Portsmouth MMO Enforcement Team were also in attendance
as well as members from Southern and Sussex IFCAs.

The purpose of these meetings was to update stakeholders of the Proposed
Development since the October 2017 stakeholder meetings, such as the change to
the consenting regime as a result of the Section 35 Direction by the SoS. A short
presentation was provided by the Applicant (see Appendix 5.1.3E) and discussions
were held relating to the Marine Cable Corridor location, ongoing fisheries liaison and
commercial fisheries baseline information gathering.

Brown & May Marine Ltd. also notified VisNed, Deutchser Fisherei Vernband and
Redercentrale about the meetings as part of initial engagement with Dutch, German
and Belgian fishing stakeholder interests respectively.

Table 9-3 - Commercial fisheries meetings held in September 2018

Date

18 September 2018
18 September 2018
19 September 2018
19 September 2018
19 September 2018

20 September 2018

Consultee

Southern IFCA Meeting, Poole.

Portsmouth Fishermen’s Meeting, Portsmouth.
Isle of Wight Fishermen’'s Meeting, Ryde.
Sussex IFCA Meeting, Shoreham-by-Sea.
Selsey Fishermen’'s Meeting, Selsey.

Portsmouth MMO Fisheries Enforcement Meeting,
Portsmouth.

MARINE MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION ENGAGEMENT - SEPTEMBER 2018

On 6 September 2018, Natural Power attended a meeting with the MMO. A short
presentation was used to direct the discussions (see Appendix 5.1.3F). Issues
discussed included:

* SoCC;
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* Changes to Proposed Development since EIA Scoping through MCAA
regime;

*  Water Framework Directive (WFD’) assessment;
* Contaminated Sediment Analysis;

*  Unexploded Ordinance (‘UXO)’ clearance;

* Electromagnetic Field (‘EMF’) impacts;

* Contingency for non-burial protection required during 15-year period after
cable installation.

* Licensable activities;

*  Cumulative and transboundary impacts;
*  Decommissioning;

* Approach to HRA; and

*  MMO charges for DCO advice.

SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION CONSULTATION SEPTEMBER -OCTOBER
2018

In September and October 2018, Natural Power attended several meetings with
shipping and navigation stakeholders including the Royal Yachting Association
(‘RYA’), Trinity House, Langstone Harbour, the Cruising Association, the Chamber of
Shipping, the NAB Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) user group and the Dover Strait
Users Working Group, as detailed in Table 9.4 below.

These meetings provided an opportunity to provide a project update to stakeholders
including on the change to the consenting regime as a result of the Section 35
Direction by the SoS, as well as discussing the potential impacts to shipping,
navigation and other sea users in the area and any proposed mitigation. Further
details of these meetings are provided in Section 6 of Appendix 13.1 Navigation Risk
Assessment (‘NRA’) of the ES (Document Reference 6.3.13.1).

Table 9-4 - Meetings with shipping and navigational stakeholders

Date Consultee

Key topics of discussion

18 NAB Tower
September User Group
2018

Project overview including timing of construction;
Methods of sharing information about the project;

Status of the Proposed Development following
the Section 35 Direction by the SoS;
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2 October
2018

2 October
2018

17
October
2018

RYA

Trinity House,
Langstone
Harbour,
Cruising
Association,
Chamber of
Shipping

Dover Strait
Users Working
Group

AQUINDs=s

Consultation with MoD;
Baseline data including military exercise activity;
Navigational features; and

Recreational vessel activity.

Project overview including status of the Proposed
Development following the Section 35 Direction
by the SoS;

Reduction in water depth;

Recreational use of area and
NtMs process;

Consultation with local harbour authorities;
Potential magnetic impacts to marine electronics;
Trenching and cable burial activities; and
Construction vessels and guard vessels.

Project update - including change of status of the

Proposed Development following the Section 35
Direction by the SoS;

Cable route and water depth reduction;

Mitigation options including use of guard vessel,
NtMs etc;

Process for assessing impacts to designated
sites;

Cable burial depths; and

Baseline data including use of recreational
vessels in area and races/regattas.
Project overview,;

Timelines of project;

Cable route and potential impacts;

Contact details for Natural Power in England and
France provided;
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* Details of marine traffic study showing peak/off-
peak traffic movements; and

e Cable burial proposals.

9.3.8. PROPOSED SCHEME OVERVIEW UPDATES - OCTOBER 2018

9.3.8.1. On 30 October 2018, the Applicant sent a Proposed Scheme Overview of the Project
to stakeholders and individuals who responded to the January — February 2018 non-
statutory consultation. This document was designed to provide an update on the
Project, explain the outcome of the January — February 2018 non-statutory
consultation and provide further details on the change from a TCPA process to a
DCO process. The document contained:

* Anintroduction to the Project;

* Information on the need for interconnectors;

* The benefits of the Project;

* A summary of the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation;
* Planned mitigation measures;

* Information on the DCO process; and

* Anticipated project timescales.

9.3.8.2. Copies of the Proposed Scheme Overview and covering letters can be viewed in
Appendix 5.1.3G.

9.3.9. PLANNING INSPECTORATE MEETING — DECEMBER 2018

9.3.9.1. A meeting was held with PINS on 18 December 2018. Iltems discussed throughout

the meeting included:
* EIA scoping;
* Transboundary Screening process;
*  HRA and WFD assessments;
* Project update; and

*  TEN-E regulations.
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT DROP IN EVENT - JANUARY 2019

In order to maintain open lines of communication with the relevant Members of
Parliament, on 5 December 2018 the Applicant invited the Members of Parliament
for Havant, Meon Valley, Portsmouth North and Portsmouth South, whose
constituencies are directly impacted by the Proposed Development, to a drop-in
event held at Westminster Hall on 22 January 2019.

The event was attended by the Members of Parliament for Meon Valley and
Portsmouth South.

A copy of the invitation letter can be found in Appendix 5.1.3H, whilst a copy of the
presentation given by the Applicant at the event can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.3lI.

MARINE MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION MEETING - JANUARY 2019

A meeting was held with the MMO on 9 January 2019. Topics discussed during the
meeting included:

* Update on scoping;

* Update on SoCC,;

* Update on progress of PEIR;

* Timelines for document submissions;

* Discussion on dredge and disposal activities;

* Discussion on additional construction methodologies; and

* Discussion on approach to drafting deemed Marine Licence.
NATURAL ENGLAND MEETING - FEBRUARY 2019

A teleconference meeting was held with Natural England on 13 February 2019. A
presentation was provided (see Appendix 5.1.3J) to direct the topics discussed during
the meeting which included:

* Updating on scoping;

* Update on progress of PEIR;

¢ Timelines for document submissions;

* Discussion on dredge and disposal activities; and

* Discussion on sites to be assessed for marine mammals, birds, migratory
fish and benthic habitats in relation to the HRA Report.
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10.
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EVOLUTION FOLLOWING NON-

STATUTORY CONSULTATION

10.1.

10.1.1.1.

10.2.

10.2.1.1.

10.2.1.2.

10.2.1.3.

10.2.1.4.

INTRODUCTION

This Chapter sets out how feedback received throughout the January — February
2018 non-statutory consultation period was analysed and used to inform the
development of the Proposed Development prior to the February — April 2019
statutory consultation period.

CONSIDERATIONOF FEEDBACK FROM NON-STATUTORY
CONSULTATIONAND ONGOING ENGAGEMENT

Responses received to the January — February 2018 non-statutory consultation were
logged and analysed as described in Chapter 8.8. Members of the project team who
had been present at meetings with stakeholders would feedback comments made
and share minutes of the meetings to relevant EIA specialists and engineers to
ensure due consideration was made in the refinement of the Proposed Development
and actions completed.

Several changes were made to the Proposed Development as a result of the non-
statutory consultation activity. These changes were also informed by further technical
work, environmental survey results and ground investigation work undertaken at the
Converter Station locations and in Portsmouth.

The feedback received predominantly focussed on the Converter Station design and
location (with noise and visual effects, including on the SDNP being raised), traffic
disruption from the proposed onshore cable route and site selection. As a result of
feedback received and ongoing work on the EIA, focus was particularly placed on the
following:

Onshore Cable Routes: Traffic Disruption

Concerns associated with traffic disruption were taken account of and considered,
particularly inrelation to Milton Road and Eastern Road in Portsmouth with PCC and
some feedback form responses wanting to avoid these roads. The original project
philosophy for placing the Onshore Cable Corridor within the existing highway
network evolved to one of primarily staying within the highway boundary, or public
land, but seeking to avoid vehicular carriageway to minimise disruption.
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Ground investigation works were undertaken in the Portsmouth area in direct
response to the concerns raised. The purpose of the works was to gather information
on ground conditions to inform the technical practicability of alternative cable route
options including the potential to use Horizontal Directional Drilling (‘HDD’) (a
trenchless technique that does not require the excavation of a trench, enabling
infrastructure at sensitive locations to be crossed with limited disruption). The ground
investigation works enabled alternative routes to be identified to reduce traffic
disruption:

* Milton Common (avoiding Eastern Road): This area of land was initially
considered unlikely to be feasible due to its former landfill use. Ground
investigation work in this area allowed alternative route options through and
on the edge of Milton Common to be considered and following further
consultation with PCC and ESCP, these route options were progressed to
statutory consultation. Further technical investigation was still being carried
out to confirm the practicability of these options and such work was carried
out in parallel with the statutory consultation.

* Bransbury Park and Milton Allotments (avoiding Milton Road and Eastern
Road): a number of route options were considered in this area, given the
potential disruption to local residents during the construction period both
trenched and Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) methods of cable
installationwere considered in this area. (). These options were progressed
to the statutory consultation whilst further technical investigation as to their
practicability continued in parallel.

Landfall and Reduced Onshore Cable Route: Langstone Harbour

A number of responses to the non-statutory consultation and engagement queried
the opportunity for Langstone Harbour (and the associated coastline) to be used as
an alternative landfall, thus avoiding the need for the onshore cable to route through
the built-up areas of Portsmouth.

Langstone Harbour is constrained by the high potential for impacts on internationally
and nationally designated sites, also for the width and depth constraints on technical
practicability of installation. These are discussed more in Chapter 2 of the ES
Consideration of Alternatives (Document reference: 6.1.2). Therefore, options for
alternative landfall locations on land adjacentto Langstone Harbourwere discounted.

Onshore Cable Route: Kings Pond Area

Responses to non-statutory consultation and engagement with Natural England in
particular raised concerns on the potential routing of the onshore cable through Kings
Pond Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (“SINC”) and Denmead Meadows.
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These are of nature conservation value and comprise unimproved meadows
supporting important colonies of green winged orchid and adder’s tongue. Use of
HDD as the cable installation method to cross this area was considered by the project
team to minimise impact. Risks associated with HDD and linking of aquifers in this
area led to consideration of alternative highway routes in Denmead (MillRoad, Martin
Avenue and an additional length of Anmore Road). These alternatives were
progressed through to statutory consultation whilst further technical work was being
undertaken to assess the practicability of HDD through Kings Pond.

Onshore cable route: Milton Road, Waterlooville to Lovedean

Concerns were raised in the non-statutory consultation on the impact of the proposed
route on traffic and associated impacts on residents along and in the vicinity of Milton
Road.

Consideration and review of alternative options and cable installation techniques
around the KingsPond and Denmead area was considered to impactfewer residents
than the Milton Road route and that, on balance, discounting this option in favour of
a route that could use Kings Pond and the Denmead area was preferred. The cable
route option utilising Milton Road in Waterlooville was subsequently discounted and
not progressed further by the Applicant.

Portsea Island Crossing

The potential to use the existing Eastern Road bridge structure for the cables to cross
from Portsea Island to the mainland was raised as an alternative to other crossing
methods of trenching or HDD by some stakeholders.

Alternative crossing options were investigated and HDD was considered feasible
from either the Interchange Park industrial estate or from Anchorage Park to
Farlington Playing Fields. These latter two options were progressed to statutory
consultation.

Converter Station Location and Design

Optioneering on the preferred Converter Station location was progressed (ie between
Options A or B). Feedback received had indicated that Option B was less impactful
visually with better screening available. A desk study considering the various
environmental and technical constraints was completed and feedback requested
from WCC, EHDC and SDNPA. The optioneering process is described in more detail
in Chapter 2 of the ES, Consideration of Alternatives (Document reference: 6.1.2).

Landscape and visual effects were one of the most important distinguishing factors
between the sites and overall Option B was considered to be better screened from
key receptors including the urban area, public highway and Public Rights of Way
(“PRoW’) by virtue of existing topography and vegetation for screening. Based on

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

10-103



10.2.1.16.

10.2.1.17.

10.2.1.18.

10.2.1.19.

10.2.2.

10.2.2.1.

10.2.2.2.

AQUINDEsS

the optioneering analysis and consultation feedback Option B was identified as the
preferred option and progressed to statutory consultation.

The engagement on Converter Station design principles summarised above
influenced the presentation of design principles and landscape mitigation principles
in the statutory consultation. The discussions also led to a decision to increase the
overall Converter Station height from up to 22m in the non-statutory consultation to
up to 26m for the statutory consultation. The rationale for this approach being to
provide more flexibility for design.

Refinements and changes made to the Proposed Developmentfollowing the January
- February 2018 non-statutory consultation is summarised in Table 10.1 below. A
visual comparison of how the site boundary differs from that presented in the non-
statutory consultation to that presented for the statutory consultation is shown on
Plate 10.1

Converter Station and noise

Feedback was received about the potential noise effects from the Converter Station
and how that could be mitigated.

The proposed layout and orientation of the Converter Station was positioned
(folloning discussions between engineers and acousticians) to minimise noise
impacts, with dominant plant items being screened from the nearest sensitive
receptors by the Converter Station buildings. Discussions with Environmental Health
Officers at WCC and EHDC were held and noise modelling and assessment
methodologies were agreed. It was also agreed that noise limits would be set equal
to the background noise level at each receptor.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE RESULTINGIN PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
FOR STATUTORY CONSULTATION

A visual summary showing how the Proposed Development evolved as a result of
the non-statutory consultation, technical work and EIA progression is shown in Plate
10.1. This shows the Proposed Development as presented for the January-February
2018 Non-Statutory Consultation and the Proposed Development as presented for
the Statutory Consultation in February — April 2019.

Table 10.1 below summarises the changes made and the Applicant’s rationale for
making the change.
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Plate 10-1 - Evolution of Proposed Development from non-non-statutory consultation to statutory consuitation
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Table 10-1 - Refinements made to the Proposed Development following the January —
February 2018 non-statutory consultation and ongoing engagement prior to February
— April 2019 statutory consultation

Project feature

Description of change

Regard had by the Applicant

Refinement of
Converter
Station
boundary

Refinement of
proposed
onshore cable
route

Section 2 -
Anmore

Section 3 -
Denmead

Confirmation of preferred
Converter Station location
from Options A and B to
option B and associated
refinement of site boundary.

Increase in Converter Station
height from up to 22mto up to
26m.

Discounting of alternative
cable route option on Milton
Road Waterlooville to
Lovedean Substation.

Reduction in site boundary.

Increase in site boundary
around the properties north of
Anmore Road

Addition of two road options in
Mill Road and Martin Avenue

Results of optioneering and
consideration of concerns
raised regarding visual impact
of Converter Station and
Option B providing more
natural screening.

Further information provided
in Chapter 2 of the ES

Consideration of Alternatives
(Document reference: 6.1.2).

To allow further flexibility in
overall design, especially
regarding the roof following
discussions with WCC, EHDC
and SDNPA.

To address concerns raised
around traffic disruption.

To reflect discounting of
Converter Station Option B
and landowner feedback.

To reflect feedback from
landowners and the need to
retain optionality.

To provide alternative options
pending further consideration
of technical feasibility of
installing cables by HDD
across Kings Pond and
Denmead Meadows.
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Section 4 —
Hambledon
Road to
Farlington
Avenue

Section 5 -
Farlington

Section 6 —
Zetland Field
and Sainsbury's
Carpark

Consideration of HDD to
cross Kings Pond and
Denmead Meadows

Addition of land to the South
of Hambledon Road

Addition of locations where
there is potential to move the
cable route away from the
main carriageways to
minimise disruption to traffic
flow (including use of slip
roads and side roads) and
minor roads to south-west of
Forest End roundabouit.

Addition of four cable route
options to utilise side roads
and land owned by
Portsmouth Water running

parallel to Farlington Avenue.

Addition of car park on
Portsdown Hill Road

Addition of option to use
Zetland Field for cable
installation and Sainsbury's
carpark

To address concerns raised
regarding the environmental
sensitivity of this area.

To provide optionality whilst
HDD feasibility work and
ongoing discussions with NE.

To address general concerns
raised about disruption to
traffic.

Alternative options being
considered to address general
concerns raised about
disruption to traffic and to
minimise potential for a
temporary full road or lane
closure along Farlington
Avenue. The feasibility and
practicability of these options
were still to be fully
determined pending
discussions with Portsmouth
Water and further technical
work.

To provide optionality and to
address general concerns
raised about disruption to
traffic.

To address general concerns
raised about disruption to
traffic.
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Section 7 —
Farlington
Junction to
Airport Service
Road

Section 8 —
Eastern Road
(adjacent to
Great Salterns
Golf Course) to
Moorings Way

Section 9 —
Moorings Way
to Bransbury
Road

Increase in site boundary for
potential location of HDD
under Langstone Harbour.

Increase in site boundary at
Kendall's Wharf and Baffins
Rovers FC football ground
and Langstone Harbour
Sports Ground.

Addition of land around the
Harvester public house at
Great Salterns.

Addition of two cable route
options:

8B: Eastern Road then
utilising roads (Eastern
Avenue, Salterns Avenue and
Shore Avenue) to reach
Moorings Way; and

8C: Utilising Milton Common
(a historic landfill site).

This latter option had two sub-
options:

8C(i) via the footpath across
Milton common which forms
part of the sea defences; and

8C(ii) via the western edge of
Milton Common.

Addition of 2 options (each
with sub-options):

9B — through the University of
Portsmouth Langstone
Campus grounds or a
dedicated bus lane (Furze
Lane), then joining longshore
way and/or Locksway Road.

To reflect further technical
work undertaken to identify
the most appropriate location
for the HDD.

To provide additional
optionality and minimise use
of Eastern Road (in response
to PCC concerns raised about
disruption to traffic).

To address general concerns
raised about disruption to
traffic.

To address concerns raised
by PCC and the local
community regarding traffic
disruption on Eastern Road.
To address PCC's suggestion
to consider Milton Common
technical work was still
ongoing together with
discussions with relevant
stakeholders (in particular
East Solent Coastal
Partnership) about the
practicality of the options.

To address concerns raised
by PCC and the local
community regarding traffic
disruption on Milton Road.

Technical work as to the
practicability of HDD under the
allotments still ongoing at time
of statutory consultation.
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Project feature Description of change Regard had by the Applicant

From here 2 sub-options
across allotments were
proposed:

9B(i) HDD under allotments
along Locksway Road into
southern-most car park of
Thatched House public house
with HDD from here to the
open space between the
allotments and Kingsley
Road; or

9B(ii) trenching through the
allotments (less preferred
option). From Locksway Road
through Meryl Road.
Potential to use Waterlock
Gardens and Seaway
Crescent as an alternative to
Meryl Road.

9C — similar to 9B through the
University of Portsmouth
Langstone Harbour Campus
but instead of utilising the
allotment area, the Onshore
Cable Corridor would continue
westwards on Locksway Road
until the junction with
Ironbridge Lane where it
would turn southwards to
Bransbury Park. Two sub-
options were included utilising
various roads to reach
Bransbury Park.

All the new options proposed
would progress through
Bransbury Park to reach
Bransbury Road and on to the
junction with Henderson
Road.
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Regard had by the Applicant

Section 10 —

Eastney
(Landfall)

Refinement of the site
boundary around the
proposed landfall area.

Addition of infrastructure
associated with fibre optic
cable (‘FOC’), up to two
Optical Regeneration Stations
(‘ORS’) anticipated to be
located within 1km of the
landfall.

To reflect project progression
regarding location of marine
works and HDD.

To reflect project progression
and need for buildings to
house signal amplification and
control equipment associated
with FOC.
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STATUTORY CONSULTATION AND
REPONSES UNDER SECTION 42 PA 2008

11.1.
11.1.1.1.

11.1.1.2.

11.1.1.3.

11.1.1.4.

11.1.15.

11.2.
11.2.1.1.

INTRODUCTION

The Applicant complied with its duties to consult under Section 42 of the PA2008 and
its duty to notify PINS under Section 46.

In July 2018, the Secretary of State directed that the Proposed Development should
be treated as a development for which development consent is required. Given the
previous non-statutory consultation which ensured familiarity with the Proposed
Development, the Applicant considered that one round of consultation in accordance
with the PA 2008 would be appropriate.

This chapter summarises the statutory pre-application consultation undertaken for
AQUIND Interconnector project with Section 42 consultees.

Letters were sent to all consultees described below on 25 February 2019, with a
consultation period of 27 February 2019 - 29 April 2019.

Consideration of the feedback received through consultation and wider stakeholder
engagement has informed the development of AQUIND Interconnector, as required
by Section 49 of the Act. The overall approach to consultation has allowed for
important public and stakeholder engagement in the design of the Proposed
Development, including in amended design and mitigation strategies for the
Converter Station, such as two smaller attenuation ponds rather than one larger one
which had been considered by South Down National Park Authority as out of
character and amendments to the cable route.

IDENTIFYING SECTION42 CONSULTEES

The PA 2008, Section 42 provides as follows:

“The applicant must consult the following about the proposed application—
(a) such persons as may be prescribed,

(aa) the Marine ManagementOrganisation, in any case where the proposed
development would affect, or would be likely to affect, any of the areas
specified in subsection (2),

(b) each local authority that is within section 43,

(c) the Greater London authority if the land is in Greater London, and
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(d) each person who is within one or more of the categories set out in
section 44.

(2) The areas are—

(a) waters in or adjacentto England up to the seaward limits of the territorial
sea,;

(b) an exclusive economic zone, except any part of an exclusive economic
zone in relation to which the Scottish Ministers have functions;

(c) aRenewable Energy Zone, except any part of a renewable energy zone
in relation to which the Scottish Ministers have functions;

(d) an area designated under section 1(7) of the Continental Shelf Act 1964,
except any part of that area which is within a part of an exclusive economic
zone or Renewable Energy Zone in relation to which the Scottish Ministers
have functions.”

Section 42(1)(a) (Prescribed Consultees)

The persons prescribed for the purposes of Section 42(1)(a) are set out in column 1
of the table in Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations 2009.

Prescribed consultees for AQUIND Interconnector project were identified by
reference to that Schedule, details of which are provided in Appendix 5.1.4B.

Schedule 1 identifies prescribed consultees as either:
* A specified person or organisation (for example Natural England); or

* A category of person or organisation (for example the relevant statutory
undertakers).

Where specific persons or organisations are identified in Schedule 1, the Applicant
has consulted that person. In all cases where an organisation identified in Schedule
1 has a local office, the Applicant consulted the local office and the registered/head
office unless advised otherwise. An example of this is Natural England, where
information was sent to the head office as well as the local manager.

7 December 2018 PINS provided the Applicant with a list of consultation bodies in
accordance with Regulation 11(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations in response to the
Regulation 8 (EIA Regulations) notification received by the Applicant on 29 October
2018. lists the consultation bodies who were formally consulted by PINS prior to the
Scoping Opinion being issued under Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations. This
list was compared to the list of identified consultees from Schedule 1 to ensure there
were no omissions. All of these bodies were included within the Applicant's list of s42
consultees.
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A full list of the prescribed consultees is included in Appendix 5.1.4B. This appendix
has been laid out in accordance with the annex in the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice
Note 3. It identifies the bodies prescribed in the table in Schedule 1 of the APFP
Regulations in line with the circumstances test set out in the Annex which the
Planning Inspectorate uses when determining whether a prescribed consultee should
be consulted or not.

Section 42(1)(aa) (MMO)

Section 42(1)(aa) is relevant because the Proposed Development includes a
maritime element, and accordingly the MMO were consulted. In turn, the MMO
consulted the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas)
(an executive agency of the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs).

Section 42(1)(b) (Relevant Local Authorities)

Section 42(1)(b) requires the Applicant to consult each local authority that is within
Section 43.

The Applicant applied Section 43 of the Planning Act 2008 as set out in the following
table:

Table 11-1 - Local Authorities as identified under Section 43 of the PA 2008

Local Authority Category Description

within s43

Hampshire C The land to which the proposed application relates is

County Council in the authority's area, and this authority is an upper-
tier county council.

Portsmouth City B The land to which the proposed application relates is

Council in the authority’'s area, and this authority is a unitary
authority, having the powers of a non-metropolitan
county and district council combined.

Havant Borough B The land to which the proposed application relates is

Council in the authority's area, and this authority is a lower-
tier district council.

East Hampshire B The land to which the proposed application relates is

District Council in the authority’'s area, and this authority is a lower-
tier district council.

Winchester City B The land to which the proposed application relates is

Council in the authority's area, and this authority is a lower-
tier district council.
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Local Authority Category Description

within s43
South Downs A and D Part of the boundary of the authority’'s area is also
National Park part of the boundary of category "B" and “C” local
Authority authorities, and this authority is a National Park
Authority and is not a lower-tier district council.
Gosport A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
Borough Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
Hart District A Part of the boundary of the authority’'s area shares a
Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
Southampton D Part of the boundary of the authority’'s area shares a
City Council boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Bracknell Forest D Part of the boundary of the authority's area shares a
Council boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Surrey County D Part of the boundary of the authority’'s area shares a
Council boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Basingstokeand A Part of the boundary of the authority's area shares a
Deane Borough boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
Council council within whose area development is situated.
Chichester A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
District Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
Dorset County D Part of the boundary of the authority's area shares a
Council boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Test Valley A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
Borough Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
Eastleigh A Part of the boundary of the authority’'s area shares a
Borough Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
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Local Authority Category Description

within s43
Fareham A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
Borough Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
Waverly District A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
West Berkshire A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
District Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
West Sussex D Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
County Council boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Wiltshire Council D Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
boundary with a host ‘C’ authority.
Wokingham A Part of the boundary of the authority’s area shares a
Borough Council boundary with a unitary council or lower-tier district
council within whose area development is situated.
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Plate 11-1 - Map of Local Authorities as identified under Section 43 of the PA 2008
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Section 42(1)(d) (Persons Identified within Section 44)

Those persons who were identified as falling within one or more of the categories in
Section 44 of the PA 2008 have been identified as a distinct element within the wider
Section 42 consultation. Moreover, as compulsory acquisition forms part of the draft
DCO, the consultees included within the Book of Reference (Document Reference
4.3) are contained within the consolidated list of Section 42 consultees (Appendix
5.1.4C).

Section 44 of the PA 2008 sets out the categories of persons who should be
consulted as Section 42 consultees. This includes any owner, lessee, tenant or
occupier, any person interested in the land or has power to sell and convey or release
the land and any person entitled to make a relevant claim (as defined by Section
44(6) of the PA 2008).

Persons with an interest in the land were consulted under Section 42(1)(d) through a
diligent inquiry process undertaken by the Applicant’s land referencing consultants.
The limits of the potential boundary within which the Proposed Development may be
situated were based on the boundary at the time of the formal consultation. This has
since been reduced for the Application and the parameters described below have
been revisited and are set out in the Book of Reference (Document reference: 4.3)
submitted in support of the Application. The referencing limits were set to the widest
extent that the project team considered necessary to accommodate the Proposed
Development. The referencing limits to identify those persons who may have a
relevant claim were set based on those limits. The categories or persons identified,
details of how the identity of the persons with an interest inland was established and
the land referencing carried out is set out below.

Throughout the pre-application period, land referencing has been undertaken to
ensure that any changes to ownerships or new interests in land have been identified,
consulted and subject to engagement.

In order to identify persons within Category 1, 2 and 3, referencing limits were
established. The referencing limits for Section 42 were identified as follows:

* Al interests in draft Order limits (freeholders, leaseholders, tenants,
occupiers, rights, beneficiaries, mortgagees etc. of all land and property);

* Allinterests within 500 metres of the convertor station options thought likely
to be injuriously affected by the Project or to suffer depreciation of land
value by physical factors caused by the operation of the Project; and

* All interests within a 5m buffer along the cable route thought to be likely to
have an interest in the subsoil beneath the public highway by virtue of the
ad medium filum principle.
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11.2.1.16. The Land Referencing Limits for the first and last bullet points above were determined
with reference to the land interests that may be directly affected by the Proposed
Development.

11.2.1.17. The second bullet point is a response to the requirement to identify referencing limits
for additional Category 3 interests which may include interests falling outside of the
Order limits and Limits for Land to be Acquired or Used (LLAU).

11.2.1.18. A precautionary approach was taken in determining Category 3 parties on the basis
of information available ahead of the Section 42 consultation (such as by considering
the likely significant environmental effects of the Project as contained in the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)).

11.2.1.19. Along the cable route, it was deemed that there are no persons who, if the DCO were
made and fully implemented, would or might be entitled to make a claim under Part
1 of the Land Compensation Act 1973 Section 10 of the Compulsory Purchase Act
1965 or Section 152(3) of the PA 2008, and therefore may have a “relevant claim” as
a Category 3 interest.

11.2.1.20. The diligent inquiry process carried out included an initial desk-based exercise
desktop whereby:

* The referencing limits were submitted to the Land Registry so that a search
could be completed in The data was received in the form of a digital shape
file and digital official copies of the Registered Titles and Plans were
obtained and examined to identify all registered land interest; and

* Additional desktop activities were undertaken to confirm information
received through site enquiries, Land Registry, and where unregistered
land interests became known. Public sources of information were used,
including non-contact site observations, Companies House searches.
Environment Agency, the relevant Highways Authority, records held by
Statutory Undertakers, Electoral Registers, phone books and online
resources.

11.2.1.21. Following the initial non-contact methods outlined above:

* Persons identified as Category 1, 2 interests were issued with a letter and
guestionnaire requesting confirmation of their interest and further
information if applicable;

* This was then followed up by telephone, site visits and follow up letters;

* Letters were sent to major landowners, including local authorities and
statutory undertakers. For the purpose of referencing exercise, major
landowners were defined as those persons who hold an interest in ten or
more land parcels within the referencing limits.
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*  Where owners were unknown, site notices were erected around the site
requesting information; and

e Site observations and non-contact site visits were conducted.

During the February — March 2019 statutory consultation some additional Section
42(1)(d) persons were identified due to new information becoming available or letters
returning undeliverable and new addresses having to be found and resent.
Recipients of these letters were given a 28-day period within which to respond to the
consultation.

Non-prescribed consultees

Appendix 5.1.4F identifies additional consultees who have been deemed to have a
potential regulatory or other interest in the proposed scheme, but which are not
prescribed consultees under Section 42(1)(a)-(c). These consultees include local
amenity groups, community associations, the Hydrographic Office and additional
Parish Councils. The Applicant has included these bodies in its list of Section 42
consultees.

NOTIFYING PINS UNDER SECTION 46

Section 46 of the PA 2008 requires that the Applicant supply the Secretary of State
with such information in relation to the proposed application as the Applicant would
supply to the SoS for the purpose of complying with Section 42 if the Applicant were
required by that Section to consult the Secretary of State. Section 46 states that the
Applicant must comply with this duty on or before commencing consultation under
Section 42.

A notification letter was sent to the SoS on 25 February 2019, in advance of the
consultation commencing on 27 February 2019. A hard copy of the Section 48 notice
and a USB device containing the following information was enclosed with the letter:

* Consultation Document, providing a detailed explanation of the proposals
and the key issues to be considered during the consultation;

* Preliminary Environmental Impact Report (‘PEIR’) and Technical
Appendices;

* Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR;
* Red line plans;

* The Consultation Newsletter, which provides further information about the
proposals and details of how the Consultation Documents may be viewed
and consultation responses provided;

* Section 48 Notice; and

* A copy of the feedback form.
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Appendix 5.1.4D includes the letter to the Planning Inspectorate and a return email
of 26 February 2019 confirming receipt of the letter and the documents.

The above listed documents sent to the SoS comprise the Consultation Documents
for the Statutory Consultation. A summary of the Consultation Documents can be
found in Chapter 11.5.

SCOPE OF CONSULTATION

The Scope of consultation was set out in the Consultation Documents.

Paragraph 1.4.2 of the Consultation Document (Appendix 5.1.5A) described the
changes to the Project following the January — February 2018 consultation, including
the changes made as a result of feedback.

Paragraph 1.4.3 clarified the scope of the consultation:
“As a result, the Proposed Development now being consulted on identifies:
* Arefined marine cable corridor;
* A preferred Landfall at Eastney;

* Anonshore cable corridor for the HYDC underground cables from the Landfall
to the Converter Station, which currently includes an additional number of
potential route options which are still under consideration and which views are
sought on as part of this consultation; and

* Asingle preferred location for the Converter Station, with greater detail about
its proposed design and measures to mitigate its impact on the surrounding
environment.”

Section 1.5 of the Consultation Document described the onshore elements of the
Proposed Development and the UK Marine Cable Corridor. Section 3.6 of the
Consultation Document described each section of the proposed cable route and the
options on which consultation was sought.

As is set out in the Consultation Document, the onshore cable route was split into a
number of ‘Sections’, and feedback was sought on each Section. The consultation
materials, including the feedback form, referred directly to these Sections when
seeking feedback on specific issues within the certain areas of the onshore cable
route. For clarity, an overview of the Sections of the route are listed below:

* Section 1: Lovedean (Converter Station Area)
* Section 2: Anmore
e Section 3: Denmead/Kings Pond Meadows

* Section 4: Hambledon Road to Farlington Avenue
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Section 5: Farlington
Section 6: Zetland Field and Sainsbury’'s Car Park
Section 7: Farlington Junction to Airport Service Road

Section 8: Eastern Road (adjacent to Great Salters Golf Course) to
Moorings Way

Section 9: Moorings Way to Bransbury Road
Section 10: Eastney (Landfall)

11.4.1.6. Within a number of the above noted Sections, there were various cable route options
that the Applicant also sought feedback on. Each were presented with clear
information about potential disruption each option may cause. These are set out

below:;

Section 1: There were no alternative options for this part of the route
presented during the statutory consultation.

Section 2: There were no alternative options for this part of the route
presented during the statutory consultation.

Section 3: Three main options were presented for this Section (one of
which had two sub-options):

o Option 3a:
= Option 3a(i) — HDD under Anmore Road

= Option 3a(ii)— Trenching from North of Anmore Road to Kings Pond
Meadow, then HDD to field north of Hambledon Road

o Option 3b - Anmore Road
o Option 3c — Highways Route

Section 4: There were no alternative options for this part of the route
presented during the statutory consultation.

Section 5: Three main options were presented for this Section (one of
which had four sub-options):

o Option 5a — Farlington Avenue

o Option 5b:
= Option 5b(i) — Via Burnham Road and Ansdale Road
= Option 5b(ii) — Via Blake Road
= Option 5b(iii) — Viathe Recreation Ground
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= Option 5b(iv) — Via Evelegh Road
o Option 5¢ — Portsdown Hill Road
* Section 6: There were two options for this Section:
o Option 6a — Highway Route
o Option 6b — Zetland Field

Section 7. There were no alternative options for this part of the route
presented during the statutory consultation.

Section 8: Three main options were presented for this Section (one of
which had two sub-options):

o Option 8a — Eastern Road to Milton Road
o Option 8b — Eastern Avenue

o Option 8c — Milton Common
= Option 8c(i) — Viathe footpath which forms part of the sea defences

= Option 8c(ii) — Via Western edge of Milton Common

Section 9: Three main options were presented for this Section (one option
had two sub-options and one option had three sub-options):

o Option 9a — Highways Route
o Option 9b — Allotments
= Option 9b(i) — HDD under allotments
= Option 9b(ii) — Trenching through allotments

o Option 9c — Ironbridge Lane

= Option 9c(i) — Viathe footpath opposite the south end of Ironbridge
Lane

= Option 9c(ii) — Via Ironbridge Lane, Redlands Grove and Tideway
Gardens, into Bransbury Park via the footpath

= Option 9c(iii) — Ironbridge Lane via Redlands Grove, Tideway
Gardens, Kingsley Road and Yeo Court

Section 10: There were no alternative options for this part of the route
presented during the statutory consultation.
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A feedback form was included as one of the consultation materials enclosed with the
Section 42 letter (see Chapter 11.5, below), was provided at the deposit locations,
online and at the exhibitions and was referenced in the Consultation Document. Set
out below is an overview of the questions asked on the feedback form, both in hard
copy and online. A copy of the feedback form can be found in Appendix 5.1.5B.

Table 11-2 - Questions on Feedback Form Statutory Consultation 2019

Question Question

Number

Q1 Please provide your contact details

Q2a What are your views on the proposed design parameters for the Converter
Station and the proposed approach to landscape mitigation?

Q2b Do you have any comments on any of the below matters in relation to the
proposed Converter Station? Please tick all that apply.

Q3a Do you agree with the approach to the onshore underground cable route?

Q3b Please tick to indicate your views regarding the cable route options
presented within Section 3.

Q3c Please tick to indicate your views regarding the cable route options
presented within Section 5.

Q3d Please tick to indicate your views regarding the cable route options
presented within Section 6.

Q3e Please tick to indicate your views regarding the cable route options
presented within Section 8.

Q3f Please tick to indicate your views regarding the cable route options
presented within Section 9.

Q3g To assist us in developing a traffic plan to minimise disruption during the
installation of the onshore underground cable, are there any specific factors
you believe we should take into consideration?

Q3h Do you have any further comments on the onshore underground cable
route, such as the construction impacts, noise, parking, access to
properties?

Q4 Do you have any general comments regarding the landfall location, such as
environmental considerations, timing and management plans for the works?
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Question Question

Number

Q5

Q6a

Q7a
Q7b

Q7c
Q7d

Q8

Do you have any general comments regarding the marine cable inthe UK,
such as the potential impact on local marine users (e.g. fishermen, anglers
and shipping)?

Are there any local events or seasonal activities which take place in your
community that we should be aware of when devising a potential
construction timetable for the project?

In what capacity are you responding to consultation?

How did you find out about the consultation? Please tick all that apply.

Which public exhibition event(s) did you attend (if any)?

Which consultation documents have you viewed during the consultation
process? Please tick all that apply.

We welcome any further feedback on the proposals for AQUIND
Interconnector you may wish to provide at this stage. Please use the space
below to provide any additional comments.

11.5. CONSULTATIONWITHSECTION42 CONSULTEES

11.5.1.1. Letters and the Consultation Documents (on a USB device) were issued by WSP to
all Section 42 consultees on 25 February 2019 by post.

11.5.1.2. A hard copy of the Section 48 notice and a USB device containing the following
information was enclosed with the letter:

* Consultation Document, providing a detailed explanation of the proposals
and the key issues to be considered during the consultation;

* Preliminary Environmental Impact Report (“PEIR’) and Technical
Appendices;

* Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR;
* Red line plans;
* The Consultation Newsletter; and

* Feedback form.

11.5.1.3. A summary of the Consultation Documents enclosed with the letter can be found in
Chapter 11.5, below.
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A copy of the Section 42 letter, together with proof of postage and mailing receipts,
is included in Appendix 5.1.4G.

WCC, EHDC, HBC, PCC and HCC had been kept updated on the consultation start
date.

CONSULTATIONDOCUMENTS
PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REPORT (PEIR)

The PEIR was produced to detail the potential likely significant effects of the
Proposed Development at the time of the February — April 2019 consultation.

The purpose of the document was to provide information to enable members of the
public (including local communities), local authorities, statutory bodies and people
whose land or interests would potentially be affected to understand the likely
environmental effects of the Proposed Development so that they may provide
meaningful feedback.

The PEIR was made available at all consultation events, deposit locations (in hard
and soft copy) and online. It contained information on the following topics:

* Consideration of alternatives;

* Description of the Proposed Development;
* EIA Methodology;

* Consultation,

* Physical processes;

* Marine water and sediment quality;

* Intertidal and Benthic Ecology;

* Fish and shellfish;

* Marine mammals and basking sharks;

* Marine ornithology;

* Commercial fisheries;

* Shipping, navigation and other marine users;
* Marine archaeology;

* Landscape and visual amenity;

* Onshore ecology;

* Soils and agricultural land use;

e Ground conditions;
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*  Water resources and flood risk;
* Heritage and archaeology;
* Traffic and transport;
* Air quality,
* Noise and vibration;
* Socio-economics;
* Human health;
* Waste and material resources;
* Carbon and climate change; and
*  Cumulative effects.
11.6.2. CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

11.6.2.1. The Consultation Document was produced to provide an overview of all elements of
the Proposed Development and was made available at all consultation events,
deposit locations (in hard and soft copy) and online. It included information on the
following topics:

* Project overview;
* Evolution of the proposals;
* Converter Station;
o Location;
o Function and components;
o Design parameters;
o Landscape mitigation;
o Noise mitigation;
o Construction;

o HVAC onshore underground cable from Converter Station to Lovedean
substation;

* Onshore underground cable route;
o Installation and construction methodology;
o Cable route Sections, inclusive of options;
o Estimated traffic disruption;

e Landfall location;
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* Marine cable;

* Approach to traffic management;

* Operation, maintenance and decommissioning;

* Legislation, policy, other assessments and consents;

* Approach to compulsory acquisition and use of land; and

* Responding to the consultation.
A copy of the Consultation Document is available to view in Appendix 5.1.5A.
NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY OF THE PEIR (NTS)

The Non-technical summary of the PEIR (explained in Chapter 11.5.2) was produced
to help inform the public and other stakeholders of the early findings of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) process.

The information presented within the NTS of the PEIR reflected a summary of the
initial findings of the ongoing environmental assessments presented in the PEIR.
These findings reflected the position as of February 2019, before the full EIA process
had been completed.

The NTS covered the same topics as the PEIR, which are listed in paragraph 11.5.2.
A copy of the NTS of the PEIR can be found in Appendix 5.1.5D.

RED LINE PLANS

To accompany the above noted documentation, plans showing the red line boundary
were included as part of the consultation materials. An overview plan of the whole
red line boundary along the entire cable route was provided, as well as more detailed
red line plans covering each section of the proposed route.

A copy of the red line plans can be found in Appendix 5.1.5D.
CONSULTATION NEWSLETTER

The Applicant also included a copy of the four page newsletter, which was also
posted to 16,592 households and businesses in the vicinity of the Proposed
Development. A copy of the newsletter can be found in Appendix 5.1.5E. The
newsletter contained the following information:

* Anintroduction to AQUIND Interconnector;

* Scope of the consultation;

* Details of the consultation documents and where to view them;
* Details about the public exhibition events;

* Details of the deposit locations;
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* Information about the Applicant;
*  Overview of the Proposed Development;
* Information on the need for interconnectors;
* Benefits of AQUIND Interconnector;
* Details on how to respond to the consultation and the deadline for doing so;
* The Project’s freephone information line number;
* The Project’'s UK consultation website;
* The Project’s consultation email address;
* The Project’s freepost address; and
* Data protection statement.
FEEDBACK MECHANISMS

The Applicant had a range of feedback mechanisms available throughout the
consultation and these were detailed in the Section 42 letters enclosing the
consultation documents. Consultees were able to provide feedback in the following
ways:

* In writing to ‘AQUIND CONSULTATION’ freepost address;

* Via email to aguindconsultation@becg.com; or

*  Through completion of a consultation feedback form enclosed with the
Section 42 letters detailed above, at consultation events, or online at
www.aquindconsultation.co.uk.

A dedicated freephone information line was available throughout the pre-application
process for interested parties to seek further information about the Proposed
Development or the consultation process.

FURTHER ENGAGEMENT WITH SECTION 42 CONSULTEES AND FOLLOW UP
COMMUNICATIONS

The Applicant undertook informal engagement with thelocal authorities to ensure that
they had received the information. Courtesy emails were also distributed, and phone
calls were made, in early March 2019 by Natural Power to the MMO and marine
Prescribed Consultees to ensure that they had received the Section 42 consultation
documentation. In a small number of instances where consultees communicated that
they had not received the documentation, additional documentation was either sent
to an alternate address or the consultees downloaded the documentation from the
consultation website. As this was still more than 28 days before the consultation

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-129


mailto:aquindconsultation@becg.com
http://www.aquindconsultation.co.uk/

AQUINDs=s

deadline, there were no instances in which it was considered necessary to extend
the deadline for consultees to submit their responses.

11.6.7.2. A consultation invitation was also distributed by post to non-prescribed consultees on
23 February 2019. Where postal addresses were unavailable, the consultation
invitation was issued by email to relevant non-prescribed consultees on 27 February
2019. A copy of the invitation is available at Appendix 5.1.5H.

11.6.7.3. At the request of the MMO, Natural Power also sent emails or contacted via their
websites non-statutory recreational angling stakeholders as well as QHM Portsmouth

and Langstone Harbour on 19 February 2019 to notify them of the upcoming
consultation, public events and the opportunity to input into the consultation. The
following organisations were included:

*  Bembridge Angling Club;

* Isle of Wight Angling Trust;

* Southern IFCA’s Recreational Angling Sector Group;
* Eastney Cruising Association;

* Portsmouth & District Angling Society;

* Southsea Angling Club;

* Gosport Harbour;

* Chichester Harbour;

* Langstone Harbour Fishermen’'s Association;
* Gosport and District Angling Club;

*  Wessex Angling Trust;

* Elmore Angling Club;

* Valkyrie Charters; and

* Ventnor Angling and Social Club.

11.6.7.4. In addition to the formal notifications of the Section 42 consultation Natural Power
also sent reminder emails part way into the statutory consultation period about the
ongoing consultation to the following non-statutory consultees on 29 March 2019:

* NFFO;

* Water Skiing Association;
¢ Southern IFCA;

¢ Sussex IFCA;

* RYA;
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¢ Chamber of Shipping;

* Cruising Association;

* Gosport Ferry,

* Raymond Brown Aggregates;

* Kendalls Wharf Aggregates;

¢ Cemex;

« DEME;

* Hanson Aggregates;

* Boskalis;

* DH Seaworks;

¢ Tarmac;

* Brett Aggregates;

* BT,

*  Exxon Mobil (Fawley Marine Terminal);
* Brittany Ferries;

* Hayling Island Club;

* ltchenor Sailing Club;

*  Bembridge Angling Club;

* Eastney Cruising Association;

* Portsmouth & District Angling Society;
* Southsea Angling Club;

* Gosport and District Angling Club;
*  Wessex Specimen Group;

*  Wessex Angling Trust;

* Valkyrie Charters; and

* Ventnor Angling and Social Club

11.6.7.5. DFDS Ferries advised that they were not currently operating out of Portsmouth and
a direct Portsmouth contact for Condor Ferries could not be obtained, so information
was passed via Portsmouth International Port out of which they operate.

11.6.7.6. Brown & May Marine Ltd also sent out reminder email communications about the
consultation part way into the statutory consultation period on 29 March 2019 to
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French (Comite Peches Normandie), Belgian (Rederscentrale), and Dutch (VisNed)
fishing organisations. These are non-prescribed foreign marine organisations invited
to participate in the consultation out of courtesy.

Following a review of the responses received at the end of the consultation period,
Natural Power and WSP noted that responses had not been received from
consultees they were anticipating receiving comments from. In May 2019 emails were
therefore issued to several consultees informing them the consultation had now
closed and enquiring whether they intended to submit a response.

The emails stated that the Applicant would still accept a response from them if they
wanted to submit a late response however, if no response was received, then itwould
be assumed that they had no comment to make on the proposals. An example of this
email can be found in Appendix 5.1.4l.

ENGAGEMENT WITH SECTION42 CONSULTEES DURING
STATUTORY CONSULTATION

ONSHORE CONSULTEES

Separate engagement with planning officers and most Section 42 consultees was
paused during the statutory consultation period. Some email correspondence
progressed regarding the EIA preparation. Some meetings with onshore
stakeholders were progressed which are summarised in Table 11.3 below.

1-3 - Summary engagement with onshore Section 42 consultees during

statutory consultation

Date

Attendees Main topics of discussion

7 March HCC and HBC Meeting with highways team to discuss transport

2019

9 April
2019

information presented in the PEIR. HCC highlighted
improvement works along A3 including re-building of
Ladybridge roundabout.

Portsmouth Ongoing discussion regarding potential to utilise land
Water owned by Portsmouth Water adjacent to Farlington
Avenue and other updates on Proposed Development.

25 April  Natural England Update on ecology survey results and discussion of

2019

landscaping proposals.
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11.7.2. NATURAL ENGLAND CONSULTATION ON MARINE HRA

11.7.2.1. A teleconference meeting was held with Natural England on 13 February 2019. A
presentation was provided by the Applicant (see Appendix 5.1.5J) to direct the topics
discussed during the meeting which included:

* Updating on scoping;

* Update on progress of PEIR;

¢ Timelines for document submissions;

* Discussion on dredge and disposal activities; and

* Discussion on sites to be assessed for marine mammals, birds, migratory
fish and benthic habitats in relation to the HRA Report.

11.7.2.2. Other documents were also provided to inform the approach to pre-screening for
birds and marine mammals. Subsequent ongoing email communications with Natural
England identified that litter and visual disturbance pressures needed to be assessed
for tern species within the HRA.

11.7.2.3. Subsequent to this meeting, Natural Power produced and submitted a short
document to Natural England (on 2 April 2019) which provided evidence and rationale
for the approach taken for pre-screening a number of Special Areas of Conservation
(‘SACs’) that possess marine mammal features such that they would not need any
further assessment within the HRA. This document is presented in Appendix 2 of the
HRA Report (document reference 6.8.3.2).

11.7.2.4. This document was passed onto the Natural England marine mammal specialists
who responded on 3 May 2019 by stating:

“The document clearly sets out the rationale for assessing potential connectivity with
the four UK marine mammal SACs, concluding that potential impacts upon each of
these sites can be screened out. We welcome this additional information and agree
with the document’s conclusions. Our only commentis to ensure that this information
is included in the ES/HRA Report (an appendix would be fine) for the purposes of the

audit trail.”
11.7.3. COMMERCIAL FISHERIES AND ANGLING UPDATE - MARCH/APRIL 2019
11.7.3.1. During March and April 2019, in order to coincide with the Section 42 consultation,

further meetings were held to engage with commercial fisheries stakeholders and the
recreational angling sector. Table 11.4 lists the meetings held and issues discussed.
For recreational angling meetings, a short presentation was provided that introduced
the Project to the stakeholders and information on the consultation (see Appendix
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5.1.3K). Commercial fishermen also received a presentation which focussed more
on updates and the PEIR consultation (see Appendix 5.1.3L).

In addition to the below noted meetings, the Applicant offered to attend a meeting

with the Isle of Wight Fisherman’s Meeting on 8 April 2019, however a response was
not received in time to enable the Applicant to attend the meeting.

Table 11-4 - Commercial fisheries and angling meetings held in 2019

Date Consultee

27 March 2019 Southern IFCA
Recreational
Angling Quarterly,
Southern IFCA
Office, Poole

8 April 2019 Isle of Wight
Angler's Meeting,

Ryde

9 April 2019 Selsey
Fishermen'’s

Meeting, Selsey

Portsmouth
Fishermen's

9 April 2019

Topics discussed

Introduction to the Project

Potential impacts to Bullock’s Patch and
Black seabream as a result of the
Proposed Development

Congestion in the Solent and potential
impacts of construction vessels
Recommended that the Applicant engage
with Sussex IFCA

Introduction to the Project

Black seabream breeding season in
Bullocks Patch and potential impacts of
the Proposed Development

Impacts from noise and suspended
sediment as a result of the Proposed
Development

Attendees highlighted existing
aggregates work in the area
Potential impacts on angling charter
companies

Update on the Proposed Development
Methods of effective fisheries liaison
Attendees highlighted existing dredging
activities

Potential impacts from Electromagnetic
fields (‘EMF’) from marine cables
Engagement through the Applicant’s
consultation website

Contact details for the Fisheries Liaison
Officer (‘FLO’)

Update to the Proposed Development
Methods of effective fisheries liaison
How to find and respond to PEIR
documentation
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Consultee Topics discussed
Meeting, e Attendees highlighted the importance of
Portsmouth post construction surveys

DREDGE AND DISPOSAL ACTIVITIES UPDATE — APRIL/MAY 2019

During April 2019, Natural Power engaged with Natural England, JNCC, Environment
Agency, MMO and Cefas in relation to the proposed dredge and disposal activities
for the Proposed Development.

Prior to a teleconference being held on 7 May 2019, a short summary document
regarding the dredge and disposal activities was issued to the above consultees by
email on 3 April 2019 and this was followed up with distribution of a short technical
note which outlined the approach that would be taken in regard to plume dispersion
modelling for the disposal activities. Consultees received these documents three
weeks prior to the meeting. Copies of the documents are available in Appendix
5.1.3M.

The Environment Agency responded by email (12 April 2019) on the dredge and
disposal summary documents stating:

“Our Marine team have had an opportunity to review the summary note and
proposed dredge disposal area map as provided in your email dated 3 April 2019.
From these documents, we understand that there are no plans to dispose of any
material within the WFD water bodies, or within a buffer zone around them. We fully
support this approach in order to protect water quality in these water bodies. Our
remit does not extend offshore beyond the WFD boundaries; hence we have no
further comments on the other aspects of this strategy. Given the above, | believe
means that we may have little to add to a call regarding modelling about this aspect
of the development.”

On 7 May 2019, a teleconference was held between Cefas, the MMO, Natural
England and JNCC to discuss the dredge and disposal summary documents.
Consultees were generally content with the proposed approach to dredge and
disposal activities and the approach to modelling.

The MMO advised that dredge and disposal would be licensable activities and,
accordingly, would require assessment and a seabed characterisation report to
support the application.

Consultees welcomed the production of a post-consent method statement to further
refine the dredge and disposal works and also recommended that production of a
post-disposal works report be produced. This report would compare the disposal
works proposed with those actually undertaken.
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Further clarification was requested regarding contaminated sediments, the depth of
dredging and how these depths are represented by the sampling undertaken to date.
Further information on consultation, including additional clarifications on sediment
samples, has been provided in Section 3 of the Disposal Site Characterisation Report
(Document Ref. 6.3.6.5).

SUMMARY OF ISSUES RAISED IN STATUTORY CONSULTATION

A summary of the responses received from Section 42 consultees is set out below
together with a summary of how the Applicant has had regard to them in the DCO
Application.

An overview of the main issues raised and a summary of the regard had by the
Applicant to them is set out in Table 11.5 below.

11.7.4.7.

11.8.
11.8.1.1.

11.8.1.2.

Table 11-5 - Themes identified in consultation feedback and overview summary of
regard had by the Applicant

Regard had by the
Applicant

Theme Short Description

The information
presented in the PEIR
has been expanded in
Chapter 2 of the ES,
Alternatives (document
reference: 6.1.2) to
further explain the
optioneering process
undertaken.

Site selection/ Comments relating to the choice
and optioneering processes

Opti ' '
ptioneering undertaken for the following:

e Lovedean as a substation
for grid connection;

e Eastney as the landfall
point;

e Cable route; and

e Converter Station adjacent
to Lovedean Substation

A consideration of these
alternatives isin
Chapter 2 of the ES,
Alternatives (document
reference 6.1.22)

Some consultees in particular the
LPAs and HCC suggested
opportunities for alternative
routes for certain parts of the
cable route for consideration.

Alternatives

Construction traffic to Converter
Station:

Traffic and
Transport

The following chapters
are submitted with the

e Suitability of the routes to APBlIEERE Wil

Lovedean substation from
the A3M and HGV
movements;

More detail needed on the
proposed access to the
Converter Station; and

provide information to
address these points.
Chapter 22 ES
(document reference
6.1.22), the Transport
Assessment (document
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Theme Short Description

e More detail needed on
Construction Traffic
Management Plan.

Installation of cable ducts along
onshore cable route corridor:

e Disruption to traffic along
certain parts of the route
and preference to keep
construction off the roads
as much as possible;

¢ Need to undertake
modelling of wider impacts
to the wider network of
vehicles diverting to avoid
construction area;

e Access to properties
during construction
outside residential
properties and
businesses;

e More detail needed on
proposed Traffic
Management Strategy;,

e Concern about impact on
Eastern Road and Milton
Road in Portsmouth area,;

¢ Information on co-
ordination of works
between contractors
needed;

e Need for co-ordination of
other planned
development and events
during construction period;
and

e Disruption to bus services.

AQUINDs=s

Regard had by the
Applicant

reference 6.3.22.1), the
outline Construction
Traffic Management
Plan (‘(CTMP’)
(document reference:
6.3.22.3) and a
Framework Traffic
Management Strategy
(FCTMP’).

The Applicant is
discussing highways
matters with the
highways authorities,
Hampshire County
Council (‘HCC’) and
Portsmouth City Council
(‘PCC).

The impact of
construction traffic from
the Converter Station
includes construction
traffic routes from the
A3(M) and impact on
the roads around the
Converter Station.

Design of the access to
the Converter Station
has been discussed with
HCC and considered in
the assessment.

Modelling has been
undertaken to assess
the impacts to the wider
network, the scope and
method of which has
been agreed with HCC
and PCC.

Access to properties
and businesses is
considered in the FTMS
(6.3.22.1A).
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Theme

Converter Station °
Design

Landscape and
Visual Impact

Short Description

More consideration and
detail of design requested
and suggestions for
design made.

Converter Station

Views from SDNP;
Views from public
footpaths; and
Mitigation, planting and
screening.

AQUi

Regard had by the
Applicant

Refinements to the
Proposed Development
since the statutory
consultation have
significantly reduced the
impact on Eastern Road
and Milton Road with
Cable Corridor avoiding
Milton Road avoiding
Milton Road altogether.

D=

Disruption to bus
services, co-ordination
of works and other
planned development
and events during the
construction period are
all considered in the
FTMS and CTMP and
Chapter 22 of the ES.

Design and landscape
mitigation meetings
have been held
regularly with WCC,
EHDC and SDNPA.
Design and landscape
principles are proposed
in the Design and
Access Statement
(‘DAS’) (document
reference; 5.5).

Chapter 15 of the ES
(document reference:
6.1.15) assesses the
landscape and visual
amenity of the Proposed
Development.
Landscape mitigation is
proposed together with
an Outline Landscape
and Biodiversity
Mitigation Strategy
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Theme

Noise

Ecology

Air Quality

Community
Benefits

Short Description

Converter Station

e Operation; and
e Construction.

¢ Kings Pond/Denmead
Meadows (NE).

e Solent Water Brent Geese

Strategy.

PCC concern due to likely
increased traffic congestion.

Requests have been made for
funding in relation to various

matters, including for the delivery

of environmental enhancements,
an annual fund to be spent on
undefined projects of community

benefit and enhancements on the

local highway network

AQUi

Regard had by the
Applicant
(document reference;
6.10). Views from
SNDP and public
footpaths have been
assessed.

D=

Chapter 24 of the ES
(document reference:
6.1.24) assesses noise
and vibration impacts on
construction and
operation of the
Converter Station
Mitigation is proposed to
ensure noise and
vibration levels are
within acceptable limits.

Chapter 16 of the ES
(document reference
6.1.16) considers the
Proposed Development
on ecology. Mitigation
is proposed.

Chapter 23 of the ES
(document reference:
6.1.23) assesses air

quality.

Discussions are ongoing
with relevant authorities
in this regard, however it
is considered that
mitigation proposed is
appropriate and
proportionate to mitigate
the impacts of the
Proposed Development
and to date it has not
been evidenced how
any of the proposed
enhancements
requested would satisfy
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Theme Short Description Regard had by the
Applicant
the relevant legislative
tests to be valid
planning obligations.

11.9. RESPONSES FROM SECTION42(1)(A) PRESCRIBED
CONSULTEES

11.9.1.1. A total of 90 organisations were consulted under Section 42(1)(a) out of which 17
responses were received.

11.9.2. DENMEAD PARISH COUNCIL

11.9.2.1. Two councillors responded on behalf of Denmead Parish Council. Concerns were

raised about the detail of the design and landscaping for the Converter Station at
consultation stage, landscape and visual impacts, noise and air quality emitted from
the Converter Station and additional traffic through the village. The need for any
above ground presence inthe Denmead Gap was not considered appropriate. Cable
route option 3c, using residential streets in Denmead, would cause unnecessary
disturbance to the residents of Denmead. A preference was expressed for
construction traffic and cable route to use A3M. Concern was raised about access to
residential properties and traffic congestion on Forest Road/Hambledon Road. A list
of local events and seasonal activities was provided as requested in the feedback
form. There were additional concerns about light pollution and impacts on the nearby
Dark Sky and noise emissions from the Converter Station during construction and
operation.

11.9.2.2. The Applicanthas metwith WCC, EHDC and SDNPA on several occasions since the
Statutory Consultation to discuss Converter Station design and landscaping. This
has culminated in a set of Design Principles and Landscape Principles being drafted
upon which the detailed design and landscaping mitigation will be based. Details of
the discussions and principles are set out in the Design and Access Statement
(DAS) submitted with the Application (document reference 5.5). A requirementin
the dDCO (document reference: 3.1) secures these principles.

11.9.2.3. A noise assessment is submitted with the Application in Chapter 24 of the ES
(documentreference: 6.1.24). This has assessed construction and operational noise
in relation to the Converter Station (and onshore cable installation). Construction
impacts will be restricted through a requirement in the dDCO specifying working
hours. Operational noise impacts have been carefully considered with focus on
identifying mitigation measures to minimise impacts at surrounding sensitive
receptors. The layout and orientation of the Converter Station has been designed
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11.9.2.4.

11.9.25.

11.9.2.6.

11.9.2.7.
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such that the dominant plant items are screened from the nearest sensitive receptors
to the buildings. Mitigation is proposed to ensure certain noise criteria and levels are
achieved. These are set out in Chapter 22 of the ES and measures will be secured
through the DAS (document reference: 5.5). With mitigation measures in place, and
as set out in Chapter 22 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.22), the Converter
Station can be designed such that operational effects are negligible at surrounding
sensitive receptors.

Air quality effects for construction and operation of the Converter Station have been
considered in Chapter 23 of the ES (documentreference: 6.1.23). Mitigation for dust
risk in the surrounding area is proposed in the Onshore Outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan (‘CEMP) (document reference: 6.9). The
commitments in the CEMP are secured through a requirement in the dDCO
(document reference: 3.1). With the incorporation of the mitigation the impact is not
considered to be significant.

The Applicant has discounted the cable routes through Denmead (options 3c) having
regard to consultation responses and further technical work undertaken on the
practicability of HDD through Kings Pond and Denmead Meadows to reach
Hambledon Road. There will be above ground presence during construction at Kings
Pond/Denmead Meadows, for example during the HDD process, but this will be
temporary and the cables will be underground. Discussions on construction activity
in this area have been held with Natural England regarding appropriate mitigation for
the HDD compounds required during the process and are ongoing.

Construction traffic will use the A3(M)to access the local road network as prescribed
within the draft outline Construction Traffic Management Plan (‘CTMP) (6.3.22). It
will not be possible to for all construction traffic for the Converter Station to avoid
using local roads, but the Transport Assessment (documentreference: 6.3.22.1) and
submitted with the DCO Application specifiesthe most appropriate routes. The CTMP
provides an overarching plan as to how construction traffic and site operations will be
managed across the Proposed Development. Individual CTMP documents for work
locations across the area of the Order Limits are proposed to be agreed with HCC
and PCC as relevant ahead of works commencing in that area. The outline CTMP
will be secured through a requirement in the dDCO. A Framework Traffic
Management Strategy (FTMS) has also been submitted with the DCO Application
(appended to the Transport Assessment document reference 6.3.22.1). This will be
discussed with HCC and PCC (as appropriate), the final details to be approved prior
to commencementof construction in the relevant area.

Access to properties and businesses along the Onshore Cable Corridor has been
considered in the FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A). Access to residential
properties will be maintained where possible but some vehicular restrictions will be
required when cable installation is underway immediately outside an access. This
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will impact individual properties for a maximum of 1-2 weeks per circuit, during which
time pedestrian and cycle access will be retained at all times. More detail is provided
in the FTMS

Chapter 3 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.3) provides more detail on cable
installation methods. It is anticipated that the cable duct installation will take place in
100m sections, taking approximately five working days to complete each section per
HVDC Circuit.

The Transport Assessment (documentreference: 6.3.22.1) and Chapter 22 of the ES
(document reference: 6.1.22) has assessed the impacts of the temporary cable
installation. These have been modelled and discussed with HCC and PCC. These
assessments have considered the impacts along the Onshore Cable Corridor
including Forest Road/Hambledon Road. The FTMS (document reference:
6.3.22.1A) provides a framework of proposed traffic management strategies. The
FTMS has been developed with the aim of minimising disruption to all road users,
including pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users and car drivers. The overall
principles of the FTMS include that two-way traffic flow should be maintained
wherever possible, albeitthis may need to be facilitated by shuttle working, temporary
traffic signals and lane closures and full road closures should only be considered as
a last resort.

A number of events and programme constraints have been identified through the
consultation. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) provides an indicative
programme for construction that considers environmental constraints, major events,
school terms and interaction between adjacent or nearby locations to minimise
impact where possible.

During operation, the Converter Station will not be lit externally during hours of
darkness, except in the case of emergencies, for example urgent maintenance. A
requirement in the dDCO ensures the submission of a lighting strategy during
operation to be agreed with the relevant local authorities prior to commencement

HORNDEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Horndean Parish Council attended a meeting with the project team on 15 April 2019.
Concerns about construction traffic caused by the Converter Station were raised at
the meeting and in their consultation response, as well as the increased levels of
traffic and likely congestion in particular from A3/London Road/Village centre and
Lovedean Lane. Horndean Parish Council thought that a “stringent” traffic
management plan would need to be in place to mitigate the impact. A “distinct and
definite preference” was for an alternative route to be proposed. The parish council
had considered the report prepared by SDNPA to the development and had resolved
to fully support its contents. The parish council welcomed regular feedback and
attendance at future council meetings.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-142



11.9.3.2.

11.9.3.3.

11.9.34.

11.9.3.5.

11.9.3.6.

11.9.3.7.
11.9.4.
11.9.4.1.

AQUINDs=s

The Transport Assessment (document reference:6.3.22.1) assesses the nature and
extent of the likely transport impacts arising from the construction, operation and
decommissioning ofthe Proposed Development. This should be read in conjunction
with Chapter 22 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.22). The scope of the TA has
been agreed with HCC and PCC as the relevant highways authorities. Whilst there
are localised impacts due to construction over the short periods of time for which
works are ongoing in a particular location, the TA has been prepared to provide
assurance as to the likely level of impact during the peak periods of construction on
the busiest parts of the highway network. The TA should be considered as a robust
assessment of the worst case, taking into account measures to manage impacts to
be implemented in connection with the works through the approval of traffic
management strategies committed to in the dDCO (document reference:3.1). The
TA should be read in conjunction with Chapter 22 of the ES and the outline CTMP
(document reference:6.3.22.2) and FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1).

The FTMS provides a framework of proposed traffic management strategies. The
FTMS has been developed with the aim of minimising disruption to all road users,
including pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users and car drivers. This will be
discussed with HCC and PCC (in respect of their areas), the final details to be
approved prior to commencement of construction in the relevant area.

Chapter 22 of the ES and the TA consider the increased levels of traffic and likely
congestion from A3/London Road/Village centre and Lovedean Lane. Reference is
made to the CTMP where HGV routes are considered. In Lovedean construction
traffic is proposed to use Junction 2 of the A3(M), B2149, A3 Portsmouth Road,
Lovedean Lane and Day Lane. No construction traffic (HGVs and construction
workers) will use the route from the south of Hambledon Road via Soake Road,
Anmore Road and Anmore Lane.

Chapter 2 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.2) sets out the alternatives considered
by the Applicant for the Proposed Development including the Onshore Cable
Corridor.

The Applicant notes that the parish council support the contents of the report
prepared by SDNPA which contained the elements of the SDNPA’s consultation
response. The Applicant has engaged with SDNPA since the consultation on their
response and the regard had to their response is set out below.

The Applicantwelcomes ongoing engagement with Horndean Parish Council.
LANGSTONE HARBOUR BOARD

The Harbour Board raised issues in respect of marine and onshore ecology, noting
that mitigation would be required in respect of overwintering birds and smothering of
seagrass due to construction.
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Impacts to seagrass beds have been assessed within Section 8.6 of Chapter 8
(Intertidal and Benthic Habitats) of the ES (Document Reference 6.1.8). However,
use of HDD underneath Langstone Harbour ensures no connectivity with seagrass
beds/saltmarsh as the route travels some 10-15 m below ground level. Pollution
measures for these works are considered in the Onshore Outline CEMP (Document
Ref. 6.9) and Marine Outline CEMP (Document Reference 6.5).

NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION (NGET)

NGET noted the proximity of the Proposed Development to its existing infrastructure,
noting that the overhead line is protected by a Deed of Easement/Wayleave
Agreement which provides full right of access to retain, maintain, repair and inspect
its asset. Specific comments were made by NGET in respect of the design of the
Proposed Development and the potential to affect NGET infrastructure (for example,
landscape planting). Existing infrastructure would require appropriate protection for
retained apparatus.

The Applicant has been engaging with NGET since 2015 and in relation to specific
elements of the Proposed Developmentsince 2018 in relation to landownership and
grid connection in particular. It is intended that protective provisions will be formalised
and incorporated into the DCO to provide protection to NGET infrastructure.  The
Proposed Development will not impact any of NGET's existing overhead lines or
pylons in the area.

NETWORK RAIL

Network Rail's response noted that Sections 6-7 of the onshore cable would be
required to cross under the railway and that the Applicant would need to work with
Network Rail in order to agree an Asset Protection Agreement. Agreement will also
be required for site specific safety requirements, engineering technical approval and
detailed conditions approved by Network Rail's Wessex Asset Protection team.

Network Rail supplied its standard protective provisions which it will require to be
included in the DCO as a minimum, and further noted that a number of legal and
commercial agreements will need to be entered into, for example, method
statements, connection agreements, property agreements and all other relevant legal
and commercial agreements.

The Applicanthas held positive meetings with Network Railin relation to the crossing
under their infrastructure. The Applicant submitted information requested by Network
Rail on 14 August 2019 providing details for a trenchless crossing at Farlington to
seek Network Rail’s agreement in principle. Network Rail have requested a Basic
Asset Protection Agreement to support the submission and discussions are ongoing.
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11.9.7. NATURAL ENGLAND

This section outlines responses received from the Natural England Marine Team on
Chapters 6 to 14 of the PEIR.

Physical Processes

11.9.7.1. Clarifications were requested on the identified Worst-Case Scenarios identified in the
PEIR. The worst-case scenario parameters include the total area of dredging
footprint. Further detail on how dredge volumes were determined is provided in
Chapter 6 Physical Processes (Document Reference. 6.1.6).

11.9.7.2. Clarification was required around the calculated figures for dredge and disposal
activities. The total seabed footprint to be impacted by these activities was also
requested in addition to the volumes as well as the impacts of increased suspended
sediment concentration (‘SSC’) as a result of dredge and disposal. Appendix 6.5
(Document Reference. 6.3.6.5) has been produced to outline further information on
dredge and disposal activities and to inform the characterisation of the proposed
disposal site. Chapter 6 Physical Processes (Document Reference. 6.1.6) quantifies
the area of disturbance resulting from construction activities such as dredging. It
should be noted that seabed disturbance has not been considered as an impactitself
but has been considered with regards to potential resultant impacts such as
increased SSC.

11.9.7.3. Natural England requested additional information when comparing other studies to
the Proposed Development and further description on how these other schemes are
similar in nature. An updated assessment including this additional information has
been provided in Chapter 6 Physical Processes (Document Reference. 6.1.6).

Marine Water and Sediment Quality

11.9.7.4. Natural England requested further clarification with regards to the use of data from
the IFA2 and Rampion Offshore Wind Farm cable routes to inform assessment of
contaminated sediments, specifically how spatially close this data is and whether itis
applicable for the Applicant. Further clarification has been provided in Chapter 7
Marine Water and Sediment Quality (Document Ref. 6.1.7).

11.9.7.5. Further information was requested to justify the conclusion that there will be no
significant effect from the sediment plume due to the high recoverability of marine
water and sediments in the Channel. Further information has been provided in
Chapter 7 Marine Water and Sediment Quality (Document Ref. 6.1.7) and the results
of the plume dispersion modelling have been used to inform this assessment.

11.9.7.6. Further information was requested to quantify the temporary increases in SSC during
cable repair activities. Further information has been provided in Chapter 7 Marine
Water and Sediment Quality (Document Ref. 6.1.7) and the results of the plume
dispersion modelling have been used to inform this assessment.
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In relation to operation and maintenance activities, whilst Natural England agree that
the impacts from these activities are likely to be lower than that of construction
activities, any impacts should be identified and assessed accordingly. An assessment
of the potential impact of the operational stage works is included in Chapter 7 Marine
Water and Sediment Quality (Document Ref. 6.1.7).

Intertidal and Benthic Ecology

Natural England requested the inclusion of the following construction methods in the
assessments for Intertidal and Benthic Ecology:

* Use of flotation pits to enable vessels to approach closer to shore;
* Grounding of vessels on the seabed,;

* Use of a Trailing Suction Hopper Dredger (TSHD) to create the trench for pre-lay
installation; and

* Potential driving of four ducts into the seabed at the Horizontal Direct Drilling
(HDD) marine exit/entry at the Eastney landfall.

The use of flotation pits and TSHD for cable trenching are no longer proposed or
included in the project design and are therefore not assessed. All included
construction techniques presented in Chapter 3 (Document Ref. 6.1.3) are
considered in the form of the Rochdale envelope approach whereby the worst case
for each impact is assessed. Chapter 8 Intertidal and Benthic Habitats (Document
Ref. 6.1.8) presents the worst-case design envelope.

Due to the proximity of the activities to the Solent Maritime SAC, the importance of a
thorough assessment of potential impacts on benthic ecology was highlighted with
particular focus on direct seabed disturbance and temporary increases in SSC.
Additional information was requested on direct seabed disturbance, deposition of
sediment (smothering), habitat loss and maintenance activities.

Potential effects on the nearby Solent Maritime SAC are considered in the HRA
Report (Document Ref. 6.8). Potential effects from direct seabed disturbance
(including HDD pit excavation, temporary cable protection and boulder
removal/relocation) and temporary increases in SSC are presented in Chapter 8
Intertidal and Benthic Habitats (Document Ref. 6.1.8).

Fish and Shellfish

Natural England requested the inclusion of the following methods in the assessments
for Fish and Shellfish:

* Use of flotation pits to enable vessels to approach closer to shore;
* Grounding of vessels on the seabed;

* Use of a TSHD to create the trench for pre-lay installation; and
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* Potential driving of four ducts into the seabed at the HDD marine exit/entry at the
Eastney landfall.

The use of flotation pits and TSHD for cable trenching are no longer proposed or
included in the project design and are therefore not assessed. All included
construction techniques presented in Chapter 3 (Document Ref. 6.1.3) are
considered in the form of the Rochdale envelope approach whereby the worst case
for each impact is assessed.

Due to the proximity of some of the works to the shoreline, a detailed assessment on
noise and vibration and suspended sediments on fish species known to migrate along
the coast was recommended. Natural England were content with the list of Marine
Conservation Zones (MCZs) identified for assessment but also requested the
inclusion of Poole Rocks proposed MCZ for nesting black seabream. Liaison with
Southern IFCA was recommended to ascertain the presence of native oysters in the
area of the works. Chapter 9 Fish and Shellfish (6.1.9) has been updated to include
an assessment of noise and vibration on migratory fish. Poole Rocks MCZ has been
includedin the MCZ assessment presented in Appendix 8.5 (Document Ref. 6.3.8.5).
Consultation with the Southern IFCA via email (12 June 2019) has been undertaken
to assess if the cable route passes through any oyster beds. Spatial data was
provided by the Southern IFCA (25 July 2019) and all oyster beds identified were in
the Solent and Southampton Water. None of the oyster beds identified overlapped or
are within the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Therefore, no direct impacts on
known oyster beds are considered to occur.

Marine Mammals

Natural England confirmed they were satisfied with the use of a 5 km buffer in the
assessment of impacts from geophysical surveys.

In relation to the approach to EPS risk assessment, Natural England advised that
voluntary notifications should be submitted to the MMO and data submitted to the
Marine Noise Registry for geophysical surveys. In addition to undertaking an EPS
Risk Assessment, the Applicant will complete and submit a voluntary notification of
the geophysical work to the MMO post any consent. The Marine Noise Registry
(MNR) will also be completed post any consent.

Although a separate marine licence will be sought for UXO activities, it was
recommended that consideration should be given in the cumulative effects
assessment to the potential cumulative impact of UXO detonations, in-combination
with both other work being undertaken for the Proposed Development and other
plans and projects in the vicinity of the project. The potential requirement for UXO
clearance has been considered within the cumulative effects assessment within
Chapter 10 Marine Mammals and Basking Sharks (Document Ref. 6.1.10). However,
because surveys to identify potential UXOs have yet to be conducted, and any
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removal work required will precede all other preparation and construction works by a
number of months, detailed consideration, and therefore a meaningful assessment,
has not been possible at this stage. Therefore, a cumulative effects assessment will
be included as part of the Marine Licence application for UXO work, should one be
necessary. This approach has been agreed with Natural England in a meeting in
February 2019 (see Appendix 5.1.4Z).

Marine Ornitholoqy

Following review of the baseline environment for marine ornithology assessment it
was recommended that the assessment should include data from the Seabird
Mapping and Sensitivity Tool (“SeaMaST") for the analysis of displacement risk for
the Proposed Development. Natural England noted that it is expected that the
cumulative effects assessment will be updated as required if new plans or projects
are identified prior to submission of the application. This additional reference has
been added to the listof data sources and relevantinformation has been incorporated
into the baseline environment of Chapter 11 Marine Ornithology (6.1.11),
Displacement risks presented in SeaMaST have been included. The cumulative
effects assessment has been updated priorto the submission of the DCO application.

Onshore Ecoloqgy

Natural England noted further ecological work was to be completed in 2019 and
welcomed further discussion as the project progressed. Specific concern was raised
by Natural England in relation to cable route options 3A(i), (ii) and 3B which proposed
a mix of trenching and/or HDD through Kings Pond SINC and Denmead Meadows.
These comprise unimproved meadows supporting important colonies of green
winged orchid and adder’s tongue. All development proposals should follow the
mitigation hierarchy as set out inthe National Planning Policy Framework paragraph
32 where significant harm should be avoided in the first instance and, wherever
possible, alternative options which reduce or eliminate such impacts should be
pursued and if avoidance is not possible suitable mitigation measures should be
identified and, as a last resort, compensatory measures should be considered.
Natural England expressed a preference to avoid the meadows and progress with
option 3C and had concerns about trenching and habitat disturbance in this area in
particular.

The Applicant engaged with Natural England following the consultation and has
shared the results of ecological surveys with them. The proposals for the cable route
option through Kings Pond and Denmead Meadows were discussed. Given other
consultation responses received by the community, parish councils and local
authorities expressing concern about the road option 3C in this area, it was important
to discuss and seek to address Natural England’s concerns. Further technical work
undertaken for the Applicant has confirmed that HDD could progress through the
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majority of this area thereby minimising any ecological impact and plans have been
shared with Natural England. A mitigation strategy has been developed and is set
out in Chapter 16 of the ES (documentreference:6.1.16) to address potential impacts
associated with HDD compounds and the areas where trenching is still proposed.
This has been discussed with Natural England and discussions are ongoing.

In relation to Milton Common, Natural England’s preferred option is for the route to
follow the road network to avoid impacts on the Milton Common SINC. Where
impacts are unavoidable the ES should include detail of habitat and species affected
and mitigation measures.

Three routes are proposed around Milton Common. It is anticipated that the Onshore
Cable Route would progress through the corridor adjacent to the path which runs
through the common, parts of which form the coastal flood defences. Milton Common
is a SINC and is historically an old landfill area. Whilst it is considered there is a
potentially viable route through Milton Common, given the nature of the ground
conditions flexibility is maintained should further ground investigations find conditions
unsuitable. Two alternative routes continue along Eastern Road and will either run
along Eastern Road or the western edge of Milton Common). Chapter 16 of the ES
(document reference: 6.1.16) has concluded that this would lead to a moderate
impact and a negligible residual effect following mitigation. The area has been subject
to previous construction impacts associated with coastal defence works and has
quickly regenerated following reseeding with lowland meadow grassland mix and
would have benefits in terms of minimising highway effects.

Reference is made in Natural England's response to assessing potential impacts on
designated bird features of Chichester and Langstone Harbours, SPA/Ramsar Sites
and other European designated sites in the area. Natural England consider the
proposed works have the potential to result in noise and visual disturbance to
overwintering birds and welcome the proposal to mitigate such impacts at sensitive
locations by undertaking works outside of the overwintering bird period (October —
March inclusive). The potential impacts on the Solent Waders and Brent Goose
Strategy sites has been assessed in Chapter 16 of the ES (document reference:
6.1.16) and Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (document reference: 6.8.1).
Effects of the construction stage on Chichester and Langstone Harbour SPA and its
wintering intertidal bird community will be avoided by restricting works within the
winter season, defined as October to March (the period when SPA birds such as
Brent goose arrive from their breeding grounds; (Snow and Perrins, 1998)). Details
of the working restriction are provided in Chapter 16 of the ES (document reference:
6.1.16) (Winter Working Restriction for Features of Chichester & Langstone Harbours
SPA), and comprise 8 principles that will be incorporated into working methods.
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Non-Statutory Sites

In relation to non-statutory sites, Natural England advised that the impacts on each
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) are examined individually in the
ES and strongly advised that detailed consideration be given to both mitigation as
well as enhancement measures. Effects set out in the PEIR have been updated
following completion of further survey work. Each SINC within the Order Limits has
been considered within the Chapter 16 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.16),
including magnitude of change. No enhancements are proposed.

Converter Station

Natural England welcomed the detailed landscape and visual assessment
undertaken to assess the impact of the proposed Converter Station in relation to the
SDNP. They advised that the detailed scheme be designed in consultation with the
SDNPA and district landscape officer. The illustrative landscape plan prepared for
the PEIR has been developed in consultation with WCC, SDNPA and EHDC,
maximising opportunities as proposed by Natural England where appropriate.
Landscape mitigation will be implemented in accordance with principles established
by indicative landscape mitigation proposals derived from environmental and
ecological analyses of the site. Building siting, massing and appearance, including
cladding colours will be in accordance with the principles. These are set out in the
Design and Access Statement (‘DAS) (document reference: 5.5). The detailed
design based on these principles will be agreed with the relevant local authorities
prior to construction. An Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy has been
submitted with the Application (document reference: 6.10). This outlines in draft,
measures that would mitigate the effects of the Proposed Developmenton landscape
and biodiversity features and enhance the value of such features. The strategy is
accompanied by an outline planting specification for 0 to 5 years and outline
landscape and biodiversity strategy managementplans for the Converter Station and
Landfall. The dDCO (document reference 3.1) includes requirements that, following
consent, a detailed Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy will be submitted for
approach to the relevant local authority. The strategy has been prepared to respond
to consultation comments relating to the need to provide information on the long-term
management of existing and proposed planting within the Order Limits.

Other opportunities for enhancement have been proposed for the converter station
site including creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site, planting trees
characteristic to the local area and using native plants in landscaping schemes. The
enhancement opportunities as proposed by Natural England have been incorporated
where appropriate in the Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy (document
reference: 6.10) and DAS (document reference: 5.5).
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Cumulative Effects

Natural England agreed with the proposed methodology for assessing potential
cumulative effects and commented on proposed developments which had been
submitted. These are included in the cumulative effects assessment in Chapter 29
the ES (document reference: 6.1.29). With respect to onshore ecology, cumulative
effects are considered in Chapter 16 of the ES (document reference:6.1.16).

Other Matters

Natural England strongly recommended that this proposal achieves a net gain for
biodiversity and advised that applying a biodiversity metric to terrestrial habitats may
be helpful. Biodiversity net gain is not a requirement for projects consented under
the PA 2008 and an assessment of this is not submitted with the Application.
Indicative landscape mitigation plans have been prepared working with ecologists
and in consultation with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA to minimise landscape and visual
impacts and maximise where practicable opportunities for enhancement.
Opportunities to maximise biodiversity have been incorporated within the plans and
the Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy (document reference: 6.10).

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

This section outlines responses received from the Environment Agency (‘EA’) on the
relevant chapters of the PEIR.

In general, the EA were satisfied with the contents of the PEIR but highlighted areas
for further work and clarification, in particular around water quality, flood risk and
biodiversity to ensure the ES appropriately addresses these points.

Water Quality

The EA stated that further consideration was required of the impacts in relation to
groundwater, considering Karst (solution) features and locations within Source
Protection Zone 1 and more detail on pollution prevention measures during
construction and operation. The impact groundwater and the Karst features is fully
assessed in Chapter 19 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.19) with embedded
mitigation including the grouting of the surface Karst at the Converter Station.

Main River Crossings

The EA stated that clarification of the locations where cables will cross below the bed
of any designated Main River or in close proximity to it was needed. A site-specific
assessment for each Main River crossing point was strongly recommended. The EA
welcomed that their preferred technique of trenchless cable crossing had been
acknowledged in the PEIR.

All Main Rivers and Ordinary Watercourses within the Order Limits have been
identified and considered in Chapter 20 of the ES [document reference: 6.1.20 ] and
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the Technical Appendix 20.3 (document reference: 6.3.20.3). This details the
crossing methodology and likely permitting requirements. All crossings are proposed
to comprise HDD or a crossing of a culvert within the carriageway build-up. Detailed
design is provided for the HDD solutions, with further detail to be developed following
the grant of development consent for other culverted crossings. High level
methodology is provided in Technical Appendix 20.3.

Flood Risk Activity Permits

The EA commented that an Environmental Permit for Floor Risk Activities for the
construction phase of the works would be required. Any temporary work associated
with permanent installation might also require a permit. Likely impacts of associated
temporary works have been considered in the Chapter 20 of the ES (document
reference:6.1.20). It is not proposed to disapply consents and permits in relation to
the surface water resources and any flood risk environment as detailed site-specific
design and methodologies will be required which is anticipated folloning the grant of
development consent. General principles have been discussed with HCC, PCC, the
Environment Agency and ESCP through consultation.

East Solent Coastal Partnership (ESCP)

The EA stated that it would be crucial to determine whether there will be a likely
significant effect of the proposed cable route on the Southsea coastal defence
scheme (ie at Milton Common). Consultation with ESCP has been ongoing
throughout the pre-application period and since consultation close. The Applicant
has been provided with the approved and pending planning drawings associated with
the flood defence works and these have informed the Proposed Development. The
flood defences, current and proposed, are summarised within the Flood Risk
Assessment (Technical Appendix 20.1 (document reference: 6.3.20.1) and are
considered in the Chapter 20 of the ES (document reference 6.1.20). The proposed
Onshore Cable Corridor includes HDD under Broom Channel and the associated
flood defences, an alternative to the side of the existing coastal flood defences, with
trenchless installation technique proposed to cross under the flood defences at Milton
Common. The principle of the works are accepted by ESCP and discussions are
ongoing.

Converter Station

The EA’s principal concern remains the location of the Converter station within
Source Protection Zone 1 for Bedhampton and Havant Springs public water supply
abstraction. The EA stated that the Applicant must consult with Portsmouth Water
regarding any potential for increased turbidity in supply associated with disturbance
of the chalk. Consultation has been undertaken with Portsmouth Water, including
joint meetings with the EA to consider the impacts of water abstraction. Embedded
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mitigation is proposed as set out in Chapter 20 of the ES (document reference:
6.1.20).

The EA requested that details of storage, volumes and assessments to risk (to
groundwater) are required within the ES. The EA stated that they would almost
certainly strongly oppose any underground storage or distribution of hazardous
substances (ie oils) or other polluting substations. The EA will only consider
accepting above ground storage or distribution, if the risks are understood. The
Proposed Development does not require the presence of hazardous substances
above the threshold quantities within the Planning (Hazardous Substances) Act 1990
as amended.

Optical Regeneration Building

The EA stated that the level of pollution prevention measures required should be
proportionate to the sensitivity of the particular site. Suitable pollution prevention
measures are considered within the Chapters 18, 19 and 20 of the ES (document
references: 6.1.18, 6.1.19 and 6.1.20) and onshore outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan (‘CEMP’) (document reference; 6.9). No
hazardous substances meeting the thresholds within the regulations are to be stored
at the ORS compound (or the Converter Station).

Ground Conditions

The EA noted that the proposed cable route passes through a number of landfills to
the East of Portsmouth which include landfill located adjacent to the Langstone
Harbour SSSI and on the Chalk Principal Aquifer. The EA state that whilst from their
perspective their presence “should not present an inherent “show stopper™, they are
likely to require significant control method and safeguards in working practice to
ensure these sensitive receptors are protected and this should be addressed in the
ES and CEMP. Mitigation is proposed in relation to contaminated land associated
with former landfill uses within Chapter 18 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.18).
The associated Preliminary Risk Assessment and Generic Quantitative Risk
Assessment in Chapter 18 has also been used to inform the CEMP. Specific
mitigation measures have been proposed in relation to Milton Common.

The EA stated that the potential Karst features and the Source Protection Zone 1 and
risk to groundwater, in particular the public water supply abstraction must be
accounted for in the ES. The impact of Karst features has been assessed within
chapter 19 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.19), with embedded mitigation
comprising the grouting of the surface Karst at the Converter Station site prior to any
earthwork movements, removing the primary pathway to underlying chalk aquifer
included.

Any dewatering activities must comply with the EA’s Position Statement on
Dewatering Temporary Excavations. This should be recognised in the ES and/or
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CEMP. This has been considered in the Chapter 19 ad 20 of the ES (document
references: 6.1.19 and 6.1.20). Any dewatering methodologies are proposed to be
developed by the contractor post-consent and to be agreed, as required through
environmental permits with the EA prior to commencement of works. This approach
has been agreed with the EA and has been included within the Onshore Outline
CEMP (document reference: 6.9).

Water Resources and Flood Risk

The EA considered there were still gaps in the PEIR in the understanding of the
process and spatial influences of Karst features within the Source Protection Zones.
Robustly characterising the Karst system is key to understanding the risks of any
proposed development. The understanding and impact (including risk) of Karst
features has been assessed in Chapter 19 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.19).

The ES should acknowledge that Karstic pathways within the system can be
interconnected, and there can still be rapid transit of surface water through the
system to the springs associated with the Source Protection Zone., inrelation to Karst
Zone 2. Chapter 19 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.19) considers Karst Zone 2
and that no flow of water through the system is present. Portsmouth Water and the
EA have included in ongoing consultation on the assessment of Karst Zone 2.

The EA needed more details on the location, assessment and potential mitigation to
manage risk of all solution features and would need robust confidence that in higher
risk areas all relevant Karst features have been identified. Geophysical survey data
of the Converter Station Area is appended to Chapter 19 of the ES (document
reference: 6.1.19) and identifies all Karst features in the locality.

The EA confirmed they had no principle objection to the overall assessment of the
groundwater risk in Section 3 of the Onshore Cable Route (Kings Pond and Denmead
Meadows) but noted that more information is required before accepting any final
conclusion. The preliminary design of the HDD in this area has been provided to the
EA and has subsequently alleviated their concerns regarding the construction
contaminationto Karst features.

At the Converter Station the EA preferred a sealed septic tank whereby foul water is
tankered away over the proposal in the PEIR for a septic tank with a discharge to
ground/surface waters. The Converter Station will typically be unoccupied, with very
limited foul water flows generated which will be routed via below ground drains to a
fully sealed cess tank within minimum of 9000L capacity to comply with Building
Regulations Part H and BS EN752:2017.

The EA were concerned at the surface water drainage proposals at the Converter
Station Area and wanted details in the ES. The proposed management of surface
water at the Converter Station is subject to an outline drainage strategy which has
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been developed and agreed in principle, through consultation with the EA and
Portsmouth Water. Further detailed designis to be undertaken prior to construction.
The EA said there would be a need for robust confidence that there is no potential
for impact to the relevant public water supply abstractions from any surface water
discharges. Specific measures to control the risk of pollution through surface water
is considered within the outline drainage strategy which has been developed, and
agreed in principle, through consultation with the EA and Portsmouth Water. Thisis
included in the onshore outline CEMP (documentreference: 6.9).

Marine Water and Sediment Quality

The EA recommended that short-term as well as long-term impacts be assessed in
the WFD assessment. This includes impacts on water quality from increases in SSC
on sensitive areas such as Shellfish Waters and Bathing Waters, in particular the
Eastney Bathing Water which is in close proximity to the landfall area. It was also
recommended that impacts to the Solent Maritime SAC are assessed due to the
proximity of the works to this site. Sensitive waters including Bathing Waters and
Shellfish Waters have been assessed in Appendix 7.1 the Marine WFD Assessment
(Document Ref. 6.3.7.1). This assessment considers all elements of the works which
fall within or have the potential to affect a WFD waterbody and protected areas
(including SACs).

Fish and Shellfish

The EA requested that further assessment be provided in relation to impacts on
migratory fish on certain species such as sea trout, salmon and eel. It was
recommended that impacts on these species from noise and vibration should be
assessed for these species as hearing specialist fish. Chapter 9 of the ES (Fish and
Shellfish) (Document Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated to include the effect of noise and
vibration on sea trout, salmon and eel.

The EA also requested that further information be provided on the background
concentration of suspended solids to enable conclusions to be drawn on the impacts
of temporary increases in suspended solids on salmon and sea trout. ES Chapter 9
Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated and informed by the
results of the assessments in ES Chapter 6 Physical Processes (Document Ref.
6.1.6) including plume dispersion modelling undertaken for dredge disposal activities.

The EA also requested the inclusion of the impacts of EMF on salmon or relevant
evidence to be provided if this impact will be screened out. Clarification was
requested on the cable burial depth in order to further understand the magnitude of
impacts such as increased suspended sediments. Chapter 9 of the ES, Fish and
Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated to include the assessment of the
potential effects of EMF on migratory salmonids. Cable burial depth is dependent on
seabed conditions, and depths are informed by a project specific Cable Burial Risk
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Assessment and discussed in Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development
(6.1.3). Chapter 9 of the ES, Fish and Shellfish has been updated and informed by
the results of the assessments in Chapter 6 of the ES, Physical Processes
(Document Ref. 6.1.6) including plume dispersion modelling.

HISTORIC ENGLAND

This section outlines responses received from Historic England on Chapter 14 of the
PEIR.

Marine Archaeology

Historic England commented that the potential impacts on archaeological features
from all aspects of works including pre-installation clearance and preparation works,
all proposed cable installation methods and the installation of cable protection should
be thoroughly assessed and that mitigation measures should be developed in
consultation with the archaeological curator and presented in an outline Written
Scheme of Information (‘WSI) submitted with the application. An outline WSI
(Document Ref. 6.3.14.3) has been prepared and submitted with the Application. This
document will be updated and submitted for approval by the MMO post-consent as
part of condition requirements in the Deemed Marine Licence.

Concerns were raised that these impacts had not been assessed thoroughly in the
PEIR as the design and construction were still evolving at the time of writing,
particularly those associated with the use of flotation pits and the use of a Trailing
Suction Hopper Dredger (‘TSHD’) to create a pre-lay trench. Historic England also
commented that the information in the project description was insufficient to
determine the maximum impacts of the proposed methods in terms of seabed surface
and sediment depth to be impacted, and that further information on this should be
provided in the ES. Chapter 14 of the ES, Marine Archaeology (Document Ref.
6.1.14) has been updated with the worst case parameters outlined in Appendix 3.2
of Chapter 3 of the ES, Description of the Proposed Description (Document Ref.
6..3.3.2). The assessment of the potential impacts associated with the finalised
methods are outlined in the Chapter 14 of the ES, Marine Archaeology. It should be
noted that the use of flotation pits or a TSHD for pre-lay trenching are no longer
proposed and not included in the final project description.

Historic England commented that pre-installation activities including UXO clearance
may be required and that although this would be consented through a separate
marine licence, suitable mitigation measures should be developed with an
archaeological curator. The outline WSI (Document Ref. 6.3.14.3) includes a range
of activities included in the DCO application. The WSI covers UXO surveys, however
these surveys have yet to be carried out and as the detonation of any UXO will be
consented through a separate marine licence application, any impacts and mitigation
measures required will be considered as part of that application.
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Onshore Cable and infrastructure sections

Historic England (‘HE’) stated that they were content with the overall approach to
assessment, and confident that listed buildings and scheduled monuments had been
adequately identified in the PEIR and its supporting documents. HE expressed
concern that Conservation Areas had not been included in any of the heritage
documentation. A number of the Listed buildings identified lie within Conservation
Areas along the proposed route, but the Conservation Areas have not been identified
as Designated Heritage Assets, and the impacts on them had therefore not been
assessed. Historic England recommended that advice regarding impacts to
undesignated heritage assets in these areas and along the route should be sought
from conservation and archaeological (curatorial) staff at the relevant County and
Local Councils. There are no conservation areas within the vicinity of the proposed
Converter Station Area. The assessment of setting related impacts along the
Onshore Cable Corridor has been scoped out of the PEIR and ES on the basis that
the Cable Corridor is entirely below ground and the possible impacton the setting of
Designated Heritage Assets from temporary works during installation is insignificant.
Advice has been sought from relevant County and Local Councils as discussed in
Chapter 21 of the ES (Document Reference:6.1.21).

HE considered that unsympathetic construction works and the placing of new
infrastructure such as joint bays and link pillars/boxes have the potential to negatively
impact the special character of the Conservation Areas. Whilst the exact location
and of any associated above ground link boxes (pillars) is yet to be determined, it is
anticipated that 5-6 link boxes will be required along the whole route and that these
will be very small structures (0.8m x 0.8m x 0.6m) that can be either below or above
ground. As such, they would not introduce substantial built form within the existing
landscape and the potential impact of these is considered an insignificant effect (ie
not enough to require setting impacts along the proposed Cable Corridor to be
scoped in.

HE understood that HDD projection will be conducted below archaeological deposits
within Langstone Harbour, but that within the PEIR paragraph 20.6.8.4 of Chapter 20
‘Heritage and Archaeology the current understanding of archaeological deposits
within this area is poorly understood. It is therefore crucial that this potential is
explored through a strategic programme of geotechnical investigations conducted
along the cable route, inclusive of coring, which is assessed by a qualified and
experienced geoarchaeologist. This is to ensure that up-to-date information
regarding archaeological deposits is used within the engineering design prior to the
installation, to ensure that appropriate mitigation measures are developed. The
carrying out of geotechnical boreholes in the area of Langstone Harbour is not
considered warranted or appropriate given the nature of the proposed impact. Whilst
the archaeological and geoarchaeological potential of this area is not well
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understood, the proposed HDD cable routing will be bored at depth within solid
geology (chalk), well beneath any alluvium and any deposits of archaeological and
geoarchaeological interest. Such deposits would not be affected. The only impacton
potential paleoenvironmental deposits would be at the HDD joint bay locations. At
Langstone Harbourthe HDD entry pointwould be positioned at a car park at Kendall’s
Wharf with the HDD bores crossing the Broom Channelto an exit pit in a playing field
north of the A27. Modern made ground has been identified in geotechnical
investigations at the entry point up to a depth of 4.7m. Consequently, there would be
limited impact on any archaeological/geoarchaeological deposits. At the exit point
topsoil overlies a think band of 0.3m thick alluvium; any potential impact to these
alluvial deposits at the exit point could be mitigated through trial trenching or a
watching brief during construction.

Optical Regeneration Building

HE stated that, dependent on the location of the Optical Regeneration Stations
(“ORS”), there may be a setting impact to be considered in relation to Fort
Cumberland (scheduled monument and Grade I* listed building). HE advised that
setting should be considered, scoped in, and included in the documentation. It must
be considered that there could be potential for the discovery of medieval and modern
remains outside the scheduled area that directly relate to the construction, use and
function of Fort Cumberland orits predecessor. The proposed ORS building hasbeen
assessed interms of potential setting related impacts to Fort Cumberland Scheduled
Monumentand Listed buildings. No other assets have been scoped in based on the
proposed location, massing and height of the buildings.

HE did not agree with the statement in the PEIR which said there would be no
construction impacts within the scheduled ancient monument consent area adjacent
to the Landfall and therefore no effects on post-medieval remains. The potential
impact upon known or possible archaeological remains of all periods has been fully
assessed in Chapter 21 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.21), including potential
post-medieval remains lying outside of the scheduled monument consentarea, which
might related to the construction, use and function of Fort Cumberland or adjacent
19" century rifle range.

UTILTILIES COMPANIES

There are a large number of utility companies along the proposed Onshore Cable
Corridor. 7 responded to the consultation either asking questions about the proposed
cable route and/or sharing where their utilities are situated (e.g. Vodaphone). The
project team have been engaging the main utilities who mightbe the most impacted.
The Applicant has included standard protective provisions within the DCO for
telecommunications undertakers and discussions are ongoing between the
Applicants Land Agent and the utility companies.
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JOINT NATURE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

This section outlines responses received from the JNCC on the marine chapters of
the PEIR. A full table of feedback received from JNCC on marine receptors can be
found in Table 4 of Appendix 5.1.4Z.

Physical Processes

JNCC commented that a total seabed footprint to be impacted by the works would be
beneficial in the ES. Further detail was requested on the impact of the deposition of
dredged material and the assessment of potential impacts from initial dredging,
deposition, re-dredging and final deposition as infill in the ES. Chapter 6 of the ES,
Physical Processes (Document Ref. 6.1.6) provides the updated worst-case
parameters for the Proposed Developmentwhich has been based on the final project
description (Document Ref. 6.1.3). Chapter 6 of the ES Physical Processes quantifies
the area of disturbance resulting from construction activities such as dredging and
provides the predicted seabed footprint of these activities. It should be noted that
seabed disturbance has not been considered as an impact itself but has been
considered with regards to potential resultant impacts such as increased suspended
sediment concentrations. The assessment of the deposition of dredged material,
along with the potential impacts associated with dredging activities is detailed in
Chapter 6 of the ES Physical Processes.

Intertidal and Benthic Ecology

JNCC raised concerns about whether the survey data presented in the PEIR was
sufficient to allow provision of accurate and meaningful advice. For example, a
sample identified an area of stony reef habitat however this was outside of the marine
cable corridor therefore JNCC thought it was unclear whether there was potential for
stony reef to be present in the marine cable corridor. It was highlighted that impacts
to stony reef should be avoided and that mitigation such as micro-siting of the cable
route should be put in place to minimise impacts. The use of dynamic vessel
positioning was also recommended as a method of mitigation against impacts to
sensitive habitat areas. High resolution acoustic data coupled with drop down video
and sedimentdata were collected as part of the applicationand were used to classify
the habitats present. Appendix 8.1 of the ES (Document Ref. 6.3.8.1) presents the
Benthic Ecology Survey report and the data collected. The potential for Annex |
habitats to be present (including reef habitats in the proximity to Sampling Station 22)
was identified and has been assessed accordingly in Chapter 8 of the ES, Intertidal
and Benthic Habitats (Document Ref. 6.1.8). Due to the mobile nature of many
features and parts of the seabed, a pre-construction survey will be undertaken which
will identify reef features present. Cable routes will be micro-sited to avoid any such
features identified where possible. Mechanisms for these measures are presented
within the draft deemed Marine Licence (‘dML).
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JNCC commented that efforts should be made to minimise the installation of rock
protection to minimise the impacts of the introduction of hard substrate in otherwise
softer sediment areas as the nature of these impacts is still not well understood. The
Applicant will avoid cabling through areas of hard substrate as far as possible to
ensure that the cable can be buried. This will reduce the amount of cable protection
required.

Marine Mammals

JNCC noted that the PEIR only used injury thresholds proposed by Southall et al
2007 whereas more recent injury thresholds for marine mammals were published in
2016 (NOAA, 2016) which supersede the Southall thresholds and are considered to
be the most comprehensive and up to date knowledge available to use in
assessments of risk of auditory injury to marine mammals. JNCC also commented
that if it is determined that the clearance of UXO is required at a later date, a detailed
assessment for this will need to be undertaken including the number of UXO requiring
clearance, the number of detonations in a day, potential impacts to marine mammals
in the area and proposed mitigation. Chapter 10 of the ES, Marine Mammals and
Basking Sharks (Document Ref. 6.1.10) has been updated to use the NOAA
thresholds for auditory injury. Should UXO clearance be required, any marine licence
application would include a detailed assessment of the potential impacts, including
cumulative effects. In addition, any licence application would include an EPS Risk
Assessment.

MARITIME AND COASTGUARD AGENCY

The MCA were consulted on the PEIR; however no response was received during
the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period. Discussions with the MCA
following the close of the consultation period confirmed that they still intended to
submit aresponse to the consultation. This response was received on 9 August 2018.

MCA commented that cable protection should not reduce the surrounding depth by
more than 5 %. Should this not be possible, MCA requested further engagement on
the matter. MCA welcomed proposals for further consultation on potential impacts to
electromagnetic deviation. Proposed mitigation measures were noted by MCA,
however MCA commented that the proposed 500 m rolling exclusion zone would not
be legally enforceable and would require voluntary consent of other vessels (see
Table 5 of Appendix 5.1.4Z). Burial or other protection will not reduce the surrounding
water depth by more than 5 %. If this will not be possible, further discussion will be
held with stakeholders, including MCA. The ‘exclusion zone’ refers to the minimum
safe passing distances that will be requested for cable lay vessels. The relevant
wording has been updated to reflect this in Chapter 13 of the ES, Shipping,
Navigation and Other Marine Users (Document Ref. 6.1.13). Impacts on compass

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-160



11.9.13.

11.9.13.1.

11.9.14.

11.9.14.1.

11.9.14.2.

11.9.14.3.

11.9.15.

11.9.15.1.

AQUINDs=s

deviation have been assessed in the NRA (Document Ref. 6.3.13.1) as well as
Chapter 13 of the ES, Shipping, Navigation and Other Marine Users.

TRINITY HOUSE

Trinity House confirmed that they had no objection to the proposals (see Table 5 of
Appendix 5.1.47). The only comments provided in their response to the PEIR were
for the consideration of marking requirements and for marine craft used in the works
to exhibit signals in line with the correct legislation. It was noted that Trinity House
should be advised of any aids to navigation which may be affected by the works and
should any aids to navigation require relocation, this should be approved by Trinity
House. Trinity House were consulted on the draft dML and have provided input to the
dML submitted with the Application.

LANGSTONE HARBOUR

Langstone Harbour requested that the impacts of works in the intertidal area on
overwintering birds are considered and mitigated against i.e. through avoiding works
during October to March. Their comments also highlighted the presence of seagrass
beds and areas of saltmarsh in the harbour area and the importance of considered
potential impacts to these areas (see Table 5 of Appendix 5.1.42).

Impacts to seagrass beds have been assessed within Section 8.6 of Chapter 8
(Intertidal and Benthic Habitats) of the ES (Document Reference 6.1.8). However,
use of HDD underneath Langstone Harbour ensures no connectivity with seagrass
beds/saltmarsh as the route travels some 10-15 m below ground level. Pollution
measures for these works are considered in the Onshore Outline CEMP (Document
Ref. 6.9) and Marine Outline CEMP (Document Reference 6.5).

Effects of the construction stage on Chichester and Langstone Harbour SPA and its
wintering intertidal bird community will be avoided by restricting works within the
winter season, defined as October to March (the period with SPA birds such as brent
goose arrive from their breeding grounds). Details of the working restriction are
provided in Chapter 16, Appendix 16.14 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.16.14)
and comprise 8 principles that will be incorporated into working methods. One of the
principles includes that construction works cannot take place in Solent Waders and
Brent Goose Strategy ("SWBGS’) (those categorised as either core, primary or
secondary) sites that overlap with the Proposed Development Order Limits during
October — March.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

The offshore cable route will intersect military Danger Area D037 however the MoD
have no safeguarding concerns with the cable route passing through this danger
area. The MoD has no other offshore safeguarding concerns with this proposal
however historic explosive munitions disposal sites and UXO should be taken into
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account (see Table 5 of Appendix 5.1.4Z7). Pre-installation surveys will be undertaken
to identify potential UXO along the Marine Cable Corridor. If clearance is required, a
separate marine licence application will be submitted, during which the MoD will be
consulted.

ABP SOUTHAMPTON

ABP Southampton were consulted on the PEIR, however no response was received
during the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period. MCA however co-
ordinated a response at a later date, and ABP Southampton advised that Langstone
Harbour is likely to be impacted the most as a result of the Proposed Development
(see Table 5 of Appendix 5.1.4Z). Further consultation has been undertaken with
Langstone Harbour to discuss potential impacts of the Proposed Developmenton
access to the Harbour and the best methods of communicationwith key stakeholders
prior to and during construction. A meeting was held on 9 October 2019 with the
Harbour Master and agreed minutes of this meeting are presented in Appendix5.1.4Z
Minutes were also shared with QHM Portsmouth and Kendall's Wharf Aggregates.

RESPONSES FROM SECTION42(1) (AA) MARINE MANAGEMENT
ORGANISATION

This section outlines responses received from the MMO on the relevant chapters of
the PEIR. It should be noted that during the consultation period, the MMO consulted

with their technical advisors at Cefas whose advice informed the formal MMO
response.

Physical Processes

The MMO commented that the recoverability of bed forms following sand clearance
required further detail and justification. It was also highlighted that in-combination
impacts from project activities should be assessed. For example, whether the
deposition of dredged material impact the recoverability of bed forms which have
recently been levelled nearby. Greater detail has been provided on the impacts on
and recoverability of bedforms in Chapter 6 of the ES Physical Processes (Document
Ref. 6.1.6). Potential cumulative effects associated with the Proposed Development
have been assessed in Chapter 6 of the ES (Document 6.1.6), as well as ES
Appendix 6.4 (Document Ref. 6.3.6.4).

The MMO noted that, as some elements of the project were still ongoing at the time
of writing the PEIR, the significance assessment of these activities may require
updating in the ES and any relevant updated mitigation measures should also be
included. Assessments which were unavailable at the time of the PEIR, such as the
plume dispersion modelling, have been undertaken and used to inform the EIA.
Assessments and conclusions have been updated in line with the results of the
additional assessments undertaken.
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Marine Water and Sediment Quality

Whilst content with the overall approach to characterising the sediment and water
quality baseline and assessment, the MMO commented that the sediment
contaminant analysis methods, including information on the processing laboratory,
was not provided in the PEIR and should be included in the ES. It was also noted
that sediment contaminant samples had only been obtained for the nearshore area
and not the full study area. Appendix 7.5 of the ES (Document Ref. 6.3.7.5) presents
the MMO sample analysisresults spreadsheet which provides details of the sediment
contaminant sample analysis results including details of the processing laboratory.
Further discussion has been undertaken with the MMO on the sediment sampling
undertaken and this consultation has informed Chapter 7 of the ES assessment and
Appendix 6.5 of the ES (Disposal Site Characterisation Report; Document Reference
6.3.6.5) where further details on sediment samples and vibrocore data have been
presented. Further consultation on the sampling undertaken and the relevance of
particle size distribution data has also been used to inform the characterisation and
assessments (see Appendix C19).

Whilst particle size distribution (PSD) results indicate that much of the route is
comprised of sandy gravel, which has a limited affinity for sorption of contaminants,
the limitation of the samples should be noted in the ES. Incorporating the PSD results
will also support the conclusions presented in the report. Appendix 6.5 of the ES
(Document Ref. 6.3.6.5) has been informed through consultation with the MMO
(Appendix C19 and presents and discusses the result of the PSD data and its
relevance in determining the likelihood of the presence of contaminated sedimentsin
proposed dredge areas).

Fish and Shellfish

The MMO recommended revisiting the identification and assessment of sandeel
habitat in the vicinity of the cable. Classifications used in other reports and the
presence of a UK sandeel fishery in the inshore area of the marine cable corridor
suggest that there may be a higher density of sandeel in this area. This should be
reflected and assessed in the ES. Chapter 9 of the ES Fish and Shellfish (Document
Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated to include details of the sandeel fishery (which is also
discussed in Chapter 12 of the ES Commercial Fisheries) as well as to include the
use of MarineSpace et al. 2013 methodology to identify habitat that can support
sandeel.

It was noted by the MMO that the PEIR recognised that black bream nesting areas
are present along the south coast, however there was no assessment of potential
effects on these areas in the report. The MMO recommended that these areas be
included in the ES. Chapter 9 of the ES Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9)
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assesses potential impacts from the Proposed Development to which black
seabream are sensitive.

The MMO disagreed with the conclusion in the PEIR that there are low intensity areas
of herring spawning grounds in the area of the cable corridor. The MMO stated that
the assessment to calculate the spatial extent of herring spawning grounds did not
take into account recent larval density data which is the best representation of
spawning activity. The MMO stated that impacts to herring spawning grounds should
therefore be revisited in the ES. Impacts to herring spawning grounds have been
further assessed in Chapter 9 of the ES Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9)
using additional informationincluding larval density data, and seabed / sediment type.

The MMO commented that the EMF was only considered for elasmobranchs and not
other electro sensitive species such as salmonids. The MMO stated that further
consideration of these receptors should be included in the ES. Chapter 9 of the ES
Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated to include assessment
of potential effects of EMF on migratory salmonids.

Clarification was also requested by the MMO in relation to landings data for shad
which may be limited due to their protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 and may not be a true representation of the abundance of the species in the
area. Similarly, additional detail was requested by the MMO on the limitations of the
surveys used to estimate European smelt abundance and distribution. Chapter 9 of
the ES Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9) has been updated to consider shad
and also to reflect the limitations of data sources used to estimate European smelt
abundance.

Commercial Fisheries

The MMO requested confirmation that the most recently available commercial
fisheries landings data would be used in the ES. Chapter 12 of the ES, Commercial
Fisheries (Document Reference 6.1.12) and Appendix 12.10of the ES (Document
Reference 6.3.12.1) have been updated to include the most recent commercial
fisheries landings data for UK vessels into UK ports. At the time of witing this was
2013 to 2017.

The MMO recommended seeking consultation with the fishing industry at the earliest
opportunity to mitigate against potential impacts. In addition, the MMO recommended
working with members of the recreational fishing community in the area as the MMO’s
coastal officers have advised that the project is still not widely known within the
industry. Consultation with both the commercial fishing industry and the recreational
fishing community (charter vessels and recreational anglers) has been undertaken.
Details of specific meetings can be found in Sections 8.3 and 10.5 of this report and
Chapter 12 of the ES, Commercial Fisheries (Document Ref. 6.1.12) and Chapter 13
of the ES Shipping, Navigation and Other Marine Users (Document Ref. 6.1.13).
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The MMO commented that transboundary impacts including temporary or permanent
displacement of fishing effort (e.g. scallop dredging) should be assessed in the ES.
The displacement of fishing vessels (including scallop dredgers) has been assessed
in Chapter 12 ofthe ES, Commercial Fisheries (DocumentRef. 6.1.12).

RESPONSES FROM SECTION42(1)(B) LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Of the 22 authorities consulted, Bracknell Forest BC, Chichester DC, Gosport DC,
Hart DC, Test Valley BC and Wokingham BC responded to say that they had no
comments to make. Detailed responses were received from Portsmouth City Council,
Hampshire County Council, Havant Borough Council, Winchester City Council, East
Hampshire District Council and South Downs National Park Authority. No responses
were received from the remainder of the authorities consulted. As a result of the
consultation feedback received and on-going technical work, changes have been
made to the Onshore Cable Route, significantly increasing the amountto be placed
off the highway and to the design parameters of, and landscaping surrounding, the
Converter Station.

This chapter summarises the responses and the regard that the Applicant has had to
them.

PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL (PCC)
PCC summarised their key concerns at the start of their response which were:

* Demonstration of the need for AQUIND Interconnector including early discounting
of seven substations. A need and benefits case has been submitted with the
Application (document reference: 5.6). NGET discounted seven of the initial
substations due to available capacity of the substations, need for infrastructure
improvements and associated impacts on electricity transmission within the
region. Further information is included in Chapter 2 of the ES, Alternatives
(document reference: 6.1.3) and

* PCC referenced a joint letter (which the Applicant has not been provided with a
copy of) to the SoS from the LPAs, HCC and SDNPA on 11 March 2019 stating
that the application should be determined by the relevant local authorities. The
SoS has issued his Section 35 Direction and the Applicant has acted accordingly.

PCC felt that insufficient consideration had been given to assessing alternative
landfall options along the south coast, particularly those that would not cause major
disruption in the built-up area of Portsmouth. Available information appears
inconsistent and consideration of alternative landing points and the cable route
appears incomplete (eg discounting Langstone Harbour). Cabling along the former
Hayling railway “Billy” line could have significant benefits compared with a highway
route. The absence of a clear rationale and weighting of environmental, social and
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economic effects taking into account technical feasibility calls into questions the
discounting of the East Wittering route.

The information on alternatives has been expanded upon within Chapter 2 of the ES,
Alternatives (document reference: 6.1.3). A staged process was used to refine the
search area, and alternative landfall sites in terms of environmental designations and
constraints, suitability of cable installation, proximity to the chosen substation and
latterly, the environmental impacts associated with the Onshore Cable Corridor.
Information has been includedto allow clearer assessment of the impacts associated
with the alternative options. The Applicant has discussed the reasons for discounting
Langstone Harbour with PCC on several occasions. Langstone Harbour was
discounted due to the large number of environmental designations, the tidal
constraints associated with the harbour, resulting in limited installation opportunities
note HDD is unfeasible due to the associated distances) with significant negative
impacts on the harbours ecology and environmental designations. Hayling Island is
subjectto a large number of environmental designations and the installation of cables
in this location was found to be technically unfeasible whilst also having a significant
negative environmental effect. Portsmouth was identified as the landfall point
following the refinement of suitable landfalls, and the associated impacts of the
Onshore Cable Corridor to the identified substation at Lovedean. On balance, these
were assessed to have lesser environmental impacts than alternative options.

East Wittering was assessed as having a more significant negative impact on
environmental designations and ecology, and on balance, Eastney, also being a
shorter route, with less designations and protected species was preferred.

PCC reserved its position regarding use of CPO powers by the Applicant and
expected the Applicant to seek to demonstrate that the Proposed Development
meets an overriding public interest to justify use of the powers. Noted. The Applicant
has continued engaging with PCC on land necessary for the construction, operation
and maintenance of the Proposed Development within PCC ownership and
discussions are ongoing in an attempt to reach voluntary agreement. Further
information on this is provided in the Statement of Reasons (document reference:
4.1).

Promotion of the formal consultation in the media was considered insufficient, more
resources/advertising should be allocated to promotion including to the wider
population. The engagement with other stakeholders, community or interest groups
and others as well as hard to reach groups has not been sufficient. The Applicant
consulted PCC on the SoCC, has engaged with the LPAs and elected members
throughout the pre-application process and has consulted in accordance with the
SoCC. The consultation material was made available at 10 deposit locations, notices
were placed in local and national publications (200,000 circulation in total) including
coverage in the Portsmouth News and over 80 site notices were displayed at
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locations in publicly accessible open space including parks, recreation areas/sports
fields and public footpaths. A plan showing location of the site notices is at Appendix
5.1.5G.

Any reduction in capacity on Eastern Road would seriously reduce the resilience of
the already strained network in Portsmouth, even if large parts of the route were to
be off-highway, there would still be considerable scope for disruption but it was
acknowledged that the implications of cabling through the highway would result in
severe impacts on traffic movement. In consultation with PCC and with consultees
the scheme has evolved and at the time of Application submission the amount of
highway on the Eastern Road has been significantly reduced as alternative options
have been explored. The Applicant has been engaging with PCC to assess traffic
impacts and has assessed a worst-case scenario. The Transport Assessment
(Document Reference: 6.3.22.1), Framework Construction Traffic ManagementPlan
(Document Reference: 6.3.22.2) and requirements in the DCO include measures to
mitigate those impacts. The scope of the Transport Assessment has been agreed
with PCC.

PCC considered that, given the “serious congestion” on the local highway network,
mitigation must look beyond simply construction management to mitigate the issues
of construction. A fund for community benefits to secure localised improvements for
road users must also assist in project mitigation. In addition, biodiversity
enhancement measures for improvements at Eastney beach after completion of
works for the landfall underground connection bay would also form essential
mitigation works. The Applicant does not consider a fund for community benefits to
be necessary or appropriate due to the temporary nature of the cable installation
within the highway and open land. There are areas of recreational or public open
space which are impacted by the construction and the Applicant intends to further
discuss co-existence and appropriate and proportionate opportunities to mitigate any
impactwith PCC. The Proposed Developmentwill have no direct impacton Eastney
beach. As a result, no specific enhancement is proposed, although mitigation with
regards to an indicative landscaping scheme will be proposed at the Landfall where
the ORS compound is to be located.

PCC felt the Applicant should mitigate impacts on the surrounding transport
infrastructure with the aim to secure more sustainable patterns of transport
development stating that funding to bring forward proposals for increased capacity
earlier may, present an effective management measure for road congestion and
mitigate against contributing to air quality. Further to the Transport Assessment, it is
considered that appropriate mitigation measures have been identified which will be
further discussed with PCC. It is not considered, given the temporary nature of the
works that funding for wider infrastructure is necessary or appropriate.
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Potential for cumulative effects and co-ordination of construction programme with
other development schemes must be assessed. The Applicant has considered
feedback from PCC and other consultees. The FTMS (document reference:
6.3.22.1A) provides an indicative programme for construction that considers
environmental constraints, major events, school terms and interaction between
adjacent or nearby locations to minimise impact where possible. Cumulative traffic
effects are described in Chapter 22 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.22). They
have been assessed using the Sub-Regional-Transport-Model (“‘SRTM’) (see below
response on traffic and transport). The scope of the SRTM was agreed with PCC
and HCC highways and includes future year scenarios. Committed developments
have beenincluded and therefore all assessments undertaken in the ES on transport
inherently include cumulative effects. These committed developments were
discussed with PCC (and HCC highways). The Applicant has also had discussions
with the ESCP in relation to the timing and activity related to Phase 4 of their coastal
defence works (along Eastern Road and Kendall's Wharf area), the timing and
location of which has the potential to coincide with the Proposed Development in
certain locations. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) sets out proposals for
notice periods of the construction works. It is intended that submission of detailed
designs and traffic management measures for approval by PCC will be required not
less than three months before the intended commencement of works in that part of
the highway, with notice of the date on which the works are to start being provided
not less than 14 days before those works commence.

Traffic and Transport

PCC, similar to HCC’s response, wanted to see modelling undertaken on the wider
network and on cumulative effects. The modeling must account for wider
issues/development closures that affect the network during the construction phase.
This is especially important with regards emergency services response.

In direct response to comments made on this point by both PCC and HCC the
Applicant has undertaken modelling using the SRTM. The SRTM is a multi-modal
strategic transport model for Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth that
includes public transport networks and the strategic and local highway networks. It
is operated by SYSTRA consultancy under contract to Solent Transport. More
information on the model and scope of assessment is set out in the Transport
Assessment (documentreference: 6.3.22.1). A coding note was agreed on the scope
of the modelling with both PCC and HCC. The outputs from the modelling have
informed the Transport Assessment (Document Reference: 6.3.22.1) and FTMS
(Document Reference: 6.3.22.1). The “blue light” emergency services in the area
were Section 42 consultees and were consulted on the Application however no
responses were received. The Applicanthas attempted to meet with these services
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prior to Application submission but has been unsuccessful. Attempts to meet will
resume post-submission.

PCC commented that the implications of the highway route inthe Milton area in PCC
would be far greater than the mostly off-road route, however both potential
alignments would be expected to cause significant disruption to residents,
businesses and visitors.

The Applicant has listened to the feedback from PCC provided in in the Non-Statutory
Consultation and subsequent discussions which has led to ground investigation work
being undertaken to understand the practicability of locating the cable route off the
Milton and Eastern Roads in the Portsmouth area. Cable route options in certain
locations were presented at the Statutory Consultation to take the cable corridor off
the highway inthese locations. The Applicant has significantly reduced the potential
for disruption including the use of HDD under Milton Allotments. Whilst it is
acknowedged that some level of disruption will occur this will be temporary and the
Applicant has sought to minimise the impacts where practicable. Further information
on the optioneering is in Chapter 2 of the ES, Alternatives and changes made as a
result of the consultation feedback and design evolution is set out in Chapter 17 of
this Report.

Eastern Road is referenced as a ‘prime example” of where development would be
‘highly unsuitable’.

The Applicant has minimised impact on Eastern Road but has retained some
flexibility in the Milton Common area. Whilst it is anticipated that the Cable Route
would progress through Milton Common and this is considered potentially
practicable, given the nature of the ground conditions associated with its former
landfill use flexibility has been maintained with two alternative routes either along
Eastern Road or the western edge of Milton Common to Moorings Way. If one of
these two alternative routes was used, the verge and cycle path east of Eastern Road
would be used where possible.

PCC expects that motorised users of the affected roads and non-motorised users
including pedestrians and cyclists will be significantly affected.

Reference is made to the FTMS of the ES (document reference: 6.3.22.1A).
Pedestrian and cycle routes along the Onshore Cable Route will be maintained
wherever possible, with full closure considered as a last resort, such as where it
would prevent a full closure of a major road. In all cases the construction works will
ensure that pedestrians and cyclists can pass in a safe manner, with suitable barriers
between the construction works.

Further clarity on the construction programme and working hours is required to
manage traffic impacts. The possibility of work embargoes coinciding with major
events, Bank Holidays and December were raised. Network co-ordination would be
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required for major events, eg The Great South Run and Bank Holiday weekend music
events. Working hours were also mentioned.

The Applicant has noted events and work embargoes raised by PCC in their
consultation response. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) provides an
indicative programme for construction that considers that provides details of the
construction programme for the Onshore Cable Corridor, including how events and
other times of year will be avoided to minimise impacts

A detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan is required with a tailored CTMP
produced for each phase detailing the traffic management requirements. Details of
consultation with residents should also be included. The CTMP should also detail
how the relationship would work with the potential for multiple contractors along the
route.

An FCTMP [document reference: 6.3.22.1A] has been submitted with the Application
It provides an overarching plan as to how the construction traffic and site operations
will be managed across the extent of the onshore components of the Proposed
Development. It is proposed that individual CTMP documents will be provided to
each contractor with further detail relating to their relevant work site locations. These
will be prepared and agreed with PCC or HCC as relevant highways authorities as
appropriate. The FCTMP sets out the parameters within which contractors will be
required to work, including hours of operation, traffic routing, safe vehicular access
and manoeuvring and minimising traffic impacts. The FCTMP envisages that a
targeted strategy be developed to inform the community and road users of up and
coming works which could be undertaken through newsletters, road signage and
websites. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) which has been developed
with the aim of minimising disruption to all road users, including pedestrians, cyclists,
public transport users and car drivers also includes a communications strategy which
is recognised as a vital aspect of the construction phase.

PCC state that access to residents and business should be retained at all times
during the construction period.

Access to properties and businesses along the Onshore Cable Corridor is set out in
the FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A). A summaryis set out here but reference
is made to that document for further clarification. Pedestrian and cycle access will
be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained wherever possible,
albeit with different traffic management approaches applied depending on specific
circumstances. Some vehicular restrictions will be required when cable installation is
underay immediately outside an access. A proposed communications strategy is
setout inthe FTMS, residents will be informed of the construction works proposed in
their area and encouraged to make alternative arrangements where possible. Where
the construction zone falls on the opposite side of the carriageway to driveways
access will be maintained at all times. Access to business premises will be
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maintained using either three-way traffic signalswith excavation of the trench taking
place in two phases or through use of road plates. Side road access will be
considered on an individual basis with traffic management used dependent on the
characteristics of the road and junction.  Any disruption to residential or business
access will be temporary (approximately 1-2 weeks per HVDC Circuit). Chapter 3 of
the ES (document reference: 6.1.3) provides more detail on cable installation
methods. It is anticipated that the cable duct installation will take place in 100m
sections, taking approximately five working days to complete each section per HVDC
Circuit.

Air_Quality

PCC is currently in receipt of ministerial directives from DEFRA with regard to the Air
Quality in Portsmouth. Whilst the areas subject to these directives are not located
along the proposed cabling route it is likely that the works would result in diverting
trips to the other two main routes which do have a ministerial directive placed on
them. A sustained period of disruption as would be caused by the proposed works
has the very real potential of contributing further to the poor air quality in Portsmouth.

Chapter 23 of the ES, Air Quality (document reference: 6.1.23) sets out the
assessment of likely significant effects. This includes a consideration of potential
impacts associated with road closures and diversions and subsequent redistribution
of non-Proposed Development diverted traffic during construction of the onshore
cable and the use of on-road construction vehicles as a source of exhaust gas
emissions. The main air quality effects are expected to be temporary in nature and
largely limited to construction effects only.

Construction effects were assessed following the Institute of Air Quality Management,
2016 guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and construction. As has
already been mentioned traffic modelling was undertaken using the SRTM model.
Traffic flows relating to road closures and diversions were screened against the
criteria from the IAQM planning guidance. Modelled background pollutant
concentrations were obtained from the Defra Background Air Quality archive using
the latest available 2017 base year maps. An average concentration for the relevant
background pollutant concentrations has been taken within a 600m buffer of the
Order Limits for each relevant section of the Onshore Cable Corridor. A future
baseline scenario was also considered.

The assessment identified no significant environmental effects as a result of the
construction, operation and decommissioning of the Proposed Development.

Temporary, non-construction related traffic emissions are those resulting from the
use of alternative routes as a result of temporary diversions, road closures and other
traffic management for the duration of the construction programme only. These
include the presence of the Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) in the Portsmouth
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area. The effects on the AQMA within the City of Portsmouth are considered
negligible and the Proposed Development is not predicted to impact on the ability of
PCC to meet its obligations under EU Directive 2008/50/EC (Ambient Air Quality
Directive).

Impact on Coastal Flood Defences

Concerns were raised about the cable route option 8 through the recently completed
flood defence bund along Milton Common, specifically around the integrity. In
addition, Phase 4 of the North Portsea Island defence scheme would be on site and
under construction over the proposed period for the Proposed Development.

Reference is made to the response to the Environment Agency above in relation to
ground conditions. The Applicant has been engaging with the East Solent Coastal
Partnership (ESCP) of which PCC s a partner with a view to utilising this route. ESCP
accept the principle of works in the vicinity of the existing and proposed coastal flood
defences and information has been shared between the parties to work around each
proposed development. Discussions are ongoing. The assessment of coastal and
tidal flooding has been considered within Chapter 20 of the ES (document reference:
6.1.20).

Socio Economics/Human Health

PCC would like to see a detailed assessment of the impact on individual parks,
recreation, sports pitches and other areas of open space provision. A number of
points were made which PCC wanted the Applicant to have regard to. For example,
it was noted that there was not any mitigation or ‘re-provision’ of open space and
sports pitches during the period of works with detrimental effects on
leisure/recreational provision, play facilities and interruption of tenants' allotment
plots. There are potential negative impacts on the municipal golf course adjacent to
Eastern Road. The loss of mature trees should be assessed.

Chapter 25 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.25) considers the socio-economics
effects of the Proposed Developmentand assesses the impact on recreational, parks
and open space. It is noted that in some areas the Onshore Cable Corridors
progresses through areas of open space and recreation. Refinements to the extent
of the proposed Corridor have specifically been mindful of the impact on recreational
areas and open space provision and this has been minimised to enable co-existence
with regular activities (for example the Order Limits in Farlington Playing Fields and
Bransbury Park have been reduced to minimise disruption). Worst case durations
for construction activity have been proposed and activity will not encroach the whole
Order Limit area for the full duration. Discussions with PCC on co-existence of
activity in these areas are ongoing.

HDD is proposed under Milton Allotments and access to plots will be maintained at
all times.
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Trees along the Onshore Cable Corridor have been assessed and trees have been
identified for retention, removal or potentially at risk in Appendix 16.3 to Chapter 16
of the ES, onshore ecology (document reference: 16.3.16.3).

Chapter 26 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.26) assesses impact on human
health.

Archaeology

A full archaeological survey along the final route through the city should be provided.
The archaeological impact of the full extent of the Onshore Cable Corridor, including
the stretch through Portsmouth City, has been assessed in Chapter 21 of the ES
(Document Reference: 6.1.21).

Ground Conditions

PCC noted that there are areas of significant contamination along the identified route
and areas that have been previously remediated. PCC wanted the applicant to
assess available records and create a conceptual site model (‘CSM’)with knowledge
about the ground conditions. Further sampling of ground conditions is expected and
be based on the CSM. The work deviates from best practice. An assessment and
remediation documents are expected to guide site working, remediation and waste
disposal. Detall is required to confirm that only clean soil would be used for
restoration of areas of public open space.

Chapter 18 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.18) reports the outcome of the
assessment of likely significant effects on ground conditions. This includes an
assessment of exposure of contaminated soils and removal of contaminated soils
during construction and operation. The assessment methodology is based upon
guidance presented within BS10175:2017 and CLR11. A review of in-house records
at PCC has been undertaken and this information has been incorporated into the ES.
A CSM for each section of the Onshore Cable Corridor has been created and can be
found in Appendix 18.1 (documentreference: 6.1.18.1). It is notintended to carry out
a further stage of ground investigation for contamination assessment ahead any grant
of the DCO. The ES will inform the design development including the need for
additional ground investigation. Requirement 13 of the dDCO (document reference:
3.1) relates to contaminated land and groundwater and proposes controls for
submission of witten schemesto be submitted, in certain circumstances, for approval
by the relevant planning authority in consultation with the Environmental Agency (and
MMO where relevant) before phases can commence.

The Onshore Cable Corridor includes the potential to progress through Milton
Common. Additional mitigation measures are proposed for Milton Common within
the assessment during the construction stage.
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HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL (HBC)
HBC responded on the issues set out below.

Site Selection

HBC agreed with the Applicant's assessment that landfall on Hayling Island would be
more technically challenging and complex and that the cable route in that location
would be likely to lead to a significant adverse impact on the highway network.

However, HBC requested that the Applicant work with developer Grainger through
the West of Waterlooville Major Development Area (MDA) regarding the potential for
the cable to be accommodated within the site. HBC proposed two alternative routes,
Option A, cross-country and Option B, West of Waterlooville MDA although
acknowledged that no survey work had been undertaken to whether Option A was
feasible. This issue was also raised by elected members during the meeting on 10
September 2019.

HBC considered that Option A would avoid the need to utilise the A3, and go cross-
country in order to get to the Lovedean sub-station.

Chapter 4 of the ES, Alternatives (document reference: 6.1.3), describes the
consideration of alternative routes including the Waterlooville MDA and explains why
the cable corridor proposed in the Applicationis preferred. The Applicanthasworked
with Grainger to discuss this option, ultimately Grainger consider the risks to their
programme delivery would be unacceptable to allow the Applicantto utilise its land.
The proposed “countryside” route have been considered by the Applicant. WCC also
proposed a route in a similararea and the two routes have been considered together.
There are a number of constraints identified within the route which are considered in
Chapter 4 of the ES. The countryside routes suggested are not considered to be a
reasonable alternative, having a more significant environmental effect than the
highway route proposed during the statutory consultation and taken forward as the
Proposed Development for the Application.

Traffic and Transport

The Applicant has continued to engage with the relevant Highway Authority for the
HBC's jurisdiction, HCC, and as has been described above in responsesto PCC, the
Applicant has undertaken modelling using the (SRTM) which has informed the
Transport Assessment (document reference: 6.3.22.1), in particular to help verify
baseline traffic conditions, provide a robust indication of future growth in traffic flows
and identify where traffic redistribution is most likely to take place during the
temporary works. The model was based on a worst case scenario and has
considered other committed developments which were agreed with HCC (and PCC),
including the West of Waterlooville, MDA. The FTMS the Onshore Cable Corridor
from B2150 Hambledon Road between Denmead and Waterlooville and Burnham
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Road to Farlington, atotal length of 6.7 km. The FTMS has splitthis into sub-sections
and has considered potential traffic management strategies for each section, this
includes consideration of programme constraints and in some areas, that not more
than one construction gang isworking on the Proposed Developmenton construction
in a location at once and opportunities for weekend and/or night time working have
been identified in locations to minimise disruption.

HBC requested that the Applicant seek early engagement and that coordination of
programmes should be had with HBC and the Highway Authority to reduce delays to
any committed projects. HBC listed committed developments in their response.

The Applicant met with HBC after the consultation ended who confirmed they would
be relying on HCC, as the highway authority for traffic and transport matters. The
Applicant also met with elected members on 10 September 2019 to discuss the
Proposed Development. From this engagement, the Applicant has a good
understanding of committed and future schemes and has had regard to them when
agreeing appropriate committed development for the SRTM model. HBC, including
elected members, raised concerns about the cumulative impact of the development,
including the West of Waterlooville MDA. The Applicant has had regard to these
concerns which are addressed through the FTMS, FCTMP and the construction
programme.

Noise and Vibration

HBC raised concerns about impact on residents in terms of noise and vibration
disruption. HBC noted that any proposed mitigation measures for noise and vibration
impacts will be detailed in the Environmental Statement, including their method of
delivery, such as through a Construction Environmental Management Plan (‘(CEMP’)
(document reference: 6.9) and mitigation measures, as appropriate.

Chapter 24 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.24) assesses the likely significant
effects from the Proposed Development on noise and vibration. It is assumed that
HBC's concems relation to the construction impacts of the onshore cable installation
within HBC'’s administrative boundary. Chapter 24 assesses the effects of
construction (and decommissioning) noise and vibration from works to be carried out
within the Onshore Cable Corridor. The construction activities have been dividedinto
activities for trenching and cable duct installation, cable pulling and jointing and HDD
and trenchless works. There are no HDD or trenchless installation works proposed
in the Onshore Cable Corridor which runs through the administrative boundary of
HBC. The trenching works are linear and transient in nature, trench excavation, duct
installation and backfilling could occur simultaneously along 100 m section at a time.
Working hours for the majority of the trenching activities will be weekdays from 07:00
to 17:00 hours. Some works may also be completed from 08:00 to 13:00 hours on
Saturdays. Start-up and shut down activities may occur for up to one hour either side
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of these core working hours, but such activities should not create any discernible
noise or vibration outside of the Order Limits. There are some locations where
trenching activities may need to occur outside of the adopted working hours to
mitigate traffic impacts. Working hours and mitigation measures will be controlled
through the Onshore Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan
(“CEMP’) (document reference: 6.9) and secured by a requirement in the dDCO.

Socio-Economic

HBC stated that the proposed construction works are likely to temporarily disrupt
businesses along the Onshore Cable Route due to potential access restrictions to
roads and footways and associated reduction in vehicle traffic and footfall.

HBC raised concerns that it could not be assured as to what the impact will be on
both businesses and residents in terms of disruption during the construction period
and requested discussions regarding programming to be proactively held with the
Highway Authority, local business groups and local councillors to ensure that road
space conflicts are managed, and to utilise extensive local knowledge. This will
ensure that any proposed traffic management systems and diversion routes are
appropriate. HBC stated that access is a fundamental issue that would need resolving
to ensure that the construction phase does not significantly adversely impact on the
viability of businesses and residents during this period.

Chapter 25 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.25) assesses the impacts of the
construction of the Proposed Developmenton businesses along the Onshore Cable
Corridor. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1) gives details of any restrictions
on residential and business access whilst the 100 m construction section is
progressing along the cable corridor.

Access to properties and businesses along the Onshore Cable Corridor has been
considered in the FTMS and is summarised above in the response to Denmead
Parish Council and PCC.

The Applicantmet with local councillors on 10" September 2019 to discuss the
Proposed Development, including the temporary nature of works, and how impacts
would be mitigated through the FTMS. The FTMS and FCTMP are overarching
plans. Individual planswill be provided to each contractor with further detail relating
to their relevant work site locations. These will be prepared and agreed with HCC
(or PCC) as relevant ahead of works commencing.

Other Issues

HBC also considered that without a full assessment of mitigation for issues such as
traffic management and its subsequent impact on the socio, economic and
environmental impacts, appropriate mitigation measures cannot be formulated. Full
assessments of these topics have been carried out and informed the Applicants
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approach to mitigation as set out in the relevant chapters within the ES. A schedule
summarising the mitigation proposed in the ES and where it is secured in the
Application is set out in the Mitigation Schedule (document reference: 6.6).

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (EHDC)
EHDC raised the issues below in its s42 response.

Site Selection

EHDC considered that the ES should contain evidence of the comparison of
environmental effects at alternative sites, particularly Chickerell, and also a
comparison of the scale of the proposal. EHDC note that the Chickerell substation is
in a more urban setting and separated from the Dorset AONB by development and
potentially less significant landscape impacts than the site at Lovedean, which is
immediately adjacent to a National Park. NGET discounted seven of the initial
substations due to available capacity of the substation, need for infrastructure
improvements and associated impacts on electricity transmission within the region.
Further information on the selection process is included in Chapter 2 of the ES,
Alternatives chapters within the ES (document reference: 6.1.2).

Landscape and Visual Amenity

EHDC consider that the scale of the proposed Converter Station buildings would
significantly change the landscape character. The council felt the Converter Station
would result in an industrialised and utilitarian building, which would be in stark
contrast to the rural setting and character of the landscape. They stated it would
result in a deterioration of the character of the landscape through the loss of open
space and the construction of a building with significant massing that is
uncharacteristic of the area.

In terms of visual impact EHDC commented that the PEIR appears to provide a
minimal level of mitigation relative to the level of harm. They noted that mitigation
planting would take many years to establish to a level where it provides any sort of
meaningful effect in breaking up views of the building. EDHC considered that design
should be considered as a critical means of addressing visual impacts and itis seen
as a critical way of addressing the perception of the building in its landscape setting.
EHDC commented that creative and high-quality design could better root the building
in its context and better mitigate visual harm and provide further mitigation, it not
interest, in the landscape than mitigation planting/landscaping alone.

The Applicant has carried out extensive engagement with EHDC (and WCC and
SDNPA)on landscape and visual amenity and converter station design. In particular,
since Autumn 2018 regular workshops on Converter Station design have been held
with EHDC, WCC and SDNPA. The Applicant has presented Design Principles,
Parameter Plans and Landscape Mitigation Plan (discussed in more detail and set
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out in the Design and Access Statement (DAS’). It is proposed that the detailed
design be agreed with the local planning authorities in consultation with SDNPA. The
design approach has been developed through an iterative design process in
consultation with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA. Design Principles have been derived
from an analysis of site context and feedback from the three authorities and other
stakeholders responding to the consultation. The design developmenthas resulted
in the establishment of Parameter Plans and the Design Principles which have
developed alongside the progression of an illustrative design to provide tangible
visual context to the design of the Converter Station and the associated equipment.
The final design will be developed in accordance with the Parameter Plans, the
Parameter Table and the Design Principles. These are set out in the Design and
Access Statement (“‘DAS’) (document reference: 5.5).

Landscape specialists have worked closely with ecology and arboriculture specialists
on behalf of the Applicant to prepare Indicative landscape mitigation plans in
consultation with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA. These include “offsite” planting in the
form of existinghedgerows and hedgerow trees as well as landscaped landforms and
mitigation planting. An Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy has also been
prepared which outlines the long-term management proposals for existing and
mitigation planting. Permanent surfacing and landscaping of the access road to the
Converter Station would take account of the local context and be detailed in
accordance with the principles of the landscape mitigation proposals. Landscape
Mitigation Proposals are also set out in the DAS.

Chapter 15 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.15) sets out the landscape and visual
amenity assessment for the Proposed Application. The assessment has undertaken
amore local landscape character assessment of a range of features including historic
landscape features and considered the impact of the Converter Station on the setting
of the SDNP. This is summarised in the ES chapter and presented in detail in
Appendix 155 (SDNP) of the ES (document reference 6.3.15.5). Additional
embedded mitigation measures have also been included within the Order Limits from
that which was presented in the PEIR.

EHDC expressed concern with the proposed access track to the Converter Station
from the junction of Day Lane and Broadway Lane, which it considered would appear
unrelated to existing landscape features and cut across field boundaries and dissect
fields, resulting in highlighting the visual prominence of the track, leaving awkward
areas either side to farm/manage. EHDC stated that gates/enclosure of the track
have the potential to further visually intrude on the landscape and may also impact
on the potential to secure connectivity between habitats. EHDC thought that it would
be highly visible from the public footpath that runs east-west to its immediate south
and generally appeared contrived and convoluted. The Applicant’s designteam have
considered the siting and landscape design of the Access road and have sought to
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avoid its visual prominence by providing screening in the form of hedgerows and
trees along the edge of the road. The nature of the permanent surface of the road
and landscaping will be agreed at detailed design maintaining some flexibility to
integrate itinto its immediate surroundings.

Converter Station Design

EHDC wanted detailed design of the Converter Station in the Application (a view
shared by WCC) as a matter for consideration; due to the scale of the proposal and
its sensitive landscape setting, but also to allow landscape and visual impacts to be
fully appreciated as part of the balancing exercise. EHDC stated that it would also
better enable appropriate engagement with the public about what is proposed. Whilst
these comments are noted by the Applicant, a parameter based approach is
proposed for the Converter Station with design principles. The detailed designwork
will be agreed post issuing of any DCO and following the appointment of contractors.
Thisis necessary to ensure there is sufficient flexibility in the proposals to provide the
appointed contractors scope for value engineering through innovative design and/or
construction techniques. All design and construction techniques employed will be in
accordance with the development parameters assessed and for which development
consentis sought. This approach has been explainedto the local authorities from an
early stage.

EHDC considered that the proposals for the Converter Station failed to demonstrate
that the design approach adequately demonstrated an appreciation of building
aesthetics and its landscape context, and relied on an un-determined cladding
approach as the means to reflect the landscape character of the area / the South
Downs. EHDC thought that this approach would represent an almost tokenistic
response to design quality and landscape impact and would fail to conceal what
would appear as an incongruous and dominant building in the area. Feedback
received from EHDC has been discussed in the Converter Station meetings and
considered in the drafting of the Design Principles. The Design Principlesinclude
general principles, building design principles, landscape design principles and
sustainability principles. The building design principlesinclude that external cladding
and roofing to the buildings will be pre-coated metal, or equivalent low-maintenance
material. The wall cladding would be narrow vertical elements of varied colours to
break up the mass of the building. Colours will be selected from a palette of autumnal
colours within ranges set out. The Converter Station will not be illuminated other than
in circumstances such as upon activation of an intruder alarm or maintenance or
repair operations. Landscape design principles include species rich woodland
glades to be created within areas of new planting and new woodland, scrub and
hedgerow planting within locations broadly indicated upon indicative landscape
mitigation plans.
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EHDC considered a stronger, positive set of design parameters should be adopted
that achieves higher standards of design and better responds to the rural location
adjacent to a designated landscape. EHDC stated that the current design approach
is dominated by functionality rather than aesthetics as required by National Policy
Statement EN-1. It is acknowledged that there are certain functional requirements
that influence certain dimensions and heights, but there will be ways of addressing
the external form, roof scape and materials. A higher degree of comfort on design
would better enable assessment of the landscape impacts and how the building
would be perceived in its landscape setting. The Parameter and Design Principle
approach has been explained and discussed in detail with EHDC.

Mitigation

EHDC considered that additional mitigation opportunities should be included such
as:

* Undergrounding of overhead wires/pylons that cross the vicinity. This would
mitigate the cumulative impacts of infrastructure development in the area in
close proximity to a nationally designated landscape; National Grid are
responsible for the 400Kv overhead line, this is not something that the
Applicant could implement. One 11kv cable close to Broadway Cottages,
the entranceway and Broadway/Day Lane and running across the Access
Road track into Lovedean Substation would be undergrounded as part of
the Proposed Developmentdue to a need to enable plant for the Converter
Station to pass.

Community fund. A fund should be put aside for local environmental
improvement schemes, that would result in biodiversity/landscape
improvements. It is considered that the mitigation measures are
proportionate.

A strategy for biodiversity gain should be included. Biodiversity mitigation contained
in the PEIR is limited to protection measures during construction, some hedgerow
planting and possible measures for protected species. That is minimal inthe context
of the scale of development and there are opportunities to enhance woodland and
connectivity of woodland and more comprehensive biodiversity gains at the
Converter Station area together with a long-term management plan. Opportunities to
maximise biodiversity have been incorporated within the indicative landscape
mitigation plans (see Figures 15.48, 15.49 and 15.50 of the ES Volume 2 (document
reference 6.2.15.48, 6.2.15.49 and 6.2.15.50) and the Outline Landscape and
Biodiversity Strategy.
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Traffic and Transport

In terms of traffic and transport, EHDC considered it questionable whether a
‘negligible’ impact is a reasonable reflection of the impact of a 25% increase in traffic
on Lovedean Lane, albeit this is during peak construction. Lovedean Lane is a
predominantly residential road and Day Lane is a rural lane with a width unable to
accommodate two-way HGV flow and the impact of the additional traffic during
construction is considered to be significant and under played by the PEIR. Further
assessment has been completed within the EIA and associated Transport
Assessment (6.3.22.1)

EHDC considered that the CTMP should include details of the Converter Station
access arrangements and timing of deliveries / contractors to avoid a situation of
vehicles arriving early and being parked on local roads. EHDC stated that it would
like to maintain dialogue with the Applicant as these documents evolve.

Reference is made to Chapter 22 of the ES, Traffic and Transport (document
reference:  6.1.22) which references the Transport Assessment (document
reference: 6.3.22.1). This assessed the likely impacts of construction traffic with
regards to the Converter Station (and Onshore Cable installation). The FCTMP
(document reference: 6.3.22.1) which provides an overarching plan as to how the
construction traffic and site operations will be managed for the onshore components.
The CTMP has already been introduced and discussed above in relation to
responses to Denmead Parish Council, HBC and PCC.

Cumulative Impacts

EHDC stated that there were no other projects/proposals emerging inthe EHDC area
that were considered appropriate to be added for assessment, as no revised
application had been submitted for the proposed battery energy storage system to
the south of Lovedean substation. EHDC also stated that the draft Local Plan
allocated land at Lovedean Lane/New Road for approximately 33 dwellings but that
the draft Local Plan carries no weight at this stage (Regulation 18 of the Town and
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). This is noted, no response required.

Air Quality

EHDC considered that due to the clay soils in the area, ground works, drilling,
levelling etc have the potential to generate significant dust deposition. EHDC stated
that ecological impacts should therefore be assessed as impacts may be more wide-
ranging than photosynthesis of the trees and may include impacts on ecosystems
supported by the woodland.

EHDC noted that the Applicant stated that for trackout there was a ‘medium’
sensitivity arising from dust soiling, but concluded the risk is low due to there being
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no receptors within 200m to the north or south of Broadway Lane. EHDC stated that
there are however a number of high sensitive receptors to the south on Broadway
Lane, close to the junction of Day Lane as well as receptors to the south and west of
the Converter Station site area.

EHDC concluded that the impacts of dust on human receptors were considered to be
greater than anticipated, as were the impacts on ecology in the area during
construction and trackout and that mitigation measures may be secured through a
Construction Environment Management Plan, but EHDC would expect to see further
assessment of potential detrimental impacts arising from dust during construction on
human and ecological receptors.

Chapter 23 of the ES, Air Quality (document reference: 6.1.23). This assessed the
dust risk due to the construction phase of the Proposed Developmentand proposed
dust risk specific mitigation for construction activities is given in Appendix 23.1
(document reference: 6.1.23.1) and incorporated into the Onshore Outline CEMP
(document reference: 6.).

Ecology

EHDC noted in its response that areas of the site are likely to have suitable habitat
for reptiles and potentially, ground nesting birds and that while there are several
mentions of wintering bird species (understandably mostly in the context of the
landfall location) in the PEIR, there is no reference to summer migratory species. As
referenced in the PEIR further ecology surveys have been undertaken, Chapter 16
of the ES (documentreference: 6.1.16) assesses the onshore ecology impacts of the
Proposed Development.

EHDC also considered that there should be assessment of the impacts of
construction and dust, in particular, on the ecological interest of the Ancient
Woodlands as National Policy Statement EN-1 states that development consent
should not be granted for development that would result in the loss or deterioration
of Ancient Woodland. EHDC considered the implications for the Ancient Woodland
and the biodiversity they support to be unclear at this stage. Ancient Woodland has
been assigned the appropriate level of importance in the EIA, no Ancient Woodland
is included in the Order Limits and no loss of Ancient Woodland will occur as part of
the Proposed Development.

EHDC noted that there are opportunities for meaningful mitigation and enhancement
and ecological enhancements should be joined up with landscape mitigation to create
habitats for example that would improve woodland, hedge connectivity, woodland
buffer to Ancient Woodland, farmland bird species, and reptile and hazel dormouse
habitat. An Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy has been submitted with the
Application (document reference: 6.10). This strategy outlines in draft, the measures
that would mitigate the effects of the Proposed Development on landscape and

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-182



11.11.5.

11.11.5.1.

11.11.5.2.

11.11.5.3.

11.11.5.4.

AQUINDs=s

biodiversity features and enhance the value of such features in accordance with
relevant planning policies. It presents a co-ordinated approach to landscape,
ecological and arboricultural requirements to minimise conflicts and maximise
benefits between them.

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL (WCC)

Alternatives — Onshore Cable Route

WCC stated that; “The final Section of the cable route past Waterlooville (excluding
a short Section of the Hambledon Road) lies within the administrative area of WCC.
However, WCC feels it is entitled to review the choice of the A3 up to Waterlooville
as this route dictates the position where the cable route enters the WCC
administrative area. In this review no preference is given to the merits of Eastney as
the landfall point or of the choice of the cable route up through Portsea Island. The
concern of WCC is that the PEIR document does not appear to show that any
consideration has been given to any alternative other than the A3 route once past its
junction with the B2177 (Portsdown Hill Road).” Chapter 2 of the ES (Consideration
of Alternatives) sets out the alternatives that have been considered.

To this end, WCC provided an alternative “countryside route” for the Applicant to
consider. Chapter 2 of the ES (Consideration of Alternatives) (document reference:
6.1.3) sets out the alternatives that have been considered including the countryside
route. Reference is made to the response to HBC on this above.

Alternatives — Convertor Station

WCC considered that “the choice of Lovedean as the location for the interconnector
station needs further explanation so it is an open and transparent process. The
proximity of Lovedean to the South Downs National Park and its impact when viewed
from within the park, does not appear to have been a factor in the decision to choose
this site over Chickerill [sic]) in Dorset. The technical requirements appear to hold
primacy above everything else.” Chapter 2 of the ES (Consideration of Alternatives)
(document reference; 6.1.2) sets out the alternatives that have been considered and
how the Project has been developed.

Building Design

WCC stated that: “The PEIR does not appear to contain any detail regarding the
design approach for these buildings. The only reference to the design is in the
Consultation Document under 2.4.13 Design Parameters. WCC has previously
expressed aview that in the context of the sensitive rural location, the building design
should be a specific Section in its own right within the Environmental Statement. That
view is maintained in this response.” As discussed above in the response to EHDC
above. Design Principles and Parameter Plans (discussed in the DAS (document
reference: 5.5) have been developed since the consultation stage and secure an
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approach to the design of the Converter Station that was developed with WCC,
EHDC and SDNPA inregular meetings since the close of the consultation.

“In the view of WCC the scheme continues to lack a clear justification for the design
approach that is being followed which is shown as a simple box shape building.
Consideration appears to have moved onto the cladding options without any
consideration of the basic outline form that the building should adopt in the context
of its surroundings. WCC continues to seek engage in discussions on the overall
design of the converter halls. This should include consideration of reducing ground
levels and screen planting at various positions (near distance, middle distance and
far distance).” Reference is made to the response to EHDC above and the DAS
(document reference: 5.5).

Landscape and Visual

WCC'’s Landscape Officer commented that if the footprint were moved 25 m further
east, existing screening could be retained and that there was an expectation that the
footprint could be set at a lower level. WCC stated that the colours chosen would not
blend and suggested that other palettes would be preferable. The designwill seek to
integrate the surrounding topography and where practicable and subject to
environmental constraints, would be cut into the hill slope to reduce local visual
effects in discussions with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA. These proposals are reflected
in the Design Principles set out in the DAS (document reference 5.5). A colour
palette has also been set out in the design principlesfollowing discussionswith WCC,
EHDC and SDNPA.

WCC stated that no indication had been given of how planting beyond RLB will be
achieved and no indication of how vegetation relied upon in viewpoints but outside
RLB will be retained and maintained. The landscape mitigation plan has been revised
since consultation, with the Order Limits extended to secure further screening
planning and protect existing hedgerows.

ECC stated that an opportunity exists for the concept of an Environment Fund. To
date, the Applicanthas seen no evidence for the need for any financial contributions
over and above the mitigation proposed.

Traffic and Transport

WCC commented that at the A3 (London Road) and B2150 (Hambledon Road)
roundabout the cable route crosses into Winchester District before exiting part way
along the Hambledon Road and then re-entering the district for the remainder of its
route up to Lovedean. WCC commented that the degree of disruption on this route
cannot be underestimated. The Applicant has been engaging with HCC since the
consultation close and has undertaken modelling (mentioned above) which has
informed assessments of impact and traffic management measures for this area.
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These are set out in Chapter 22 of the ES (document reference: 6.1.22) and FTMS
and FCTMP (document references 6.3.22.1a and 6.3.22.2 respectively).

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (WCC)

HCC’s response predominantly focussed around transport issues but it also included
comments on alternative cable route opportunities, and points to cover in the EIA.
The Applicant have met with HCC on several occasions since the end of the
consultation to discuss street works, traffic management strategy, agree scope to the
Transport Assessment and modelling undertaken as a result of feedback received
from HCC (and PCC). These are assessed in Chapter 22 of the ES (document
reference: 6.1.22). Discussions are ongoing with HCC and with all the relevant local
authorities).

Alternative Cable Route Opportunities

HCC commented that there appeared to be opportunities along the route to take the
cable off the highway which should be given serious consideration with evidence
provided if these are not considered acceptable. HCC required clear justification on
why the highway was the best option when all matters were considered. An
alternative option of routing the cable through the West of Waterlooville MDA site was
raised and had been raised with the project team previously. HCC stated that further
specific justification was required on the route option 3c through the residential
streets of Martin Avenue, Anmore Road and Mill Road when there was a more direct
open land route available. Chapter 2 of the ES, Alternatives (document reference:
6.1.2) sets out the considerations of alternatives and optioneering undertaken by the
Applicant. The Applicant has held discussions with the landowner of Waterlooville
Major Development Area, who have indicated that they would not welcome the
Proposed Development due to uncertainties about timing affecting their
development. Cable route option 3c has been discounted and does not form part of
the Application. Thiswas following consultation feedback and analysis of further work
undertaken in relation to HDD under Kings Pond Meadows.

Traffic and Transport

Impact on A3 London Road needs to be quantified. This is fully assessed in the
Transport Assessment: (document reference: 6.3.22.1).

Details on the form of junction proposed at the Converter Station access. Site access
options have been submitted to HCC for review. The proposals are also included
within the Transport Assessment (document reference: 6.3.22.1).

Confirmation on proposed delivery mechanism for cables across Anmore Road and
site access into kings Pond Meadow is required. Details will be included within the
FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) and CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22.2).
Access.
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Section 4 — need to subdivide to account for the length of the section and varying
highway characteristics. Section 4 has been subdivided accordingly in the FTMS
which details the proposed traffic managementfor each sub-section.

The impact of the opportunity to take the Onshore Cable Corridor away from the A3
London road onto parallel service roads/minor residential roads (such as Hambledon
Parade) have not been fully considered. Fulldetails of traffic management proposals
for parallel service roads/minor residential roads (including Hambledon Parade) are
included within the FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A).

Bus lane and stop closures along the A3 star corridor are considered to have a
significant impact on bus journey times/reliability. Mitigation may be required such
as direct funding of additional services to avoid undermining efforts of the
Transforming Cities Fund. The Applicant has met First Group who do not consider
the works of particular concern compared to other undertakers works.  Mitigation
will be provided where possible through the implementation of bus priority as part of
the traffic managementproposals. Where temporary bus stop closures are required
these an alternative stop will be provided where possible. Transforming Cities Fund
bids do not yet constitute committed schemes and therefore cannot be considered in
the design of the cable route.

Acceptability of installing cables at the roundabout with Ladybridge Road must be
considered in the context of other projects. The final Order Limit has taken account
of the proposals for Ladybridge Roundabourt.

Measures should be used to actively reduce single occupancy car trips. All
construction traffic associated with the construction of the Converter Station will use
the designated construction traffic access route included within the CTMP (document
reference: 6.3.22.2). A Construction Worker Travel Plan has been developed and
is included within the CTMP.

Concerns regarding the ability of Lovedean Lane to accommodate HGV traffic. A full
assessment has been included within the CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22).

Traffic data analysis required to confirm peak periods especially outside schools and
sensitive receptors to help clarify the restrictions that should be applied to HGV
movements. Traffic modelling has been completed using the SRTM based on
standard AM and PM peak periods. The CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22)
includes details of construction traffic restrictions.

HCC queried asset resilience and that the applicant needs to examine this further
and provide suitable mitigation measures to ensure HCC is not left with a
maintenance burden and the highway remains in a safe operational condition. This
has been addressed inthe CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22).

The Applicant should take account of the planned works on Lovedean Lane to install
a pedestrian island. Temporary removal may be required to allow access by
abnormal loads.

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-186



11.11.6.15.

11.11.6.16.

11.11.6.17.

11.11.6.18.

11.11.6.19.

11.11.6.20.

11.11.6.21.

11.11.6.22.

11.11.6.23.

11.11.6.24.

11.11.6.25.

11.11.6.26.

AQUINDs=s

Details of internal road route should be provided to HCC to ensure it is suitable for
construction traffic. The internal road route is described in Chapter 3 of the ES,
Project Description (document reference: 6.3.22).

A CTMP should be produced to consider mud, turning of delivery vehicles,
contractor’s vehicle parking, suitability of routes to the site and mitigation measures.
Details have been included in the CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22).

Details of construction site compounds and number of cable gangs will be required.
Details are included in the CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22).

Confirmation of anticipated vehicular numbers and permanent access arrangements
for the operational phase of the Proposed Development are requested. Details are

included in the CTMP (document reference: 6.3.22).

A CTMP will be required for the decommissioning phase of the Proposed
Development. Thiswill be subject to ongoing discussions.

Confirmation of availability to access private properties during installation of the
onshore cable route. The proposals for access to residential properties, businesses
and side-roads has been includedwithin the FTMS (documentreference: 6.3.22.1A)
and summarised above in the response to Denmead Parish Council.

Confirmation of the locations for jointing bays and link boxes are required to ensure
they are not situated within highway land. The final locations will be determined post
consent and when contactors are on board. These will be in the Order Limits which
could be within highway land.

The Transport Assessment is not to be limited to the Order Limits but assess impacts
on the adjoining network including key junctions listed. Following discussions on
scope additional traffic modelling has been conducted using the SRTM with all
junctions included within the study area. Analysis of the SRTM results has been
included within the EIA and Transport Assessment (document reference: 6.3.22.1).

Highways England should be consulted on the A3(M) corridor. HE have been
consulted.

Clarification is sought regarding how the project team have determined the sensitivity
of the route. The route sensitivity has now been superseded by full analysis of
sensitive receptors as detailed within Chapter 22 of the ES (document reference:
6.1.22).

A list of all roads to be assessed and on which of the four criteria they have been
triggered for assessment should be provided. The PEIR sensitivity has now been
superseded by full analysis of sensitive receptors as detailed in Chapter 22 of the ES
(6.1.22).

An understanding of the whole construction programme and its impacts should be
discussed in greater detail with relevant officers to ensure appropriate co-ordination
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within the programme. Construction programme is included within Chapter 3 of the
ES (document reference: 6.1.3) and is being discussed with HCC.

Details are required on the factors assumed for TEMPRO growth rates and how these
have been derived. Confirmation is sought that TEMPRO can accurately assess the
impact of the additional development. Details have been provided within the TA
where appropriate, however the majority of the study area has been assessed using
the SRTM.

No details of the TA have been provided. A full Transport Assessment has been
completed in support of the DCO with the scope and methodology agreed with HCC
and PCC prior to submission. (Document reference: 6.3.22.1).

Personal Injury Accident data is considered out of date. Analysis should review
whether there are any patterns of accidents which would be exacerbated by
construction of the Proposed Development. Updated Personal Injury Accident data
has been collected and full analysis has been included within the Transport
Assessment (document reference: 6.3.22.1).

Comments made on the link sensitivity assessment work with points for amendment
made. Further analysis has been included within Chapter 22 of the ES (document
reference: 6.1.22), Transport Assessment (6.3.22.1) and FTMS (6.3.22.1).
Comments on the traffic management categories presented in the PEIR. The PEIR
assessment has now been superseded by the Transport Assessment and ES.

Any closures on the A3 London Road will likely be required at night. Temporary
closures of the A3 London Road are proposed for weekends only.

A comprehensive local consultation would be required for any works on the A2030,
A3 and B2177. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1) provides full details of
the communication strategy to be employed.

Legal implementation of cables in the highway. The DCO proposes to confer on the
Applicantthe right to carry out street works.

There are a number of planned highway works within the area primarily as a result of
the ongoing build out for the West of Waterlooville MDA site. This includes a
significant scheme at Ladybridge Roundabout.  All committed works will be
considered as part of the construction programme as appropriate.

Additional Highways Matters

Where there is the ability to utilise verges or soft landscaping areas this should be
discussed with HCC to seek views on whether future planting is a potential possibility.
Impact on trees has been assessed in the arboriculture appendix to Chapter 16,
onshore ecology (document reference: 6.3.16.3).

A key concern expressed by HCC was the impact of the cables on the ability of HCC
to deliver further schemes along the key route within the network. Confirmation was
required by HCC on the maximum depth the cable can be buried. It is intended that
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the cables could be buried by trenching to a depth of up to 1.3 m but could be deeper
if utilities or other constraints require.

Strateqgic Transport Implications

HCC expressed concern about the Transforming Cities funding stream from central
government. HCC and PCC have been successfully shortlisted for funding. These
works would look to utilise available highway land to deliver strategic improvement.
HCC indicated that it would welcome further discussions on areas of conflict in timing
between the two projects, should funding be granted. The funding announcementis
due in November 2019. Noted.

Planned Works

HCC highlighted a number of planned works within the area including the ongoing
build out of the West of Waterlooville MDA and a significant scheme at Ladybridge
roundabout. The programme dates are broadly consistent with those projects. HCC
stated that consideration must be given to the latter scheme and HCC would need to
be satisfied that works can be delivered without prejudicing the committed scheme
from the MDA. Committed schemes were agreed with HCC (and PCC) prior to the
SRTM modellingand have been taken into accountin the transport assessmentwork.
This includes the West of Waterlooville MDA and Ladybridge roundabout.

Works Programme

HCC stated that early engagement and co-ordination of programmes should be had
with other stakeholders and HCC to reduce delays to any committed projects. Noted.
Discussions are ongoing with HCC.

Legal implementation of cables in the Highway

HCC required confirmation of the Applicant’s ability to progress works in the highways
as a private company. Information on the DCO and powers to be included within it
have been discussed with HCC.

Environmental Impact Assessment

HCC set out expectations for environmental matters to be included in the EIA. This
included: information on need for the proposal with the alternatives site analysis
demonstrating how environmental impacts have been taken into account and
including consideration of alternative designs for above ground structures as well as
different cabling techniques; detailed information on construction methodology; and
specific mitigation measures. Chapter 4 ofthe ES, Alternatives, (documentreference:
6.1.2) describes the consideration of alternative routes. All of these matters have
been considered through the EIA.

SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

The South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) began its response by setting
out the statutory purposes of the National Park (NP):
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To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area
and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special
qualities

SDNPA stated that the main purpose of its response was to consider the impact of
the Converter Station on the NP. The SDNPA also quoted Section 11A of the National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (as inserted by Section 62 of the
Environment Act 1995) which requires all relevant authorities, including statutory
undertakers and other public bodies to have regard to these purposes.

SDNPA summarised its views:

* The National Grid is a Statutory Undertaker and is therefore required to
have regard to the purposes of the National Park. There is no evidence of
how that duty has been met in the assessment of the various sites and the
selection of Lovedean.

* The location, scale, appearance and form of the Convertor Station causes
significant harm to the setting of the National Park in relation to landscape
character and visual amenity. The assessment of alternatives does not
sufficiently take into account the impacts on the National Park.

* The proposed mitigation is poor and likely to contribute further to the visual
harm.

* The impact on the Monarch’s Way Long Distance footpath has not been
sufficiently recognised.

 The cumulative impact of the development, along with proposed
development of a battery storage site to the south and an extension to the
substation to the west, has not been assessed sufficiently.

* Opportunities to deliver positive impacts have not been taken.

In respect of the issues raised above, the Applicant considers that the duties placed
upon National Grid are considered within their own decision-making process.
Detailed thought has been given to the landscape and design mitigation that has
resulted in a comprehensive set of design principles that will be secured within the
DCO to shape the detailed designs. Both the landscape and design mitigation
(through the design principles) have been developed through Converter Design
meetings with the steering group post consultation.

The landscape mitigation has been revised in relation to Monarch’s Way, with the
Order Limits extended to secure further screening planning and protect existing
hedgerows.

Cumulative impacts have been assessment as part of the DCO application.

The Order Limits have been extended to incorporate enhance hedgerow planting.
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Site Selection

SDNPA does not consider that NGET has demonstrated its duty to have regard to
the purpose ofthe National Park in the Transmission Studies report. As stated above,
this is a matter for NGET.

Chickerellwas discounted by NGET due to the implications on the substation and the
wider reinforcement issues (with OHLs running through the Dorset AONB). This is
considered briefly in Chapter 2 of the ES, Alternatives (document reference: 6.1.2).
SDNPA accepts that the impacts on the National Park of siting the Converter Station
at Bramley would be greater than those at Lovedean, but considers that it is likely
that all locations around the Lovedean Substation will result in a detrimental and
permanent impact on the setting of the National Park. SDNPA does not consider that
it has had sufficient information to develop an informed view of the development as
a National Park Authority. The PEIR is preliminary information and the alternatives
considered within it were reviewed with an increased level of information being
considered through the EIA. The DCO documentation that forms part of the
application sets out, in full, the project, how it has been developed, the likely impacts
and the proposed mitigation.

Landscape and Visual Amenity

SDNPA considered that mitigation contained in the PEIR was insufficient to address
likely levels of harm. The Converter Station was considered “to have a functional and
utilitarian appearance which will be very prominent and, although close to the existing
substation, will not be seen against a backdrop of other industrial or urban
development.” The Converter Station was also considered to be “visible in both close-
range views and those from higher locations within the National Park looking towards
Portsmouth and the South Coast. It will also harm local views out of the National Park
from its boundary to the north and the Monarch’s Way, towards points of interest such
as the forts on Ports Down to the south.

Chapter 15 of the ES (Landscape and Visual Amenity) (document reference: 6.1.15)
undertakes an assessment of the landscape and visual setting of the SDNP within
3km of the Converter Station. This used criterion in the South Downs Landscape
Background Paper to the Local Plan and considered in this context Spatial Quality 1
of the National Park. As part of this review tranquillity was considered as part of its
contribution to landscape character.

Working closely with ecology and arboriculture specialists indicative landscape
mitigation plans planting. Existing hedgerows and hedgerow trees which serve a
baseline visual screening function within the immediately vicinity of the Converter
Station Area would be retained and managed long term and this in addition to new
mitigation planting would minimise impacts on immediate local receptors.
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Chapter 15 has assessed the visual impact of the Converter Station on Monarch’s
way and has proposed through the indicative landscape mitigation plans mitigation
planting to minimise effects.

An Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy has also been prepared which
outlines the long-term management proposals for existing and mitigation planting.

The design of the Converter Station is based on a set of Parameter Plans and Design
Principles derived from the analysis of site context and feedback from WCC, EHDC
and SDNPA and other stakeholders. The detailed design would be approved by the
relevant authority in consultation with the SDNPA. How the building design has
evolved is covered in the DAS (document reference: 5.5). Consideration has been
given to cladding, roofing and colour as well as impact of the building from short,
middle and long-distance views.

Alternative access routes to the Converter Station and landscape and visual impacts
associated with Option C and D have been explored refer to Chapter 2 of the ES
(documentreference: 6.1.2). The impactofthe Access Road has considered as part
of the assessment.

The assessment has considered the impact of the Converter Station Area on
undertake a local landscape features and considered the history as well as its
contribution to the setting of the SDNP. The assessment refers to three study areas
for the Converter Station and two of these, the 8 km and 3km radius were agreed
with the local planning authorities (EHDC and WCC) and SDNPA. A 1.2 km radius
was defined for close range residential receptors and a 3km radius for the impact on
the setting of the SDNP.

The Access Track was considered to be likely to cut across historic field boundaries,
negatively affect the character of Broadway Lane and prevent the re-connection of
Ancient Woodland. The detailed design of the access track will be agreed post-
consent.

Ecology

SDNPA wished to see further information on invasive non-native species and reptiles.
Nine species of bat are present on the site, including Barbastelle bats (a European
protected species), the application should seek to preserve and increase the
connective woodland and hedgerow cover on the site. An assessment of the likely
significant effects on ecology is assessed in Chapter 16 of the ES (document
reference: 6.1.16) which has had regard to these comments.

Woodland

Insufficient weight has been given to the impact on woodland habitat, including
impacts on hedgerows or bats, and nothing has been done to improve the resilience
or condition of the already fragmented Ancient Woodland. Hedgerows that need to
be removed should be replaced with a similar species mix as part of a large-scale

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report

AQUIND Limited November 2019

11-192



11.11.7.22.

11.11.7.23.

11.11.7.24.

11.12.

11.12.1.1.

11.12.1.2.

AQUINDs=s

habitat creation scheme resulting in net biodiversity gain. An Outline Landscaping
and Biodiversity Strategy (document reference: 6.10) has been prepared with
landscape, ecology and arboriculture specialists in consultation with WCC, EHDC
and SDNPA which includes indicative landscape mitigation plans including off site
planting in the form of existing hedgerows and hedgerow trees as well as landscaped
landforms and mitigation planting. The strategy outlines the long-term management
proposals for existing and mitigation planting.

Operational Noise

SDNPA questioned the noise analysis, including impacts on a nearby Gypsy and
Traveller site. The Applicant’s noise specialists met with the relevant Environmental
Health Officers on 17 June 2019 to discuss this issue, which is now considered to be
resolved.

Waste and Material Resources

Concerns were raised by SDNPA about use of excavated material for bunds which
would be out of character and in any event, would need to be assessed for impact on
drainage and should be integrated with the proposed drainage pond. The
landscaping principles set out in the DAS (document reference: 5.5) includes that
“excess fill will be utilised in a sympathetic manner to create new naturalistic
landforms and provide screening from sensitive receptors”. ~ Following comments
from SDNPA the proposed drainage pond has been split into two to integrate more
naturally into the area.

Cumulative Impacts

Together with other planned developments, there is the potential for significant
cumulative environmental effects, which the SDNPA has not had an opportunity to
comment on or consider how options may lessen or increase the negative effects.
The stated projects have been noted and assessed with regards to cumulative
impact. The Cumulative Impacts assessment forms part of the ES at chapter 29
(document reference: 6.1.29).

RESPONSES FROM SECTION42(1)(D) LAND INTERESTS

Of the 242 land interests (persons falling within Category 1 or Category 2 in section
44 of the PA 2008) consulted, one reply was received, from Vodaphone Limited. The
response treated the consultation as if it were a Stopping Up Order under the New
Roads and Street Works Act 1991, rather than the PA 2008. It placed a qualifying
objection to the Proposed Development subject to the safeguarding of Vodafone
apparatus and the reimbursement of costs for any works necessary. As with all other
utilities in the area, the Applicant will continue to minimise causing any harm or
disruption to existing services by means of micrositing of cables.

In parallel to the Section 42 consultation, those consultees identified under Section
44 have been engaged by the Applicant's land agents, Avison Young, who have
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initiated and/or engaged in negotiations with the affected parties before, during and
after the period of Statutory Consultation. A phased approach has been adopted with
those parties identified as holding an interest in land affected by the Development,
reflecting the level of certainty about land requirements as the design and
optioneering of the Development progressed towards completion and whilst also
taking landowner feedback into account.

The Applicant has sought to engage with all persons with an interest in land in
negotiations for the acquisition or use, by agreed private treaty, of the land required
for the Development.

The Applicant, via Option Agreements, has already secured rights for some of the
land required for the Development by negotiated agreement in anticipation of the
Development being delivered. Negotiations with other landowners are reasonably
well progressed, whilst others are currently still on-going. The Applicant is not
generally pursuing the freehold/leasehold transfer of/grant of rights over land prior to
the DCO being made. This approach reflects the view of many landowners who do
not wish to sell land (or contract to do so) until the consenting process for the
Development is completed.

The Applicant continues engagement with Section 44 consultees regarding their land
interests and is attempting to obtain the necessary agreements by voluntary
agreement in advance of the DCO being made. The approach reflects the Applicant’s
intention to agree by private treaty all rights in land required for the Development,
and to only rely on Compulsory Acquisition powers as a last resort.

It is anticipated that agreements will be completed by the close of Examination.

Three feedback forms were received from those with an interest in the land and these
are summarised below.

TUDOR SAILING CLUB

Tudor Sailing Club had concerns regarding the possible routes of Section 7, as the
possible routes appeared to include going through the grounds of their sailing club.
The also expressed concerns of the route passing up the Broom Channel of
Langstone Harbour through cruiser moorings, causing potential damage to the
channel, moorings and possibly boats, depending on the time of year that the work
is undertaken. An assessmentof potential impactson recreational activities has been
undertaken and is presented in Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation and Other Marine
Users (Document. Ref. 6.1.13). A meeting took place with the sailing club on 22
October where the Applicant clarified that the cable route between Kendall’s Wharf
and the playing fields at Farlington would be installed via HDD under the Broom
Channel rather than through it so there would not be any impact on the Sailing Club’s
moorings or vessels in the Channel. Information was also provided about the cable
route south of Kendall's Wharf, which has the potential to run through a boatyard
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lease to the Sailing Club and potential mitigation measures to reduce the impact on
the Clubwere discussed (e.g. timing of works).

TIM GARDNER OF IAN JUDD AND PARTNERS

HENRY BRICE ON BEHALF OF MR J TEE

RESPONSES FROM CONSULTEES NOT PRESCRIBED UNDER
SECTION42(1)(A)

This section summarises the responses received from non-statutory consultees who
were not prescribed under Section 42(a) but were sent information about the
consultation after being identified as parties who may have an interest in the
proposals. A full table of feedback can be found in Table 1 of Appendix 5.1.4Z.

BRITISH AGGREGATE MARINE PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION (BMAPA)

BMAPA raised concerns that the PEIR provided limited assessment on areas of
aggregate production and the impacts the proposal may have on these areas. The
PEIR assessed impacts on existing licensed marine aggregate areas however
BMAPA commented that the assessment should also assess impacts of the
proposals on areas of aggregate resource that may be used in the future. In order to
minimise impacts to the aggregate industry, early engagementwas undertaken with
dredging companies and TCE. As a result, the cable route was refined to avoid
current aggregate dredging interests such as the former Horsetail dredging area and
the route was also moved closer to IFA2 to avoid rocky seabed/fishing grounds and
minimise ‘sterilisation’ of the seabed between the two proposed cables (AQUIND
Interconnector and IFA2). TCE’s current leasing round does not indicate that any of
the proposed leasing areas will be along the route of the Proposed Development.
TCE has been consulted, and in their investigations of the potential for impact to
future resource, they have not raised any concerns about potential impacts resulting
from the Proposed Development. The Applicanthas a signed Option Agreementand
agreed Licence with The Crown Estate. Similarly, the aggregate companies
consulted have not raised concerns about any impacts from the Proposed
Developmentto future aggregate resource areas of interest.

BMAPA also commented that there was only a limited consideration of the South
Marine Plans in the PEIR and that further consideration of these should be provided
in the ES. Further consideration of the South Marine Plans has been provided in the
Planning Statement (Document Ref. 5.4) submitted as part of the Application.

SOUTHERN INSHORE FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Southern IFCA recommended that non-construction activities which may impact
fisheries should also be considered in the cumulative effects assessment. Although
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content with the mitigation proposed in the PEIR, they requested clarification over
what the proposals are where impacts cannot be avoided or mitigated against. No
significant adverse effects have been identified for the Proposed Development in
relationto commercial fisheries alone or cumulatively. However, both embedded and
additional mitigation measures have been identified. Chapter 12 Commercial
Fisheries (Document Ref, 6.1.12) sets out the mitigation relevant to the fishing
industry.

It was recommended that relevant projects or organisations which support the fishing
industry in the area should be considered in the assessment. The Blue Marine
Foundation which supports the Solent Oyster Project was provided as an example.
Southern IFCA also commented that recreational angling inthe area required further
consideration in the ES. Further engagement has been undertaken to better
understand the locations and current state of native oyster stocks in the Solent and
this information has been used to inform the assessment including spatial data was
provided by the Southern IFCA (25 July 2019). Although the Blue Marine Foundation
has not been consulted to date, this commentis noted.

CEMEX

Cemex’s view, based on the charts provided, is that it is unlikely that any of their
vessels would choose to routinely anchor in any area which would impact on the
interconnector route. The Applicant notes this comment and do not consider any
response required.

RYA

The RYA acknowledged the consultation, however they had no substantive
comments at this stage. The Applicant notes this comment and do not consider any
response required.

BRITTANY FERRIES

Acknowledged receipt of the documentation. They forwarded all the details through
to their maritime and port ops departments for their info/comments. No further
response was received. The Applicant notes this comment and do not consider any
response required.

UK CHAMBER OF SHIPPING

The chamber was pleased to be involved with this consultation and looked forward
to reading the documentation and providing input where necessary. No further
response was received. The Applicant notes this comment and do not consider any
response required.
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TARMAC

Tarmac considered the interconnector route in relation to their aggregate dredging
license areas and concluded that it is sufficiently distant from these areas so did not
have any comments to make.

CACHALOT CHARTERS

This charter organisation identified that the area behind the Nab tower, down to the
puller buoy, is the area they mainly fish in the spring, May to August. Spring is the
migration pattern for Smoothhounds and Tope, also this time the seabream come
into breed on Bullocks patch. They considered that the proposals could have a
significant detrimental effect on the fish, and also business, of catching, for tag and
release of these species. Impacts to black seabream, and on tope and smooth-
hounds are considered in Chapter 9 Fish and Shellfish (Document Ref. 6.1.9) and
impacts on recreational angling have been assessed within Chapter 13 Shipping,
Navigation and Other Marine Users (Document Ref. 6.1.13).

BEMBRIDGE ANGLING CLUB

This club advised that the planned route seems to go right across the area known as
"Bullocks Patch" to the east of the deep-water shipping channel that takes large
vessels past the Nab Tower. Bullocks Patch is an extremely popular angling spot
from late spring to mid-summer as itis one of the few nesting areas for Black Bream
between the Nab Tower & Selsey Bill. From the point of view of the members of
Bembridge Angling Club, they saw no other major issues with the proposed route.
Impacts to black seabream are considered in Chapter 9 Fish and Shellfish (Document
Ref. 6.1.9) and impacts on recreational angling have been assessed within Chapter
13 Shipping, Navigation and Other Marine Users (Document Ref. 6.1.13).

CPRE HAMPSHIRE

CPRE Hampshire did not support the Proposed Development. Concerns focused on
the landscape and visual effects of the Converter Station and the proximity to the
SNDP. When viewed from the SDNP CPRE considered that, especially from
Monarch’s Way, the landscape would be changed from one with an essentially rural
character to one which is far more industrial. The Design Principles contained in the
Design and Access Statement (DAS)(document5.5]) have been developed since the
consultation stage and secure an approach to the design of the Converter Station
and the indicative landscape mitigationthat was developedwith inputand agreement
of SDNPA, EHDC and WCC.

Noise from the Converter Station was also a serious concern and Monarch’'s Way
was highlighted again as being sensitive to tranquillity. The Design Principles
(document 5.5]) have been developed since the consultation stage and secure an
approach to the design of the Converter Station that was developed with input and
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agreement of SDNPA, EHDC and WCC. The impact on PRoW is considered in the
Socio-economics chapter of the ES (Document Reference: 6.1.25]) with any impacts
being temporary and the Order Limits have been increased to secure and enhance
existing hedgerows.

CPRE stated that if the Proposed Development should succeed then it would be
essential that landscaping and planting of trees should start at the very beginning of
the project. CPRE also stated that screening should be provided close to the
Converter Station site and also in the middle (500m) and further distance (1 — 2km
away). The DesignPrinciples (DocumentReference 5.5]) have been developed since
the consultation stage and secure an approach to the design of the Converter Station
and the indicative landscape mitigationthat was developedwith inputand agreement
of SDNPA, EHDC and WCC.

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION - SOUTH EAST HANTS GROUP

Key areas of concern to the Ramblers Association were the noise and impact on local
footpaths. Measures to limit visual intrusion of the Converter Station were welcomed
but concern was expressed about the operational noise, especially asthe SNDP area
is generally very quiet. The Design Principles (Document Reference [5.5]) have been
developed since the consultation stage and secure an approach to the design of the
Converter Station that was developed with input and agreement of SDNPA, EHDC
and WCC. The impact on PRoW is considered in the Socio-economics chapter of
the ES (document reference 6.1.25]) with any impacts being temporary and the Order
Limits have been increased to secure and enhance existing hedgerows.

Three footpaths were mentioned south of the Converter Station area which are likely
to be affected (Denmead 19/Horndean 28, Denmead 16/Horndean 4 and Denmead
13) and as little effect on these footpaths as possible was requested during any
construction work. The Ramblers Association stated that if a cable trench is needed
across the footpath then an alternative route around the trench should be provided
rather than closure. The impact on PRoW is considered in the Socioeconomics
chapter of the ES (document reference: 6.1.25) and landscape and visual amenity
chapter 15 (document reference: 6.1.15). Mitigation proposals do not include
measures to link existing PRoW.
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12.1.2.3.

INTRODUCTION

This Chapter, alongside Chapter 14 of the Report, sets out the activities undertaken
by the Applicant to comply with its duty to consult under Section 47 of the PA 2008.
This Report seeks to provide the information relevant to formal Section 47
consultation as required in the Consultation Report under Section 37(7)(a) of the PA
2008 and the relevant parts of DCLG guidance on pre-application consultation.
Section 47(1) of the PA 2008 requires the Applicant to prepare a Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC). The SoCC should set out how the Applicant
intends to consult the local community on the proposed application.

There is a duty on the Applicant to consult the relevant local authorities in respect of
the content of the SoCC (Section 47(2)) because their knowledge of the local area
may influence decisions on the geographical extent of consultation and the methods
that will be most effective in the local circumstances.

INFORMAL CONSULTATION ON THE SOCC

DCLG guidance on the pre-application process (2015) (paragraph 37) states that it
may be helpful to make informal contact with the local authorities in advance of formal
consultation on the content of the SoCC.

In accordance with this guidance, the Applicant met with senior planning officers from
the following identified Local Planning Authorities on 13 August 2018, to provide them
with an overview of the pre-application consultation requirements of the PA 2008,
including the consultation process on the SoCC:

* Hampshire County Council;

*  Portsmouth City Council;

* Havant Borough Council;

* East Hampshire District Council;

* Winchester City Council; and

* South Downs National Park Authority.”

Following this meeting, the Applicant undertook informal consultation on the draft
SoCC for a period of 28 days commencing on 28 August 2018, inviting all relevant
Local Planning Authorities and the MMO to provide their comments.
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Following the informal consultation, the Applicant made a number of alterations to
the draft SoCC. The main alterations made were:

* The proposed consultation period was extended from 6 to 8 weeks;

* The proposed Primary Consultation Zone (“PCZ’), which had been based
on the distribution area from the January — February 2018 non-statutory
consultation, was extended in the vicinity of the Lovedean/Denmead area
(i.e. in the vicinity of the proposed Converter Station location);

* The number of deposit locations was increased from three to 10, and the
number of public exhibition events was increased from seven to nine;

* It was agreed that posters would be placed at Amber Dock, Eastney
Harbour, Langstone Harbour, Selsey Town Centre, Chichester Harbour and
Bembridge Harbour; and

« Additional stakeholders were added to the list of non-statutory consultees.8

A full table of comments made by each authority during the informal consultation on
the SoCC, alongside the Applicant's response to each point, can be found in
Appendix 5.1.4J. Copies of written responses received by the Applicant during the
informal consultation on the SoCC can be found in Appendix 5.1.4K.

At a subsequent meeting on 11 December 2018 with the relevant local planning
authorities, the Applicant outlined the alterations made to the SoCC following the
informal consultation process.

FORMAL CONSULTATION ON THE SOCC

Following review of feedback received during informal consultation on the SoCC, the
Applicant undertook formal consultation on its draft SoCC for the prescribed 28-day
period commencing on 12 December 2018 with:

* Hampshire County Council;

* Portsmouth City Council;

* Havant Borough Council; and

* East Hampshire District Council.

The SoCC was issued by post with a covering letter and also electronically via email
to ensure receipt by the relevant LPAs. A copy of the draft SoCC issued for formal
consultation can be found in Appendix 5.1.4L, whilst copies of the covering letters,
covering emails and proof of postage of the SoCC are available in Appendix
5.1.4M12-1.
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12.1.3.3. Table 12.1 below includes all comments made by the Local Planning Authorities

during the formal consultation period on the SoCC, together with how the Applicant
had regard to those comments.

8 The additional stakeholders requested by the MMO were ABP Southampton, Langstone Harbour, Chichester
Harbour, DFDS, Brittany Ferries, Condor Ferries and Fawley Marine Terminal.
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Table 12-1 - List of all comments made by Local Planning Authorities on the SoCC during formal consultation

AQUI

D=

ID Comment Source Regard had by the Applicant

1 Notwithstanding that the earlier request for a 13 week consultation period within WCC In response to the feedback received, the proposed formal
which WCC would formally comment on the scheme was rejected, this timescale consultation period was extended from 6 to 8 weeks. This well-
is still considered the most practical to work within. Therefore, we repeat the exceeded the requirements of the PA 2008.

RS gl The formal consultation was well-publicised in advance and the
Applicant endeavoured to accommodate council and community
briefings where possible (see paragraph 7.3 of the final SoCC).

2 We question if the Primary Consultation Zone referred to in paragraph 7.2.2 as WCC The PCZ does not “fully” reflect the ZTV in the sense that all properties
set out in appendix 2 fully reflects the zone of theoretical Visibility (ZTV) within the ZTV are thereby included within the PCZ. This is because it
particularly as referred to in the PINS Scoping response of 7 December 2018. would be disproportionate to extend the PCZ to this extent given the
This has implication as set out below. [See ID 9] likely impacts of the Proposed Development.

However, in response to the informal feedback received the PCZ was
extended around the converter station location.

In addition, a range of measures (in addition to the direct PCZ mailing)
such as the consultation website, newspaper notices and social media
advertising were used to publicise the consultation to the wider local
community (see paragraph 7.3 of the final SoCC).

3 At 7.2.4 itis mentioned that AQUIND will consult with a wide range of EHDC A database was developed by the project team which included non-
stakeholders, but there are no specifics about who such interest / community statutory consultees (e.g. community groups, interest groups, hard-to-
groups are and | would like to see that interest groups who may not fall within the reach groups etc.) who received information about the consultation.
g bemg Ia ;taltutorly 9%?‘?““8(9 are |rr]1cludeql dl'n t;]e (lzlgnsultatlon; Sughth The Applicant did not consider that the SoCC was the best vehicle for
(E;:rlou?slénzg/bmc u te ch V\;'] I 9|F°t“ps’ | dokr)se rding dw?jolng groups and the providing an exhaustive list of consultees but the database of non-

antie servatory. Ferhaps a list could be appended: statutory consultees referenced above was shared with planning
officers and councillors at all five local authorities, in addition to
Denmead, Horndean and Southwick & Widley Parish Councils.
The Applicant was grateful for the input provided regarding such
groups and communities and ensured that all groups highlighted by
both councillors and officers were added to the list of non-statutory
stakeholders and therefore received a direct invitation to participate in
the statutory consultation process, provided that contact details had
been provided or were publicly available through other means (e.g.
online).

4 Paragraph 7.3 does not refer to the use of radio and TV as parts of the mediato = WCC It is not common practice to use radio or TV as a means of raising

be used to reach out to people. They are considered to have a role if only to help
raise consciousness that the project is under consideration.

awareness of a DCO consultation since itis unlikely that coverage will
be gained and purchasing broadcast media is an inefficient channel for
targeting consultees. However, the relevant broadcast media was
targeted. Any press releases and graphical/audio content could be
provided upon request; however no such requests were received.
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Regard had by the Applicant

Reference to Social Media is limited to Facebook only which is considered PCC
restrictive. PCC has previously commented that multiple platforms should be
used.

It is disappointing that there is no offer to use Twitter as a further means by
which the public can be signposted to the AQUIND website or Facebook page.

Other parts of Local media such as radio and possibly TV may also help with the
hard-to-reach.

Introduction of the word “endeavour” adds an element of ambiguity to AQUIND’'s PCC
intentions and there ought to be a commitment by AQUIND to liaise with PCC
and other relevant local authorities regarding identifying such groups.

In 7.4.2, the list of topics upon which AQUIND is particularly hopeful to receive EHDC
comments on appears somewhat restricted and it could also include

social/leconomic, flood risk and water quality and ecological impacts/mitigation.

‘General site mitigation’ seems too broad a term.

DCO applications tend not to utilise social media as a primary
communications channel since it can muddy the waters as to how
consultation feedback is being gathered.

However, in terms of online channels of communication, the formal
consultation details were widely shared via the consultation website
(see paragraph 7.3.1 of the final SoCC).

In addition, the Applicant confirmed that it would be happy for any local
authorities, parish council and other bodies to promote the formal
consultation details via existing communication channels.

The Applicant amended paragraph 7.2.5 of the final SoCC to read as
follows:

“‘AQUIND will look to engage the support of local authorities as it
seeks to engage with a number of groups and organisations that
represent ‘hard-to-reach’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups in the local
community.

These represent demographic groups that do not usually engage in
consultation activity, as well as people with disabiliieswho may have
problems accessing the consultation information. Throughout the
formal consultation, AQUIND will be offering presentations and
providing information directly to such groups in order to facilitate their
participation in the consultation process.”

As outlined in the Applicant’s response to ID3, a database was
developed by the project team which included non-statutory
consultees (e.g. community groups, interest groups, hard-to-reach
groups etc.) who received information about the consultation. This
database was shared with the local authorities and the Applicant
incorporated all suggestions provided by both officers and councillors
where contact details had been provided or were publicly available
through other means (e.g. online).

The Applicant amended paragraph 7.4.2 of the final SoCC to read as
follows:

“CONVERTER STATION:
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ID Comment Source Regard had by the Applicant

* Landscaping and screening;

* General site mitigation;

* Construction and traffic management;

* Noise attenuation;

* Lighting.

CABLE ROUTE:
* Construction and traffic management.
MARINE:

* Impacts on fishing, recreational angling and shipping areas within
the proposed marine cable corridor that mightimpact local marine
users.

PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REPORT (PEIR):

* Environmental impacts and mitigation (including social/economic,
flood risk and water quality and ecological impacts/mitigation)”

8 Paragraph 6.1.9 would be improved if there was a commitment to updating the WCC The project website was updated in accordance with key milestones —
AQUIND web site at specific intervals. Looking at the AQUIND web site itis only this includes the Project Timeline and News pages in particular.
apparent in the News/Events folder that there are any dates to give a sense of
the last time the site was updated and any chronology to actions.

9 Section 8 Public Exhibitions: By restricting exhibitions to libraries this seems to WCC The relationship between PCZ and ZTV is discussed in the Applicant’s
limit the availability to view the details inan arch across the northern part of the response to ID2.

Z1V. Due to the irregular opening hours of parish council offices, these

The closest location proposed is Horndean. There needs to be some attempt to typically do not make for the most appropriate or accessible “formal”

reach out to this area by some combination of individual letters or via existing deposit locations. “Informally’, however, the Applicant shared copies of

bodies such as Parish Councils (letting them hold a copy for people to view) or the consultation materials with identified parish councils to display

by setting up temporary drop in exhibitions at chosen locations (Clanfield and within their premises (although these displays were not listed in the

Hambledon and possibly other venues depending on how extensive the ZTV is). SoCC as deposit locations given the practical difficulties outlined

In addition to the resident population, there is also a need to reach out to people above).

who might only visit the area periodically (tourists & walkers who are not In addition, relevant parish councils were offered briefings enabling the

members of formal organisations). local communities in these parishes to engage in the consultation (see
paragraph 7.3.1 of the final SoCC).
Periodic users (e.g. tourists and dog walkers) were able to view the
S48 (physical) site notices (see paragraph 7.3.1 of the final SoCC).

10 There were references to the Non-Technical Summary (“NTS”) being made PCC The Applicant re-inserted references to the NTS and an NTS was

available at public exhibitions and as part of Consultation Materials. These

produced as part of the consultation materials.
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ID Comment Source Regard had by the Applicant
references have been removed — does this mean that there is no longer the
intention to provide copies of the NTS as previously stated? The NTS references
should be reinstated.
11 At 8.1.2 a table of public exhibitions is set out and whilst acknowledging the EHDC The dates, times and venues for the public exhibition were added to
SOCC isin draft at this stage (and notwithstanding what is stated in 7.3.1), | SoCC prior to its publication.
would like to be assured that the times / dates of those exhibitions is appropriate. All consultation events were booked with the goal of providing detailed
information to the public about the project at convenient and
appropriate times and locations. Particular care and attention was
given to the following factors when organising the public exhibitions:
* Auvailability of suitable venues
* A mix of weekday and weekend events
* A mix of evenings and weekend (daytime) events
* Avoidance of school holidays
* Convenient opening hours
* Geographic location
12 Section 9 indicates only electronic versions of the proposal will be available to WCC + HBC Hard copies of all consultation materials were available to view at the
view at libraries. 9.1.4 says hard copies are only available at a cost. deposit locations during the consultation period (see paragraph 9.1.1
Whilst this may fall within the limits of the requirements, one hard copy should be of the final SoCC).
sent to each location. When you are looking at plans on a screen, it is hard to
view anything meaningful given the scale they appear at. When you enlarge and
focus in you lose the wider appreciation.
13 More definitive wording should read that at least one hard copy of consultation PCC The Applicant amended paragraph 9.1.1 of the final SoCC to read as
material (free of charge) “will be made available to view [...]” at each location” follows:
rather than ambiguity of “is intended to”. “The consultation materials will be made available online at
www.aquindconsultation.co.uk and to view in hard copy (free of
charge) at the advertised deposit locations (see Table 2) between
Wednesday 27 February 2019 and Monday 29 April 2019.”
14 The Highway Authority have previously provided informal comments on the HCC The Applicant thanked HCC for providing comments during the

statement. Matters relating to the consultation of planning applications however
are usually a matter for the Planning Authorities to determine. The Highway
Authority therefore have no formal comments on the document subject to alll
Planning Authorities being satisfied with the proposals.

informal stage and for confirming that it had no further comments to
add.
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15 At the end of section 7.5 you should set out how the comments you receive will WCC The Applicant added a new section regarding Data Protection to the
be used. Will they eventually form part of the background information in the SoCC (see paragraph 7.6 of the final SoCC).
sutérrélss:on ttho PINSl. oy ShOU||d daltsql speg?_caI:Iy Sﬁet Olljt oL you_lurlther:g :ﬁ Sl Consultees were made aware of Data Protection information as part of
f"‘rf' ee; Wi I peoples person? etails and fina dyb 0;?]' 089 tyolg V‘;' t'o IS the consultation (e.g. privacy notices printed on sign-in sheets,
Information. 1 assume your actions are governed by the Lata Frotection feedback forms and relevant consultation materials)
Legislation?

16 There was a hiatus between AQUIND carrying out early engagement on the PCC The Applicant amended paragraph 6.1.9 of the final SoCC to read as

project — when it was anticipated that the matter would be dealt with as a
planning application — and the point at which the Secretary of State directed that
the matter was a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project on 30 July 2018. It
would be more accurate to reword para 6.1.9 as otherwise the impression is that
there has been a consistent and high level of engagement with the local
community throughout all of 2018.

follows:

“Since this time, AQUIND has maintained communication with the
local community, including key stakeholders and those who engaged
in the informal consultation process, via a freephone information line,
consultation email address and freepost address, while the project
website has been updated at regular intervals.

In addition, in November 2018 a mailing went out to key stakeholders
and those who provided feedback during the informal consultation in
January — February 2018, which included a comprehensive booklet
outlining the Proposed Developmentand DCO planning process.”
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12.1.4.

12.1.4.1.

12.1.4.2.

12.1.5.

12.1.5.1.

12.1.5.2.

12.1.5.3.

12154

AQUINDs=s

Copies of the responses of the Local Planning Authorities to the formal consultation
on the SoCC are available in Appendix 5.1.4N.

THE FINAL SOCC

Following the formal consultation and considering all comments made by the Local
Planning Authorities, the Applicant finalised and made available for public inspection
a final version of the SoCC on 27 February 2019.

A copy of the final SoCC can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.4N.
PUBLICISING THE SOCC

Once finalised, the existence of the SoCC was publicised in a number of ways to
ensure that the local community and stakeholders were given the opportunity to
review a copy.

Adverts publicising where the SoCC could be viewed were placed in the Portsmouth
News (on 27 February 2019), Hampshire Chronicle (on 28 February 2019) and
Horndean Post (on 27 February 2019). A copy of the advert wording can be viewed
in Appendix A45. A copy of the published adverts in situ can be viewed in Appendix
5.1.4.A

Posters were placed at key locations for offshore stakeholders, including Portsmouth
Harbour, Camber Dock, Eastney Harbour, Langstone Harbour, Selsey Town Centre,
Chichester Harbour and Bembridge Harbour. Copies of the posters in situ can be
found in Appendix A47.

Hard copies of the SoCC were placed on deposit and made available to view free of
charge in the following locations:

Table 12-2 - Locations with hard copies of the SoCC available to view from 27
February 2019

Venue

Opening Times

Mon, Tue & Fri: 09:30 —

17:00
gsgdow Library, Milton Road, Milton, Portsmouth, PO4 Wed & Thu: 09:30 —
18:00
Sat: 10:00 - 15:30
Mon, Tue, Wed & Sat:
Waterlooville Library, The Precinct, Waterlooville, PO7 9:00 — 17:00
7DT
Thu & Fri: 09:00 — 19:00
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12.1.55.

12.1.5.6.

12.1.5.7.

Horndean Library, 12 Fiveheads Road, Horndean,
Waterlooville, PO8 9NW

Portsmouth City Council, Civic Offices, Guildhall Walk,
Portsmouth, PO1 2AL

Havant Borough Council, Public Service Plaza, Civic
Centre Road, Havant, PO9 2AX

Winchester City Council, City Offices, Colebrook Street,
Winchester, SO23 9LJ

Hampshire County Council, The Castle, Winchester,

S0O23 8UJ

Central Library, Portsmouth City Council, Guildhall
Square, Portsmouth, PO1 2DX

AQUi

D=

Mon & Thu: 14:00 —

17:00
Wed: 10:00 — 13:00 &
14:00 — 17:00

Friday: 14:00 — 19:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 - 16:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 — 17:00

Mon — Thu: 08:30 —17:00
Fri: 08:30 — 16:30

Mon — Fri: 08:30 — 18:00

Mon & Fri: 09:30 —17:00

Tue, Wed & Thu: 09:30 —
18:00

Cosham Library, Spur Road, Cosham, Portsmouth, PO6

3EB

Sat: 10:00 - 15:30

Mon, Tue & Thu: 09:30 —
18:00

Wed & Fri: 09:30 — 17:00
Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

Copies of the SoCC at the above noted locations were in situ for the full February —
April 2019 consultation period, running from 27 February 2019 to 29 April 2019.
Copies of the SoCC at all deposit locations were clearly labelled with a ‘Reference
Copy — Do Not Remove’ sticker to ensure the SoCC was not removed from the
location.

In the event of the SoCC being removed, all deposit locations were provided with the
contact details of the project team and were asked to request a new copy from the
project team if it was removed. In the event, the SoCC was not removed from any of
the deposit locations during the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period.

The SoCC and Section 47 notice were also made available to view and download on
the project consultation website www.aquindconsultation.co.uk from 26 February
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2019. In addition, the website was updated with relevant information about the
forthcoming consultation period, including details set out in the SoCC relating the
consultation events, methods of feedback and timeframes for the statutory
consultation period.

12.1.5.8. A full overview of how the Applicant carried out the Section 47 consultation in
accordance with the proposals outlined in the SoCC is included in Appendix 5.1.4P.
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13.

AQUINDEsS

STATUTORY CONSULTATION: PUBLICITY
UNDER SECTION 48 OF THE PA 2008

13.1.

13.1.1.1.

13.1.1.2.

13.2.

13.2.1.1.

13.2.1.2.

INTRODUCTION

This Chapter of the Report sets out the activities undertaken by the Applicant to
comply with its duty to publicise the Proposed Development under Section 48 of the
PA 2008.

It provides the information relevant to Section 48 publicity as required under Section
37(7)(a) of the PA 2008, together with relevant parts of DCLG guidance regarding
the pre-application process.

PUBLICATIONOF THE NOTICES

In accordance with Section 48 of the PA 2008 and Regulation 4(2) of the APFP
Regulations, a notice was prepared by the Applicant and published:

* For two successive weeks in three local newspapers circulating within the
vicinity in which the proposed development would be situated,;

* Once in a national newspaper;
* Once in the London Gazette; and
* Asthe proposed application relates to offshore development —
* Once in Lloyds List; and
* Once in Fishing News.
The following table sets out the publications and dates of the published notices.
Table 13-1 - List of Section 48 notice publications and timings

Date Publication

27 February 2019 The Guardian

27 February 2019 & 6 March 2019 Portsmouth News
27 February 2019 & 6 March 2019 Horndean Post
27 February 2019 Lloyds List

28 February 2019 Fishing News

28 February 2019 & 6 March 2019 Hampshire Chronicle
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13.2.1.3.
13.2.1.4.

13.3.

13.3.1.1.

13.3.1.2.

13.3.1.3.
13.3.1.4.

13.3.1.5.

AQUINDEsS

Date Publication

28 February 2019 London Gazette

A copy of each of the published notices is included in Appendix 5.1.4A.

In accordance with DCLG pre-application guidance, the publication of the first of the
local newspaper notices occurred in parallel with consultation under Section 42 and
47.

CONTENT OF THE NOTICE

In accordance with Section 48(2) and Regulation 4(3) of the APFP Regulations, the
published notice included a stated deadline for responses to the consultation not less
than 28 days following the date when the Section 48 notice was last published. The
published notice stated a deadline of “no later than midnight on Monday 29 April
2019”, with an acknowledgement that “postal responses will be acceptable up to
three working days after this deadline.”

This ensured that the period permitted for online responses was 54 days, with postal
responses permitted for 57 days following the last appearance of the final notice in
the relevant publication, as outlined in this Chapter.

This deadline was consistent across Section 42, 47 and 48 publicity.
A copy of the wording of the Section 48 notice is provided in Appendix5.1.4A.

Infrastructure Planning (Application: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Requlations 2009 (“APFP Regulations”)

The Table below sets out the requirements for publicising a proposed application in
Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations and confirms how the Applicant complied with
those requirements. Further information and a copy of the notices in situ, can be
found in Appendix 5.1.5G.

Table 13-2 - Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations 2009 compliance table
Detail Compliance

(2) The applicant must The Applicant published the Section 48 notice in line with
publish a notice, which these requirements. The table below shows the dates and
must include the matters respective required publications that the notice appeared in.
prescribed by paragraph
(3) of this regulation, of
the proposed

application— 27 February 2019 The Guardian

Date Publication
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(a) for at least two
successive weeks in one
or more local
newspapers circulating
in the vicinity in which
the proposed
development would be
situated;

(b) once in a national
newspaper;

(c) onceinthe London
Gazette and, if land in
Scotland is affected, the
Edinburgh Gazette; and

(d) where the proposed
application relates to
offshore development—
(i) oncein Lloyd’s
List; and
(i) oncein an
appropriate fishing
trade journal.
(3) The matters which
the notice must include
are:

(a) the name and
address of the applicant;

AQUIND==s

27 February 2019& 6  Portsmouth News
March 2019

27 February 2019 & 6  Horndean Post

March 2019
27 February 2019 Lloyd's List
28 February 2019 Fishing News

28 February 2019 & 7  Hampshire Chronicle
March 2019

28 February 2019 London Gazette

The Section 48 Notice included all of the elements listed
under Regulation 4(3).

The name and address of the Applicant were included as

per below:
Notice is hereby given that AQUIND Limited of OGN
House, Hadrian Way, Wallsend, NE28 6HL (hereafter
referred to as "AQUIND") intends to apply to the Secretary
of State under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the
"Act") for a Development Consent Order ("DCQ") to
authorise the construction and operation of a new High
Voltage Direct Current ("HVDC") marine and underground
electric power transmission link between the south coast
of England and Normandy in France, with the capacity to
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(b) a statement that the
applicant intends to
make an application for
development consent to
the Secretary of State;

(c) a statement as to
whether the application
is EIA development;

AQUINDs=s

transmit up to 2,000 MW of electricity between France and

Great Britain ("AQUIND Interconnector").

The Section 48 Notice states that the Applicant proposes to
apply to the Secretary of State under Section 37 of the PA
2008 for the DCO. As noted above, the following wording
was included on the notice:

Notice is hereby given that AQUIND Limited of OGN House,
Hadrian Way, Wallsend, NE28 6HL (hereafter referred to as

"AQUIND") intends to apply to the Secretary of State under
section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the "Act") for a
Development Consent Order ("DCQ") to authorise the
construction and operation of a new High Voltage Direct
Current ("HVDC") marine and underground electric power
transmission link between the south coast of England and
Normandy in France, with the capacity to transmit up to
2,000 MW of electricity between France and Great Britain
("AQUIND Interconnector").

The Section 48 Notice states that the projectis a
development requiring environmental impact assessment.
The notice includes the following wording:

The Proposed Developmentis not of a type that is
detailed within either Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 to the
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017. However, due to the
environmental and human sensitivities within and
surrounding the Proposed Development, AQUIND has
decided to voluntarily undertake an Environmental
Impact Assessment ("EIA").

A Preliminary Environmental Information Report
("PEIR") has been produced based on information
compiled to date on the likely environmental impacts of
the Proposed Developmentand is being consulted as
part of the suite of consultation documents. AQUIND
will submitan Environmental Statement ("ES") and a
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Non-Technical Summary in support of its application for
a DCO to set out the findings of the EIA in due course.

(d) asummary of the The Section 48 Notice states that the proposed DCO would,
main proposals, amongst other things, authorise:

specifying the location
or route of the proposed
development;

UK onshore elements:

a. works at the existing National Grid Lovedean
substation near Lovedean in Hampshire where
AQUIND Interconnector will connect to the existing
Great Britain electricity grid;

b. high voltage alternating current ("HVAC")
underground cables, connecting the Lovedean
substation to a new converter station;

c. the construction of a converter station located to the
west of Lovedean village, comprising a mix of
buildings and outdoor electrical equipment;

d. underground high voltage direct current (“HVDC’)
cables together with a fibre optic cable from the
converter station near Lovedean to the proposed
landfall site in Eastney (near Portsmouth),
approximately 20 kilometres in length; and

UK offshore elements:

e. four submarine cables approximately 100 kilometres
in length between England and the border of the
Exclusive Economic Zone with France, which can be
bundled in pairs, and small diameter fibre optic
cables for data transmission.

(e) a statement that the  The Section 48 Notice states that copies of the details of the

documents, plans and proposals, environmental reports, plans, maps and other
maps showing the documents may be inspected free of charge from

nature and location of Wednesday 27 February 2019 until midnight on Monday 29
the proposed April 2019 at the locations and times set out below:

development are
available for inspection
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free of charge at the
places (including at
least one address in the
vicinity of the proposed
development) and times
set out in the notice;

Venue

D=

AQUi

Opening Times

Beddow Library,
Milton Road,
Milton,
Portsmouth,
PO4 8PR

Waterlooville
Library, The
Precinct,
Waterlooville,
PO7 7DT

Horndean
Library, 12
Fiveheads Road,
Horndean,
Waterlooville,
PO8 9NW

Portsmouth City
Council, Civic
Offices,
Guildhall Walk,
Portsmouth,
PO1 2AL

Havant Borough
Council, Public
Service Plaza,
Civic Centre
Road, Havant,
PO9 2AX

Winchester City
Council, City
Offices,
Colebrook
Street,
Winchester,
S0239LJ

Hampshire
County Council,
The Castle,

Mon, Tue & Fri: 09:30 —
17:00

Wed & Thu: 09:30 — 18:00
Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

Mon, Tue, Wed & Sat:

9:00 —17:00
Thu & Fri: 09:00 — 19:00

Mon & Thu: 14:00 — 17:00

Wed: 10:00 — 13:00 &
14:00 — 17:00

Friday: 14:00 — 19:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 - 16:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 — 17:00

Mon — Thu: 08:30 — 17:00
Fri: 08:30 — 16:30

Mon — Fri: 08:30 — 18:00
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(f) the latest date on
which those documents,
plans and maps will be
available for inspection
(being a date not earlier
than the deadline in
subparagraph (i));

Winchester,
S023 8UJ

Central Library,
Portsmouth City

D=

AQUi

Mon & Fri: 09:30 — 17:00

Council, . 020 _
Guildhall '{;%OWed & Thu: 09:30
Square, :

Portsmouth, Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

PO1 2DX

Cosham Library,

Mon, Tue & Thu: 09:30 —

Spur Road, 18:00

Cosham, . _
Portsmouth, Wed & Fri: 09:30 —17:00
PO6 3EB Sat: 10:00 — 15:30
Petersfield

Library, 27 The Mo.n, Tue, Thu & Sat:
Petersfield, Wed & Fri: 09:00 — 19:00
GU32 3HH

Copies of the Consultation Documents were also stated to
be available to view and download on the consultation
website at www.aguindconsultation.co.uk and may be

requested from the e-mail or postal addresses below or by

phone on 01962 893869.

The Section 48 Notice states that copies of the details of the
proposals, environmental reports, plans, maps and other
documents may be inspected free of charge from 27
February 2019 until midnight on 29 April 2019.

The notice states that:

The documents, plans and maps showing the nature and
location of the Proposed Development, including the PEIR
(with a non-technical summary) ("Consultation Documents")
are available to view free of charge during the consultation,
which will run from Wednesday 27 February 2019 until
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(g) whether a charge will
be made for copies of
any of the documents,
plans or maps and the
amount of any charge;

(h) details of how to
respond to the publicity;
and
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midnighton Monday 29 April 2019 at the locations and
times set out [in the table above].

The Section 48 notice states that copies of the consultation
documents can be requested and that information can be
provided free of charge on a USB device. Hard copies of the
documents can be provided upon request, subject to
printing and delivery costs.

Copies of the Consultation Documents are also available
to view and download on the consultation website at
www.aquindconsultation.co.uk and may be requested from
the e-mail or postal addresses below or by phone on
01962 893869. Where copies of the Consultation
Documents are requested, they can be provided free of
charge on a USB Memory Stick. Hard copies of the
consultation documents can be provided on request
(subject to printing and delivery costs).

The Section 48 notice states that:

Responses or other representations in respect of the
Proposed Developmentshould be sentin witing to
AQUIND by e-mail to aquindconsultation@becg.com or
via freepost to AQUIND CONSULTATION:.

All responses must (i) be received by AQUIND on no
later than midnighton Monday 29 April 2019, (ii) be made
in witing (e-mail or letter format), (iii) state the grounds of
the response or representation, (iv) indicate who is
making the response or representation, and (v) give an
address to which correspondence relating to the
response or representation may be sent. Postal
responses will be accepted up to three working days after
this deadline and responses received after this date will
not be taken into consideration. Please note that
responses or other representations may be made public.
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13.3.2.1.

13.3.2.2.
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() adeadline for receipt  The Section 48 notice stated the following, which resulted in
of those responses by a period of 54 days for online comments, or 57 days for

the applicant, being not  postal comments:

less than 28 days
following the date when
the notice is last
published.

All responses must (i) be received by AQUIND on no later
than midnighton Monday 29 April 2019... Postal responses
will be accepted up to three working days after this deadline
and responses received after this date will not be taken into
consideration.

THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017

Regulation 11 relates to the procedure to facilitate the preparation of environmental

statements. Regulation 13 relates to pre-application publicity under section 48 and
states:

Where the proposed application for an order granting developmentconsent is
an application for EIA development, the applicant must, at the same time as
publishing notice of the proposed application under section 48(1), send a copy
of that notice to the consultation bodies and to any person notified to the
applicant in accordance with requlation 11(1)(c).

Regulation 3(1) defines "the consultation bodies" as:

(@) a body prescribed under section 42(1)(a) (duty to consult) and listed in
column 1 of the table set out in Schedule 1 to the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 where the

circumstances set out in column 2 of that table are satisfied in respect of that
body;

(b) each authority that is within section 43 (local authorities for purposes of
section 42(1)(b)); and

(c) if the land to which the application, or proposed application, relates or any
part of that land is in Greater London, the Greater London Authority
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In accordance with this, a copy of the Section 48 notice was included in the Section
42 mailing to prescribed consultees, the MMO, the relevant local planning authorities
(including Portsmouth City Council, Havant Borough Council, East Hampshire District
Council, Winchester City Council, Hampshire County Council) and all persons
identified falling within s42(1)(d) of the PA 2008.

A copy of the covering letter sent to the consultation bodies is included in Appendix
5.1.6A.

In addition, over 80 hard copies of the Section 48 notice were displayed in locations
in or close to publicly accessible open space including parks, recreation areas/sports
fields and public footpaths. Care was taken to identify appropriate locations for site
notices along the route. Members of the project team checked that the notices were
in place on a weekly basis throughout the consultation period.
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STATUTORY CONSULTATION: RESPONSES
UNDER SECTION 47/48 OF THE PA 2008

14.1.

14.1.1.1.

14.1.1.2.

14.1.1.3.

14.2.

14.2.1.1.

14.2.1.2.

14.2.1.3.

INTRODUCTION

This chapter of the Consultation Report sets out the activity undertaken during formal
consultation under Section 47 of the PA 2008 for the Proposed Development.

This chapter also provides evidence of the Applicant’'s compliance with its duty under
Section 49 of the PA 2008 to have regard to consultation responses received under
Section 47 and Section 48 of the PA 2008.

Information relating to responses received under Section 42 of the PA 2008, and the
regard had by the Applicant under Section 49 of the PA 2008, is included in Chapter
11.

SCOPE OF THE CONSULTATION

In accordance with the SoCC, consultation took place from Wednesday 27 February
2019 until Monday 29 April 2019. Documentation was available online and via USBs
and hard copy at the public exhibition events, 10 deposit locations and upon request
from the project team.

As set out in Chapter 11.4 of this Report, Paragraph 1.4.2 of the Consultation
Document (Appendix 5.1.5A) described the changes to the Project following the
January — February 2018 consultation, including the changes made as a result of
feedback and Paragraph 1.4.3 clarified the scope of the consultation:

“As a result, the Proposed Development now being consulted on identifies:

* Arefined marine cable corridor;

* A preferred Landfall at Eastney;

* Anonshore cable corridor for the HVYDC underground cables from the Landfall
to the Converter Station, which currently includes an additional number of
potential route options which are still under consideration and which views are

sought on as part of this consultation; and

* Asingle preferred location for the Converter Station, with greater detail about
its proposed design and measures to mitigate its impact on the surrounding
environment.”

Further detail on the Scope of consultation and how it was presented to consultees
can be found in Chapter 11.4.
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UNDERTAKING CONSULTATION

In line with the details set out in the SoCC, the Applicant undertook statutory
consultation between Wednesday 27 February 2019 and Monday 29 April 2019.
The Applicant used a wide variety of tools aimed at Section 47 consultees to provide
information about the proposals and the consultation process in an accessible way
to encourage feedback. These tools included:

* Community consultation newsletter;
¢ Consultation Document;
* Feedback Form;
* Public exhibitions events;
* Posters;
*  Website; and
* Social media adverts.
LAUNCH OF FEBRUARY - APRIL 2019 STATUTORY CONSULTATION

To commence the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period, the Applicant
publicised the consultation in a number of ways in addition to the methods noted in
paragraph 12.1.5 to publicise the SoCC.

Newsletter: The Applicant issued a 4-page newsletter to 16,592 households and
businesses in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. A copy of the newsletter can
be found in Appendix 5.1.5E, and a summary of its contents is included in Chapter
11.5.

The newsletter was issued to those homes and businesses the Applicant believed to
be the most likely to be affected by the Proposed Development, and was distributed
by Royal Mail post on 23 February 2019. Maps illustrating the distribution area can
be found in the SoCC in Appendix 5.1.40.

The distribution area incorporated households and business within approximately
100m of the proposed onshore underground cable route, those within a 500m radius
of the proposed Landfall locations, and those properties within the vicinity of the
Converter Station.

In addition, the newsletter was also distributed to all non-statutory consultees via
Royal Mail post (where postal addresses were available) on 23 February 2019, and
via email on 27 February 2019. Additional non-statutory consultees who provided
their contact details after the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period had
begun, together with a small number of other non-statutory consultees that were not
on the original mailing, were contacted via email on 28 March 2019. An example of
this email can be found in Appendix 5.1.4R.
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An email was also issued on 19 February 2019 to angling stakeholders informing
them of the public events. This email can be found in Appendix 5.1.4S.

Following detailed review of the mailing area and additional due diligence, a further
359 direct invitations were issued to households and businesses on 30 March 2018
when it was discovered that access to these properties may be directly affected
during construction. Those invitations issued as part of this mailing provided the
recipients with a 28-day period to respond to the consultation, in line with the
requirements of the PA 2008.

These households received a copy of the same newsletter distributed to the
addresses outlined in paragraph 14.3.2.2, which is available at Appendix 5.1.6E.

Press Release: To ensure the wider community was aware of the consultation, in
addition to the statutory notices published in the relevant newspapers (see Chapter
12 for further details on Section 47 notices), a detailed press release was issued to
the Portsmouth News (circulation: 34,960), Horndean Post (circulation: 6,574), and
Hampshire Chronicle (circulation: 7,973) on 27 February 2019. The press release
contained the following information:

* Anoverview of the Proposed Development;

* Background to the Applicant;

* Details of the public exhibition events;

* Details of the deposit locations;

* Details about the deadline for responses; and

* The Applicant’s contact information including the freephone information line
and the website address.

A copy of the press release is available in Appendix5.1.4T.

Following the issue of the press release, a number of articles were published relating
to the Proposed Development in the local media. Copies of the coverage obtained
can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.4U.

Facebook Adverts: To raise further awareness of the February — April 2019
statutory consultation and encourage the local community to provide their feedback,
the Applicant published a Facebook advert that was viewable by approximately
320,000 individuals living within the area potentially affected by the Proposed
Development. A map of the distribution area can be found in Appendix 5.1.4V

The advert directed users to the dedicated UK consultation website where they could
find more information on the public exhibition events and consultation process, as
well as the deadline for feedback.
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The advert ran for 62 days from Wednesday 27 February to Monday 29 April 2019
inclusive, reaching 115,114 individuals and directing 2,106 users to the UK
consultation website.

A copy of the Facebook advert and distribution area is available in Appendix 5.1.4V.
Posters/Site Notices: Posters/site notices providing details of the public exhibition
events, deposit locations, feedback methods and contact details were placed at key
locations in the vicinity of the area affected by the Proposed Development, including
at intervals along the indicative underground cable route and in the vicinity of both
the Landfall and Converter Station locations. In line with the commitments of the
SoCC, notices publicising the public exhibitions were placed at key locations for the
fishing community including at Portsmouth Harbour, Camber Dock, Eastney Harbour,
Langstone Harbour, Selsey Town Centre, Chichester Harbour and Bembridge
Harbour.

Copies of the notices and posters in situ can be found in Appendices 5.1.5G.
CONSULTATION MATERIALS

Chapter 11.5 sets out the consultation materials made available during the statutory
consultation period and provides an overview of their contents. These were:

e Consultation Document, providing a detailed explanation of the proposals
and the key issues to be considered during the consultation;

* Preliminary Environmental Impact Report (“PEIR’) and Technical
Appendices;

* Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR;
* Red line plans;

* The Consultation Newsletter; and

* Feedback form.

These materials were made available atthe public exhibition events, on the
Proposed Development website, and at the Deposit Locations noted below.

PUBLIC EXHIBITION EVENTS

The Applicant hosted nine public exhibition events to display plans for the Proposed
Development. Details of each event are outlined in Table 14.1 below:
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Table 14-1 - Details of public exhibition events

Date

Venue

Address

D=

Opening Times

7 March 2019

8 March 2019

14 March 2019

16 March 2019

21 March 2019

22 March 2019

23 March 2019

30 March 2019

5 April 2019

Broad Oak Sports &
Social Club

Eastney Community
Centre

Jubilee Hall

The Drayton Centre

Waterlooville
Community Centre

Acorn Community
Centre

Deverall Hall

Milton Village
Community Hall

Denmead War
Memorial Hall

Airport Service
Road, Portsmouth,
PO3 5PB

Bransbury Park,
Bransbury Road,
Eastney,
Portsmouth, PO4
9Su

Crouch Lane,
Horndean,
Waterlooville,
Hampshire, POS8
9SuU

238 Havant Road,
Portsmouth, PO6
1PA

10 Maurepas Way,
Waterlooville, PO7
TAY

3 The Kestrels,
Wecock Farm,
Waterlooville,
Hampshire, PO8
9UX

84 London Road,
Purbrook,
Waterlooville, PO7
5JU

182 Milton Road,
Southsea, PO4 8PR

Hambledon Road,
Denmead, PO7
6PW

16:00 — 20:00
16:00 — 20:00
16:00 — 20:00
10:00 —14:00
16:00 — 20:00
16:00 — 20:00
10:00 —14:00
11:30 - 15:30
16:00 — 20:00
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14.3.4.2. The nine venues selected were chosen due to their close proximity to the proposed
onshore underground cable route, Converter Station and Landfall locations. The date
and timings of the events were intended to encourage maximum participation from
the local community, whilst all venues had disabled access.
14.3.4.3. Each public exhibition event gave the local community the opportunity to view plans
for the Proposed Development, speak with the project team and provide their
feedback.
14.3.4.4. The nine public exhibition events were attended by a total of 709 individuals. Photos
of each public exhibition event can be found in Appendix 5.1.4W. A set of public
exhibition information boards were produced and available to view at each of the
public exhibition events. These boards contained the following information:
* Information about the Applicant;
*  Overview of the Proposed Development;
* Benefits of AQUIND Interconnector;
* Evolution of the proposals;
* Elements that feedback was being sought on;
* Information on the location, equipment, construction, operation design and
landscape principles of the proposed UK Converter Station;
*  Proposed UK onshore underground cable route, including route options in
Sections 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9;
* Information on installation of the onshore underground cables and the
approach to traffic management;
*  Proposed UK landfall location;
* UK offshore elements of the Proposed Development;
* Information regarding the DCO planning process;
* Anticipated project timescales;
* How to respond to the consultation (and the deadline for responses); and
* Contact information.
14.3.4.5. The exhibition boards were made available to view on the UK consultation website
throughout the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period. A copy of the
exhibition boards can be found in Appendix 5.1.5F.
14.3.4.6. Additional materials were also available at the exhibition, which included the
following:
* Hard copies of the Consultation Document;
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Hard copies of the Consultation Newsletter;

A hard copy of the PEIR;

Hard copies of the Non-technical summary of the PEIR;
Hard copies of the SoCC;

Hard copies of the Red Line Boundary overview;

Hard copies of the Red Line Boundary Sections;

Hard copies of the Section 47 notice;

Hard copies of the Section 48 notice;

Customisable acetate sheets illustrating the onshore underground cable
route options in Sections 3, 5,6, 8and 9;

Indicative Sections of the onshore underground and marine cables and
protective ducting;

Feedback forms (normal and large-print), containing information on the
deadline for response;

IPads, for registering attendance;

Freepost envelopes, to return completed feedback forms;

A ballot box to deposit completed feedback forms;

An A4 copy of the press advert;

A hard copy of the distribution area for the invitation newsletter;
Directional signage to lead attendees into the venue; and

An opportunity to request further information.

14.3.5. DEPOSIT LOCATIONS
14.3.5.1. As detailed in the SoCC, the consultation documents were made available online at
www.aquindconsultation.co.uk and in hard copy (free of charge) at the deposit

locations
20109.

listed below between Wednesday 27 February 2019 and Monday 29 April

14.3.5.2. At the advertised deposit locations, the following consultation documents were made

available:

Consultation newsletter;
Consultation Document;
PEIR;

Non-technical summary of the PEIR;
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* Feedback forms (with freepost envelopes); and

* USB memory sticks (containing the full suite of consultation documents).

A hard copy of the SoCC and Section 48 notice were also available at the deposit

locations, together with contact information cards.

Table 14-2 - List of deposit locations

Venue

The list of deposit locations is as follows:

Opening Times

Beddow Library, Milton Road, Milton,
Portsmouth, PO4 8PR

Waterlooville Library, The Precinct,
Waterlooville, PO7 7DT

Horndean Library, 12 Fiveheads Road,
Horndean, Waterlooville, PO8 9NW

Portsmouth City Council, Civic Offices,
Guildhall Walk, Portsmouth, PO1 2AL

Havant Borough Council, Public Service
Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, PO9
2AX

Winchester City Council, City Offices,
Colebrook Street, Winchester, SO23 9LJ

Hampshire County Council, The Castle,
Winchester, SO23 8UJ

Central Library, Portsmouth City Council,
Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, PO1 2DX

Cosham Library, Spur Road, Cosham,
Portsmouth, PO6 3EB

Mon, Tue & Fri: 09:30 — 17:00
Wed & Thu: 09:30 — 18:00
Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

Mon, Tue, Wed & Sat: 9:00 —17:00
Thu & Fri: 09:00 — 19:00

Mon & Thu: 14:00 — 17:00
Wed: 10:00 — 13:00 & 14:00 — 17:00
Friday: 14:00 — 19:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 - 16:00

Mon — Fri: 09:00 — 17:00

Mon — Thu; 08:30 —17:00
Fri: 08:30 — 16:30

Mon — Fri: 08:30 — 18:00

Mon & Fri: 09:30 — 17:00
Tue, Wed & Thu: 09:30 — 18:00
Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

Mon, Tue & Thu: 09:30 — 18:00
Wed & Fri: 09:30 —17:00
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Venue Opening Times

Sat: 10:00 — 15:30

Petersfield Library, 27 The Square, Mon, Tue, Thu & Sat: 09:00 —17:00
Petersfield, GU32 3HH Wed & Fri: 09:00 — 19:00
14.3.5.5. All deposit locations were provided with the contact details of the project team and

told to request additional documentation if supplies of any of the consultation
documents were running low. One request was received from Cosham Library on 5
March 2019 for additional feedback forms and USBs, which were delivered on 7
March 2019.

14.3.6. COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY BRIEFINGS
14.3.6.1. As outlined in the SoCC, the Applicant undertook a number of community briefings
with groups and stakeholders who expressed an interest in such a meeting. At each
briefing, the project team gave a presentation detailing the Proposed Development
that the Applicant was consulting on as part of the February — April 2019 consultation
period, whilst attendees were also given the opportunity to ask questions. Details of
all community briefings undertaken are detailed in the table below:
Table 14-3 - List of Community Briefings
Date Organisation Main topics of discussion
6 March 2019 Denmead Parish Council * Onshore underground cable
route
* Traffic management
* Converter Station (noise,
visual impact, landscaping,
location)
* DCO process
*  Project finance
* Maintenance
* Health impacts
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Date Organisation Main topics of discussion
7 March 2019 East Southsea Neighbourhood * Landfall
Forum

* Consultation
* Need for interconnectors
*  The Applicant’s background
* Traffic management
20 March 2019 Milton Neighbourhood Forum * Onshore underground cable
route
¢ Construction
* Health impacts
* Traffic management
26 March 2019 Winchester City Council — * Converter Station (design

Elected Member and Senior principles, visual impact)

Planning Officers
* Onshore underground cable

route
* Consultation
2 April 2019 Hampshire Astronomical Group * Converter Station (lighting)
8 April 2019 Horndean Parish Council * Converter Station (design
principles, visual impact)
* Traffic management
* Construction

* Health impacts

* Project timescales

14.3.7.
14.3.8. WEBSITE
14.3.8.1. Throughout the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period, the UK

consultation website, hosted at www.aquindconsultation.co.uk, contained the
following information:

* Information on the Proposed Development;
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* Information on the Applicant;

* Copies of all consultation documents;

* An online version of the feedback form;

*  Project FAQs;

* News and events;

* Information about the pre-application consultation process;

* Project timeline, and details on the deadline for submission of feedback to
the consultation;

* Information on the Project of Common Interest (‘PCI’) designation; and
* Contact detalils.

Throughout the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period, the website was
viewed by a total of 4,667 users.

The Project FAQs and timeline were updated prior to the start of the consultation
period on 27 February 2019 to cover a range of likely questions relating to the
consultation, as well as providing further information contained within the various
consultation documents.

FEEDBACK MECHANISMS
HARD COPY FEEDBACK FORM (INC. LARGE PRINT)

Members of the local community were able to provide their feedback via hard copy
feedback forms, which were available at all nine public exhibition events and all 10
deposit locations. These could be filled in at the events and posted into the ballot box
provided, or taken away and returned using the freepost envelopes provided, or via
the project’s freepost address “Freepost AQUIND Consultation” and scanned in and
returned by email. An overview of the questions posed on the Feedback Form is
included in Chapter 11.5.

Large print feedback forms were available at all public exhibition events, and upon
request via the freephone information line and consultation email address.

Hard copy feedback forms received by post were accepted up to Thursday 2 May,
three working days following the end of the February — April 2019 statutory
consultation period to allow additional time for forms posted on 29 April 2019, the
final day of the consultation period, to be received by the project team. All responses
received by this deadline were analysed and used to refine the final plans for the
Proposed Development.
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In addition, two feedback responses were received subsequent to the feedback
deadline, which the Applicant also had regard to when finalising the plans submitted
for the Proposed Development

ONLINE FEEDBACK FORM

Individuals were also able to complete a feedback form on the UK consultation
website, hosted at www.aquindconsultation.co.uk. Responses were accepted up until
Midnight on Monday 29 April 2019, following which the feedback form was removed
from the website.

ENGAGEMENT WITH HARD-TO-REACH GROUPS

In addition to the above noted focus on general engagement with local people living
within the vicinity of the Proposed Development, the Applicant sought to encourage
as wide a participation to its statutory consultation as possible.

Reference to engagement and consultation with ‘hard to reach’ groups was included
within the SoCC and discussed with relevant local authorities and the Marine
Management Organisation (see Chapter 12). ‘Hard-to-Reach’ and ‘Seldom Heard’
Groups are defined as groups within society that are typically under-represented in
the planning process or have limited capacity for involvement.

Prior to the February — April 2019 statutory consultation, the Applicant engaged with
the LPAs who were formally consulted on the SoCC, together with the directly
affected parish councils to identify any additional local stakeholders that should be
invited to partake in the consultation, including ‘hard to reach’ groups.

The Applicant engaged with the following parish councils to discuss the local
consultation and identify any ‘hard to reach’ groups within the vicinity:

* Horndean Parish Council;
e Denmead Parish Council; and
e Southwick & Widley Parish Council.

The Applicant sent invitations to all groups suggested by the above parties, where
contact details were publicly available or provided by the Local Planning Authorities
or parish councils. A list of all groups suggested by the LPAs and relevant parish
councils to which invitations were sent is available in Appendix 5.1.4.

Briefings were offered to a number of ‘hard to reach® community groups and
stakeholders during the consultation, details of which are outlined in Chapter 5. A list
of community briefings undertaken is included in Chapter 14.3.5.

Following interest from one particular elderly resident who stated that they and their
neighbours had difficulty attending a public exhibition event and accessing the
consultation materials via the website, the Applicant offered a briefing to the resident
and their neighbours in question.
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After speaking extensively with the project team, the resident felt that their questions,
and those of their neighbours, had been suitably answered and so declined the offer
of a briefing.

The following methods were used to inform local communities, including ‘hard to
reach’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups of the opportunities to get involved with the
consultation on the Proposed Development:

* Newsletters within the identified Primary Consultation Zone;

* Newspaper adverts;

* Letters to elected representatives, parish councils and local groups;
¢ Social media adverts;

* Posters at various locations, as outlined inthe SoCC; and

* Site notices were erected along the proposed onshore underground cable
route.

Copies of the posters are available in Appendix 5.1.4A, whilst photos of the site
notices in situ can be viewed in Appendix 5.1.5G.

In addition, the project team had language sheets at each event. This enabled the
project team to identify any attendee’s first language (if not English) and arrange for
a translator to provide the relevant information to the attendee in their chosen
language. In the event, no such requests were received.

In preparing the consultation documents, the Applicant also attempted to minimise
the dual use of red and green colouring to minimise any potential impact on members
of the local community who were colour-blind.

All nine public exhibition event venues and all 10 deposit locations had step free
access available to ensure the February — April 2019 statutory consultation was
accessible to those with physical disabilities.

Furthermore, the Applicant ensured that the consultation documents were available
through a wide range of methods, including online and in hard copy format. Members
of the local community who were unable to attend a public exhibition event, visit a
deposit location and did not have access to the internet were able to request a USB
from the project team containing all consultation documents, which was provided free
of charge. Those without internet access were also able to request hard copies of the
documents to be posted to them.

RESPONSES FROM SECTION47/48 CONSULTEES

Chapter 8 of the Consultation Report contains a summary of the consultation
undertaken, the feedback received, and the regard had to that feedback during all
periods prior to the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period.
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This extensive preliminary work that was undertaken resulted in refinements to the
Proposed Development during the period leading up to the statutory consultation
period. The Applicant had regard to the feedback received during the January —
February 2018 non-statutory consultation and refined the proposals where possible
as a result.

This Chapter of the Consultation Report sets out how the Applicant has complied with
its duty under Section 49 of the PA 2008 to have regard to consultation responses
received under Section 47 and 48 of the PA 2008. Information pertaining to Section
42 is presented in Chapter 11 of this Report.

Given that no responses were identified as having resulted specifically from
notification under Section 48, the Applicant has decided to treat all responses not
identified as those received under Section 47 within this Section, ie as dual
consultees.

Summary of Feedback and regard had by the Applicant

Feedback was gathered from a variety of sources (explained in Chapter 14.4), and
was collected, managed and stored in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR).

The feedback form was structured in a way that requested specific comment from
respondents on the key areas being consulted upon, including:

* Lovedean — Convertor Station Area;
* Onshore underground cable route;
e Landfall Location;

* Marine Cable;

* Construction;

¢ Consultation; and

* Any General Comments.

A full list of the questions posed on the form is outlined in paragraph 14.2.1.7 at the
beginning of this Chapter, and a copy of the feedback form can be found in Appendix
5.1.6B.

Responses were received from 155 respondents, including 98 hard-copy feedback
forms, 52 online feedback forms and five written responses.

Table 14.4 below provides a summary of the key comments made during the
February to April 2019 Section 47 consultation process, together with an explanation
in summary of how the Applicant has had regard to the comments.
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Table 14-4 - Summary of key consultation responses and regard had by the Applicant

General Comment/Issue Total
Comments

Respondents noted concerns about increased traffic and disruption
to highway network along the underground cable route, at the 84
Convertor Station and at Landfall.

No comments / No view / Not my area 60

Cable Route Option 3c is the most disruptive (impact on traffic, on
residents) and is least preferable for ‘Section 3’ of the Underground 39

Cable Route
Concerned about noise (operational and construction) 38
Concerned about visual impact of Converter Station 30

Concerned about access to properties during construction of the

underground cable route corridor 17
Concerned at impacts of the summer holiday season when devising 17
a potential construction timetable
Cable Route Option 3a(i) minimises disruption and is most 15
preferable for ‘Section 3’ of the Underground Cable Route
Concerned about lighting impact during construction 14
General supportive statement about the Proposed Development 13
Cable Route Option 8c(i) minimises disruption and is most 12
preferable for ‘Section 8’ of the Underground Cable Route
Peak times / rush hour need to be considered when developing a 12
traffic management plan
Concerned at impact on marine wildlife and environment 11
Concerned about cable route affecting densely populated / 10
residential areas (general comment)
Option 3a(ii) minimises disruption for ‘Section 3’ of the Underground 10
Cable Route
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General Comment/lssue Total
Comments

Desire to consider football matchdays when devising a potential

construction timetable 10
Queries relating to the impact of Brexit on the Proposed 10
Development
Concerned about parking 10
14.6.1.2. An overview of the specific issues raised in response to each key element of the

Proposed Development can be found below, along with an explanation of how the
Applicant had regard to the feedback received.

14.6.1.3. Due to the localised nature of some of the specific questions and areas for
consideration, there were often number of respondents to each question that noted

that either they were unable to comment as they did not know the area, or that they
had no view.
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Table 14-5 - Summary of issues raised in responses to Section 47 and Section 48 consultees and regard had by the Applicant

Summary Issue

Change?

Regard had by the Applicant

LOVEDEAN - CONVERTER STATION AREA

The most frequent comments in relation to this area indicated contentment with the approach to design but raised concerns regarding the visual impact, operational noise and construction
noise, lighting, as well as increased traffic during construction. Some respondents mentioned that they were concerned about the project’s impact on the South Downs National Park (SDNPA).

A full, detailed breakdown of responses related to the Converter Station Area is included in the Feedback Analysis Report, which can be found in Appendix 5.1.4Y.

Design and landscaping

Concern was raised that insufficient detail had been given on the design and planting
mitigation proposed. There was a desire for the design of the Converter Station to blend
in with the surrounding countryside with more screening and tree planting proposed to
disguise the building. This screening should take into account the changing seasons and
different colours of leaves throughout the year.

The height and scale of the building were noted as a concern by a number of
respondents, in particular, the proximity of the building to the SDNP and likely impacts.
Several respondents commented that they wanted the building to be lowered or “sunk”
into the ground as much as possible to minimise the height and scale of the building,
especially when compared against the existing treeline and height of surrounding
buildings.

Some were in support of the use of cladding and breaking it up with colours to
‘camouflage” the building. A few comments were received relating to the design of the
building, that it should be more ‘imaginative’ and noting that a ‘curved’ roof would not be
appropriate.

Other respondents stated that they had no issues with the design parameter approach
and thought the use of a varied colour palette on cladding would reduce but not remove
the visual intrusion with the landscape. Respondents also supported the proposals for
further planting, using mature trees and tall species of vegetation to increase the level of
screening. In particular, responses were received highlighting a desire for improved
landscaping to the west/south west.

The Applicant has met with WCC, EHDC and SDNPA on several occasions to discuss
the Converter Station design and landscape mitigation proposals since the close of the
consultation. In response to concerns over the level of detail given on the design and
planting mitigation, a maximum parameter envelope was defined for the Converter
Station supported by Parameter Plans, Parameter Tables and a set of Design
Principles to provide flexibility but also a satisfactory level of detail. The Design
Principles are secured through the Design and Access Statement (‘DAS’) (document
reference: 5.5) and a requirement in the draft DCO (document reference 3.1). This
covers general, building design, landscape design and sustainability principles. The
detailed design of the Converter Station will need to adhere to the Design Principles
and would be subject to approval by WCC, EHDC in consultation within the South
Downs National Park Authority.

The Design Principles make specific reference to integrating the Converter Station
sympathetically into its surroundings, the use of colour to complement the surrounding
landscape and minimise visual impacts as well as the retention and enhancement of
existing surrounding vegetation, and the introduction of new vegetation to serve a
visual screening function.

The Design Principles seek, where practicable and subject to environmental
constraints, to ensure that the construction platform will be cut into the hill slope to
reduce the building’s ridge level with naturalistic landforms providing further screening
in response to concerns over visual impacts, particularly in relation to immediate
residents and recreational users and its proximity to the SDNP.

In response to comments, curved corners, cladding, colour and the gradation of colours
across the building are proposed in the Design Principles, softening and breaking up
the building’s mass and reducing its visual impact.
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Visual effects

Linked to the above many expressed general concern about the visual impact, from
SDNP, local residences near the building and views from the surrounding area.

The most frequent responses (from 13 respondents) relating to the Convertor Station
noted a general concern about the visual impact of the Convertor Station.

Noise

Some responses raised concern with both operational and construction noise of the
Converter Station.

Indicative landscape mitigation plans to support the Landscape and Visual Amenity
Chapter have been prepared alongside landscape design principles drawing on
comments from respondents. Further tree planting has been introduced particularly to
the west / south west in the form of woodland planting and scrub, and measures sought
to enhance existing hedgerows where practicable.

The detailed design of the Converter Station will be approved by the relevant local
planning authority in discussions with the South Downs National Park Authority.

The design of the building must adhere to a set of Design Principles which accompany
the Application and are referred to in the Design and Access Statement. The Design
Principles seek to minimise the visual impact of the Converter Station. The following
have been considered where practicable and subject to environmental constraints:

e The Converter Station will integrate sympathetically into the surrounding
topography.

e The construction platform will be cut into the hill slope to reduce the building’s ridge
level and excess fill used to create naturalistic landforms to increase visual
screening.

e The surfacing and landscaping of the Access Road will be considered in detailed
design to minimise its visual impact.

e The building design will reduce / soften visual impact considering cladding, roofing,
colour and mass.

e Surrounding existing vegetation will be retained to screen immediate views of the
Converter Station.

e New planting will be introduced to provide screening for immediate residents and
recreational users.

It is considered that the visual impact of the Converter Station will reduce with distance
and due to intervening vegetation, built form and topography, with limited impacts from
middle and distant views.

Residential receptors within approximately 1 km of the Converter Station have been
assessed for operation, and within 300 m for construction. The assessment methodology
and criteria have been agreed with the local planning authorities and are in accordance
with the relevant British Standards (BS4142:2014 for converter station operation and
BS5228-1:2009+A1:2014 for converter station construction).
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Some stated that they wanted to be sure that the operational noise would be no louder
than the existing NGET substation. The potential for a “hum” was also raised with one
response expressing concern about this for people with hearing aids.

For construction noise a handful of responses asked about the potential for
compensation for the impacts.

Various comments requested clarity on timing of construction and that noise should only
be permitted between 8am and 6pm, Monday to Friday, with no night working and
restrictions during the summer period.

The issue of weather conditions was also raised by some respondents to ensure that
this is taken into account when assessing noise at the site (for example westerly winds
may carry noise further afield).

One respondent was concerned about the proximity of the Converter Station to the
Ancient Woodland and potential disruption due to noise to species that depend on them.

Construction Traffic Y

The use of construction vehicles (HGVs) on the narrow lanes around the substation was
raised as a concern by local residents, in particular along Lovedean Lane, Day Lane and
Broadway Lane.

Some expressed preference for the construction traffic to use the A3M rather than local
roads to get to the site or that it should be split between Horndean and Waterlooville
(B2150) however, concern was also raised by some respondents about the ability of
those roads to cope with construction traffic, in terms of quality of road and capacity.

For the operational assessment, the noise modelling prediction methodology assumes a
reasonable worst-case with respect to wind speed and direction (i.e. the converter station
is upwind of the sensitive receptors and the wind speed is 1-5 m/s).

Tonal characteristics (e.g. hums) from the operational converter station have been
considered through an assessment of the noise levels across different frequencies
(known as octave bands). This methodology was discussed and agreed with the local
planning authorities who had particular focus on ensuring low frequency noise from the
Converter Station was adequately and robustly assessed.

During operation, negligible effects are predicted for all but one receptor where a minor
effect is predicted during the night-time. Additional mitigation has been considered which
reduces the effect to negligible.

During all aspects of the Converter Station construction, best practise noise and vibration
mitigation measures will be employed to minimise impacts. Direct, temporary, short-term
minor (not significant) effects and direct, temporary medium-term negligible (not
significant) effects are identified at receptors in the Converter Station study area during
construction...

Construction hours for the proposed Converter Station are Monday to Friday 0800 to
1800, and Saturday 0800 to 1300.

Chapter 16 of the ES assesses ecology (document reference: 6.1.16) and this does
consider impact on species and Ancient Woodland and concludes a negligible effect.

Management and routing of construction traffic for the Converter Station and traffic
impacts during the installation of the onshore cable has been carefully considered. A
Transport Assessment (document reference: 6.3.22.1) has been prepared by the
Application with scope agreed with the highways authorities of HCC and PCC.

The Framework Traffic Management Strategy (‘TMS’) (document reference Appendix
22.1 —6.3.22.1A) will be approved by the Highway Authority post consent. This will help
manage road safety for all road users along Lovedean Lane, Day Lane and Broadway
Lane, including temporary traffic signals and temporary speed limits in locations agreed
with the Highway Authority.
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Individual responses also raised concern about impact to horseriders, cyclists and
pedestrians along the route.

Access to properties during the construction period was also raised in the context of
understanding whether access would be maintained.

Some respondents noted the desire to avoid construction deliveries during weekends
and at peak hours to avoid impacts on local traffic.

One respondent also questioned the environmental impact of construction traffic
emissions.

The Framework Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference Appendix
22.2) states at paragraph 1.3.1.1 that individual CTMPs will be provided to each
contractor and will be agreed with the relevant Highway Authority. The CTMPs will
contain, amongst other things, details of vehicle routing plans, highway condition surveys
and any alterations to the highway to enable construction including temporary and
permanent.

Where construction works do obstruct a footway a minimum unobstructed width of 1.0 m
will be provided alongside the construction corridor and where this is not possible a safe
alternative route will be provided. This will include provision of suitable crossing facilities
where required, including temporary replacement of existing pedestrian crossings that
may need to be closed to facilitate construction.

Where there are shared-use paths or cycleways impacted by the works these will be kept
open if possible, or a suitable diversion route provided.

Where full closure of cycle route is necessary and diversion routes are unsuitable
temporary cycle facilities will be provided past the construction corridor where possible,
such as on the Eastern Road shared-use path. This could be completed as part of a full
lane closure or through provision of a temporary off-road route. The width of these
temporary routes will be 2.5 m where possible, with a minimum of 1.5 m. If the temporary
route is provided over unmade ground, then footway boards will be used to provide a
formal surface.

For horseriders and users of the Public Rights of Way network, there is the potential for
the route to be closed temporarily during construction for safety purposes. To mitigate
this disruption, an alternative route will be provided along with signage in advance of the
temporary closure.

The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1 and the DCO (document reference 3.1) itself
limits working hours for construction traffic for the Converter Station, this will ensure
avoiding conflict with peak hour traffic and at weekends.

Access to properties and businesses along the Onshore Cable Corridor has been
considered in the FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A). Access to residential
properties will be maintained where possible but some vehicular restrictions will be
required when cable installation is underway immediately outside an access. This will
impact individual properties for a maximum of 1-2 weeks per circuit, during which time
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Summary Issue Change?
(Yes/No)
Site Selection N

Concern was raised about the appropriateness of the location for the Converter Station.

Some questioned why a brownfield/ industrial site could not have been found and
preferred the location to be off agricultural land.

Some however, noted that if another convertor station was required, then to situate itin
the proposed location was appropriate.

pedestrian and cycle access will be retained at all times. More detail is provided in the
FTMS

The Framework Construction Worker Travel Plan (FCWTP) (document reference
Appendix 22.2 Appendix 6) submitted with the application will have a number of benefits
including less vehicle congestion on local roads and improved local air quality (paragraph
1.2.1.1.2)

Following the identification of the Lovedean Substation as the agreed grid connection
point, and optioneering exercise was undertaken to consider the siting of the Converter
Station. Using a criterion based approach (see ES Chapter 2, Alternatives for further
detail) which included a minimum site area, a requirement to site the Converter Station
within 2 km of Lovedean Substation (due to and increased transmission losses over
greater distances), good highway access and avoiding areas of high environmental or
public amenity.

In considering these criteria, there were no suitable previously developed (brownfield or
industrial) sites within the search area. Additional consideration of the proximity of
Lovedean Substation to the South Downs National Park, statutory environmental
designations and the urban areas of Horndean, Cowplain and Denmead further restricted
the area of search. Within this refined area of search, a number of potential Converter
Stations locations were further considered with regards to their environmental, social and
economic, and engineering impacts which resulted in the identification of the preferred
Converter Station Location (Option B(i)) which was considered to present the least level
of impact within the existing environmental constraints. This preferred option has been
further considered with regards to the impact on established trees and hedgerows
resulting in an additional (microsited) option (Option B(ii)) being included within the
Application.
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EMF/Public Health

Three respondents raised specific concerns about EMF and potential impacts to public
health.

In particular, a few respondents queried whether any issues related to EMF would be
increased due to the proximity to NGET's substation.

Specific concerns were raised in relation to impact on hearing aids and medical
equipment (e.g. spinal cord stimulators).

Lighting
The majority of respondents that commented on lighting made a general statement
about seeking to ensure that there would be no impact from night-time lighting on the

Clanfield Observatory and SDNP Dark Skies policy. This included a response from the
Observatory.

Due to the earthed shielding of the HVAC Cables and HVDC Cables there will be no
electric field present along the Onshore Cable Route. There will also be no AC electric
field outside of the Converter Station due to the earthed perimeter fence.

The assessed components of the Proposed Development produce field strengths for
which are less than the public exposure limit contained within the International
Commission on Non-lonizing Radiation Protection (‘ICNIRP’) guidelines (endorsed by
the UK Health Protection Agency, the World Health Organisation and the UK
Government) in areas where the time of exposure to the general public is considered
significant.

With specific regard to the HVDC cables, the component of the proposed development
in closest proximity to residential dwellings and businesses, the HVDC cables have a
predicted peak magnetic flux density of 23 microtelsa (uUT) at 1 m above ground, which
corresponds to 0.06 % of the public exposure limit for DC magnetic fields. This magnetic
field decreases rapidly with distance from the cable and is about 2uT at 10 m from the
cable.

This does not include the earth’s geostatic field which varies with inclination, latitude,
longitude and elevation; ranging between from 25 to 65 pT at the earth’s surface.

The ICNIRP guideline indicate that some interference to impanated medical devices
from low-intensity devices has been recognised; however, it qualifies this by stating that
‘in general, the operation of these devices is not adversely affected by static fields
below 500 uT[1]" significantly below the cautionary guideline level directly above the
cable.

Converter Station will not be lit at night — Lighting will only be turned on at night during
exceptional circumstances, such as urgent maintenance activities that are rare events,
and there will be no permanent nocturnal lighting of the Converter Station. This will
avoid indirect disturbance impacts associated with the Converter Station’s operation on
ecological features (e.g. bats).

Discussions have been held with Clanfield Observatory who gave some suggestions for
types of lighting, these comments have been noted. Details of lighting are proposed to
be agreed with the relevant local authority before construction post DCO consent.
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Summary Issue Change?
(Yes/No)

Energy Policy N

In addition to comments on specific elements and environmental impacts of the

Proposed Development a number of respondents expressed views relating to UK energy

policy and queried the need for the Proposed Development.

A few responses asserted that the UK should be developing an independent power

policy for the UK with each country developing its own supply. Others wanted more

domestic renewable energy development, and further investment in nuclear.

Other Comments raised N

Other comments raised by consultees included:

Security: One respondent asked what the security arrangements would be for the
Convertor Station, and whether there would be manned security.

Groundwater: One respondent highlighted concerns about the impact in the local water
table and subsequent issues with drainage and flooding.

House prices: Three responses referenced a concern that the Proposed Development
would impact house prices.

Air Quality: One response mentioned a lack of information about the emissions from the
Converter Station.

Changing nature of consumer electricity demand (for example from electric vehicles,
electric heating and air conditioning) means that the total demand for electricity in the UK
Is expected to grow in the future. Alongside this, decarbonisation is driving shift in
generation mix towards renewable energy, to which wind and solar generation are
intermittent. Both factors are driving a need for a stronger electricity transmission network
to enable electricity to flow from generation sources to the final users. Electricity
interconnectors are a key part of this.

Specifically, interconnectors help integrate renewables by providing an import route at
times of low intermittent generation and export route at times of excess intermittent
generation thus reducing overall carbon emissions.

AQUIND Interconnector has been awarded the status of a Project of Common Interest
by the European Commission and approved by the European Parliament which
recognises that the Project will:

* have a significant positive impact on energy markets and market integration;
* boost competition on energy markets; and

* help the EU’s energy security and contribute to climate and energy goals by
integrating renewables.

Security: The Converter Station will be located within a securely fenced compound.
The Converter Station is designed for unmanned operation, but will include a small
maintenance team on 24/7 callout.

Groundwater: Groundwater level monitoring was undertaken during 2018 and
assessed against Environment Agency and Portsmouth City Council data, which has
been used to inform the identified mitigation measures to avoid or reduce significant
effects of drainage and flooding.

House Prices: The impact of a proposed development on house prices are not a
material planning consideration.

Air Quality: Operational effects atthe Converter Station (emissions, odour and traffic)
were scoped out of the ES as the interconnector table and Converter Station do not
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(Yes/No)
Community Benefits: A few responses questioned whether some benefit or cause emissions to air, do not provide odorous emissions, and traffic associated with
compensation would be available for the disruption caused. One response suggested maintenance is not expected to be significant.

building a visitor centre at the Convertor Station to increase understanding of the

Proposed Development.
Community Benefits: Discussions are ongoing with relevant authorities in this regard,
however itis considered that mitigation proposed is appropriate and proportionate to

Vibration: The requirement to implement vibration control during construction was mitigate the impacts of the Proposed Development and to date it has not been

raised to avoid any wider impacts to the surrounding area. evidenced how any of the proposed enhancements requested would satisfy the
relevant legislative tests to be valid planning obligations.

Vibration: Vibration has been assessed in accordance with British Standard BS 5228
with regards to the construction of the Proposed Development. All vibration inducing
activities are to be undertaken during daytime periods only with the exception of HDD-4
under the railway line in Farlington. Impacts of vibration during construction were found
to be negligible to minor.

ONSHORE UNDERGROUND CABLE ROUTE

The most frequent comments noted that the onshore underground cable would have significant impact on traffic and the existing highways network.

Of the cable route options presented as part of the consultation, the feedback received indicated that options 3a(i), 3a(ii), 5¢, 6a, 8c(i), and 9b(i) are preferred by the local community (within their
respective Cable Corridor Sections).

In terms of developing a traffic management plan to minimise disruption during the installation of the onshore underground cables, the main factor that respondents believed the Applicant should
take into consideration was that the route will cause significant disruption to the existing highways network, and that rush hour/peak times will need to be considered.

Where respondents were asked to provide further comments in relation to the onshore underground cable route, the most frequent comment received was in relation to concerns about access to
properties.

A full, detailed breakdown of responses related to the Onshore Underground Cable Route is included in the Feedback Analysis Report, which can be found in Appendix 5.1.4Y.

Route selection - general

Many respondents expressed concern about taking the cable route through the urban N Alternative cable routes and the reason for their discounting are included within ES
areas in Portsmouth, in particular along Eastern Road and Milton Road and the fact of Chapter 2, Alternatives (document reference: 6.1.2).
locating the landfall in Portsmouth at all.
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Some asked why the cables could not be routed through Hayling Island, through
Langstone Harbour, via water up to Milton Common or via water to Farlington Marshes
with the aim of keeping the route out of residential areas as much as possible.

Individual responses also highlighted concern along Hambledon Road, in particular from
Maurepas Way to Milton Road. Concern was also expressed about the use of London
Road through Purbrook, asking if consideration could be given to the proposed southern
access road that will connect the West of Waterlooville development to Purbrook Heath
Road. Some also suggested alternative routes utilising the A27 and A3, Portsdown Hill
Tunnels).

Of those who expressed “support”’ in response to Q3a of the feedback form (Do you
agree with the approach to the onshore underground cable route?), comments included
supporting use of bus lanes and hard shoulders to minimise delays on the A3 through
Purbrook up to Waterlooville and recognising that the cable “has to go somewhere”.

Other comments received included concerns about the impact of cable laying and Y
associated works for the Proposed Development on PCC coastal defences.

Others noted a concern about the impacts on air quality and pollution levels during
construction and cable laying.

Hayling Island considered a number of alternative options but was discounted due to a
lack of a suitable crossing to the mainland.

The options through Langstone Harbour (including up to Milton Common and Farlington
Marshes) were discounted due to engineering restrictions associated with the limited
access into Langstone Harbour, being too narrow for cable installation vessels, and
further restricted by the environmental designations (SAC, SPA, SSSI, Ramsar) and
likely resultant impacts.

The concerns raised with regards to the impact of the Proposed Developments on the
B2150 (Hambledon Road), A3 (London Road) and A2030 (Eastern Road) have been
considered in the refinement of the proposed development. Where possible the Onshore
Cable Route will seek to utilise highway verges, bus lanes and cycle paths to reduce
impacts on vehicular traffic. The application is further supported by an outline Traffic
Management Strategy which seeks to ensure the uninterrupted use of the highway by
vehicular traffic where possible.

Consideration was given to the use of the access roads within the West Waterlooville
Major Development Area (MDA), however due to the proposed timing of the construction
of the Proposed Development and the delivery programme of the MDA, providing
strategic housing and employment, the route was not considered a feasible alternative
to the use of the A3 London Road. More information on this is set out in Chapter 2 of the
ES, Alternatives (document reference: 6.1.2)

The Applicant has carried out consultation with East Solent Coastal Partnership with
regards to the interactions of the Proposed Development and the coastal defences. The
Proposed Development has had due regard to the existing and proposed coastal defence
works, and will be subject to ongoing consultation as part of the discharge of
Requirements.

Air quality and pollution has been assessed with regards to the Proposed Development
(see ES Chapter 23, Air Quality for further detail (document reference: 6.1.23) and the
associated impacts from changes to traffic flows on the local highway network. Mitigation
is included within the Outline Onshore CEMP and identify a negligible impact in terms of
local air quality, with a negligible beneficial effect associated with construction traffic.
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N

Traffic Management

In response to the question asking for views on any specific factors that should be taken Y
into account to aid the development of the Traffic Management Plan (question 3g of the
feedback form), a large amount of feedback was received. A full, detailed breakdown of
responses is included in the Feedback Analysis Report, which can be found in Appendix
5.1.4Y

Responses highlighted the need to avoid the football season, festivals and special events
(with the Victorious Festival, Munity Festival, Bank Holidays and the Great South Run
being specifically mentioned).

Avoiding school term time on Farlington Avenue (due to location of schools in Evelegh
Road) was also a key consideration.

The potential to allow night working and work at weekends and avoiding rush hour was
also raised by some respondents.

Avoiding impacts on Bransbury Park was noted by some respondents.

Avoiding impacts on Milton Road and Eastern Road was also a feature of the feedback
received.

Using bus lanes to minimise disruption, especially along the A3 was proposed by a
number of respondents.

Negligible beneficial, negligible adverse, slight adverse and moderate beneficial impacts
are associated with the impact on traffic flow changes within the local highway network.

The Applicant has noted the events suggested raised by consultees. The FTMS
(document reference 6.3.22.1A Appendix 22.2 Appendix 6) provides an indicative
programme for construction that considers environmental constraints, major events,
school terms and interaction between adjacent or nearby locations to minimise impact
where possible.

The Applicant has been engaging with HCC, PCC (and COLAS who contractually
undertake the network duty of coordination of third parties/statutory undertakers on the
public highway acting as local highway) authority to understand the constraints.
Proposed working hours are set out in Chapter 3 of the ES, Project Description
(Document reference: 6.1.3). This proposes a 10 hour shift (07.00 — 17.00) Monday to
Friday with typically a 5 hour shift on Saturdays 08.00 to 13.00. There are exceptions to
this in some areas where up to 24 hour and weekend working are envisaged to minimise
impacts.

The FCTMP (document reference Appendix 22.2 Appendix 6) sets out the parameters
within which contractors will be required to work, including hours of operation, traffic
routing, safe vehicular access and manoeuvring and minimising traffic impacts. The
FCTMP envisages that a targeted strategy be developed to inform the community and
road users of up and coming works which could be undertaken through newsletters, road
signage and websites. The FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1) which has been
developed with the aim of minimising disruption to all road users, including pedestrians,
cyclists, public transport users and car drivers also includes a communications strategy
which is recognised as a vital aspect of the construction phase.

The Applicant has listened to the feedback from consultees and has significantly reduced
the potential for disruption including the use of HDD under Milton Allotments. Whilst itis
acknowledged that some level of disruption will occur this will be temporary and the
Applicant has sought to minimise the impacts where practicable.
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As with traffic management on the construction of the Convertor Station, respondents
asked that the Applicant carefully consider the time of year for construction to avoid
disruption as far as possible (including the busy summer months). However, as noted
above, other respondents however asked that construction be limited as far as possible
to summer holidays to minimise disruption to local schools.

It was requested (as with the Convertor Station construction) that road closures and
construction operations should only be permitted overnight (between 10pm and 6am) to
minimise disruption as far as possible.

It was requested that the Applicant engage with utilities companies to coordinate
construction works where possible. In a similar vein, respondents suggested that the
Applicant liaise with public transport companies to align bus timetables for example with
likely periods of disruption or road closures. Further cumulative impacts could be avoided
by further engagement and co-ordination between the Applicant and other local projects
likely to be undertaking construction in a similar timeframe (e.g. Carpenter's Field in
Denmead).

Other comments included the need to install traffic calming measures to prevent vehicles
speeding on local roads, as well as co-ordinating temporary traffic light sequencing with
existing signals and ‘smart’ traffic management systems to minimise delays and
disruption.

Maintaining access for disabled individuals and the need to avoid total road closures
wherever possible were also raised by certain respondents.

Responses also requested that the Applicant provide regular updates to local communities
about construction timescales and schedules to help inform them of the potential
disruption as far in advance as possible.

The potential disruption from Anmore Road flooding was also raised within the
consultation feedback.

Change?
(Yes/No)
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Use of bus lanes along the A3 is envisaged where practicable. The Applicant has
engaged with First Group buses and discussed with HCC.

The Applicant has minimised impact on Eastern Road but has retained some flexibility in
the Milton Common area. Whilst it is anticipated that the Cable Route would progress
through Milton Common and this is considered potentially practicable, given the nature
of the ground conditions associated with its former landfill use flexibility has been
maintained with two alternative routes either along Eastern Road or the western edge of
Milton Common to Moorings Way. [f one of these two alternative routes was used, the
verge and cycle path east of Eastern Road would be used where possible.

Pedestrian and cycle routes along the Onshore Cable Route will be maintained wherever
possible, with full closure considered as a last resort, such as where it would prevent a
full closure of a major road. In all cases the construction works will ensure that
pedestrians and cyclists can pass in a safe manner, with suitable barriers between the
construction works. Particular attention will also be paid to the needs of people with
mobility and visual impairments to ensure their safety and free movement is
retained. Where construction works do obstruct a footway a minimum unobstructed
width of 1.0m will be provided alongside the construction corridor and where this is not
possible a safe alternative route will be provided. In some locations a footway closure
may be required without a suitable alternative route, in these instances a pedestrian route
will be provided within the carriageway. Where there are shared-use paths or cycleways
impacted by the works these will be kept open if possible, or a suitable diversion route
provided. Where full closure of a cycle route is necessary and diversion routes are
unsuitable temporary cycle facilities will be provided past the construction corridor where
possible, such as on the Eastern Road shared-use path.

The FTMS (document reference 6.3.22.1A (Appendix 22.1 — Appendix D) will be
approved by the relevant local Highway Authority post consent. This will help manage
road safety for all road users and would include measures such as temporary traffic
signals and temporary speed limits in locations agreed with the relevant local Highway
Authority.

Reference is made to the FTMS (document reference 6.3.22.1A) gives details of what is
proposed regarding access to properties. A communication plan is set out within the
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Construction programme and events/frequently used areas and amenities to be
aware of

Q6a of the feedback form asked if there were any local events or seasonal activities
which take place in the community that the Applicant should be aware of when devising
a potential construction timetable.

As patrtially noted above, responses included many local and regional events that the
Applicant should take into consideration. These included:

The Victorious Festival,

Great South Run,

School term times,

Daily opening hours for businesses,

Portsmouth football matches,

Summer and bank holidays,

Watersports in Langstone Harbour,

Sports events at playing fields in Furze Lane ground,

Activities around Baffins Pond Association,

Sporting activities at Great Salterns,

Various shows and events in Denmead throughout the year (including Summer
Party in mid-June, a Gin Festival in July, a Summer Fayre in August, an Autumn
Fayre in September, an Autumn Apple Day, normally early October, A
Remembrance Day parade where roads are closed in November, a Christmas
Fair in December, a Spring Fayre in Apriland a Chicken run at Easter),
Clanfield Observatory open evenings,

Christmas and Bank holiday traffic,

e Brent geese migration period over the winter,

FTMS (and CTMP) which would be used to update an inform the local community of the
construction activity from the Proposed Development in their area in advance.

Surface Water and Flood risk has been assessed in chapter 20 of the ES (document
reference 6.1.20). Any potential impacts can be managed and flood risk across the
Proposed Development has been assessed.

All events have been noted by the Applicant. The FTMS (document reference:
6.3.22.1A). Consideration has been given to avoiding major events in the vicinity of the
Onshore Cable Corridor. Anindicative construction programme has been prepared which
considers management of construction activities. At sensitive locations, consideration
has also been given to extended and night-time working hours to minimise the period of
disruption as far as practicable. Further detail is provided within Chapter 25 of the ES,
Socio-economics (Doc. Ref: 6.1.25)

Chapter 16 of the ES, onshore Ecology (document reference 6.1.16) sets out proposed
mitigation for environmental constraints, in particular for brent geese in the Portsmouth
area.
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e Walking and cycling routes along the shoreline from Kendall's Wharf to Milton
and Eastney,
e Bus route on Furze Lane,
e Daily use of Milton Common and use of the car park at the landfall during the
summer period especially for the beach,
e Use of slipways at Eastney,
e Use of bridle paths and lanes by ramblers and horse riders,
e University open days,
e Use of Portsmouth University sports pitches,
e Southsea Food Festival.
e Forest Road Military Show; and
e Denmead Village Shows.
Other comments on cable route
Q3h asked for further comments on the cable route and gave construction impacts, Y Pedestrian access will be maintained to all residential properties and businesses.

noise, parking and access to properties as examples.

Numerous respondents raised questions related to access to properties with people
wanting to know whether vehicular access to their properties would be possible whilst
consultation was outside their property and that they would need plenty of notice in
advance.

Many were concerned about where they would park if access was restricted to their
drive or on-street parking outside their properties and asked about displacement parking.

Access to businesses and concern over disruption to trade was also raised.

Some responses expressed concern about the ability of the emergency services, in
particular ambulances, to access properties and also impact that the
congestion/disruption would have on these services. In a similar vein, concern over the
need to maintain access for waste vehicles was also raised.

Some respondents feared a negative impact on tourism as a result of disruption during
cable laying.

There were a number of comments requesting that the ground above the laid cables be
reinstated as quickly as possible and to the same standard as prior to cable laying.

Vehicular access to properties will be restricted for a period of one to two weeks over the
construction phase (depending on where a property sits within a 100 m construction
stretch (installation proposed at 100 m per week in urban areas including reinstatement).
As mentioned above this is set out inthe FTMS and construction methodology in Chapter
3 of the ES, Project Description (6.1.3). The FTMS includes for a communication strategy
to allow stakeholders (including residents and businesses) up to date with construction
works. Due to the temporary nature of vehicular access restrictions and the short
construction length, no provision for displacement parking is proposed.

Impacts associated with disruption to businesses and trade is considered in

ES Chapter 25, Socio-economics (document reference: 6.1.25). As with residential
properties, restrictions are anticipated to be for a period of one to two weeks. Potential
disruption to tourism is also considered as above, with a wider assessment completed in
association with traffic related effects.

The Transport Strategy also includes measures to continue to provide access to/for
emergency services adjacent to the Order Limits.

The HVAC cables will be laid within ducts which provide protection to the cables. In
addition, the ducts will be covered with a protection slab and buried warning tape
providing addition protection to the cables.

Consideration has been given to potential impacts of construction on residential amenity.
Anticipated working hours for the Onshore Cable installation are 0700 to 1700.
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There were also comments relating to the need to ensure sufficient safeguard to prevent
damage to the cables once laid by other contractors/utility companies/future
construction.

In residential areas, there were also concerns raised about the noise impacts of
generators operating during the night, and the request for minimal construction during
the night time.

As with the feedback on the Convertor Station, some respondents raised concerns over
potential health impacts due to EMF.

One respondent suggested that temporary car parking in schools could be utilised
overnight.

Route Options - Section 3 —Denmead.

Four route options were presented in this Section, which covered the area around
Denmead and Kings Pond Meadow. Three of the options related to various methods of
taking the cable route between Anmore Road at Kings Pond and Hambledon Road.

A mix of HDD and trenching installation techniques were considered. At the time of the
consultation HDD was being explored to cross this area. Further assessment of
feasibility for HDD was underway and discussions were being held with Natural England
and the Environment Agency in relation to sensitivities relating to aquifer and botanical
features. Pending the outcome of this work and engagement a fourth option was a
‘highways route” taking the cables route along Anmore Road and down Martin Avenue
and Mill Road (one circuit per road).

Construction hours are subject to ongoing consultation with the local planning and
highway authorities with regards to locations where night working or weekend working is
proposed to reduce traffic impacts and this is proposed in some locations. Construction
hours form a Requirement of the DCO, with Requirement 18 of the draft DCO (document
reference: 3.1) requires works outside the proposed hours to be agreed with the local
planning authority. The Requirement also identifies the locations where night working is
proposed.

An Onshore EMF report is submitted with the DCO (document reference 6.1.3) Appendix
3.9) and concludes that due to the grounded shielding of the HVAC and HVDC Cables
that there will be no electric field present along the cable routes. The assessed
components of the Proposed Development are also deemed to comply with the public
exposure guidelines for electric and magnetic fields.

The Applicant completed technical work which established that HDD was possible and
safeguarded the aquifer/source protection zones between Kings Pond to Hambledon
Road. Discussions with Natural England have identified concerns around the sensitivity
of the area the proposed southern HDD compound within the southernmost field of
Denmead Meadows (south of Kings Pond SINC and north of Hambledon Road).

Mitigation has been proposed to address the concerns however there remains potential
to locate a compound on the land to the south of Hambledon Road. Further refinement
of the northern HDD compound has reduced the area of the SINC retained within the
Order Limits for the trenching to Anmore Road (again, mitigation is proposed for the
trenching though Kings Pond SINC). Discussions with Natural England are ongoing.
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The highways route was the least favoured option, resulting in only 8 out of 113
responses in support (62 not supporting and 43 expressing no view). The preferred
option was 3a(i), with 42 out of 116 supporting (27 not supporting and 47 holding no
view), with option 3a(ii) as the next preferred (35 out of 111 supporting, 28 not
supporting and 48 holding no view).

Comments made in relation to this Section included the need to minimise any impact on
the Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and impacts to wildlife.

A number of respondents made general comments relating to the preference to avoid
Denmead/this area altogether, find an alternative route, or to utiise HDD as far as
possible. Some suggested utilising the B2177, Southwick Road, B2150 and following the
existing route of overhead lines.

For Option 3c, respondents raised concerns over the impacts to parking and a negative
impact on local businesses and shops.

Route Options — Section 5

Six options were presented inthis Section, four of which were minor variations that
utilised differing combinations of minor roads adjacent to Farlington Avenue in order to
minimise the impact. The preferred option was 5c, however respondents only expressed
a slight preference for this over the remaining five options.

Comments received in relation to this question included numerous comments raising
concern about the potential disruption caused in this location, and suggestions for
alternative landfall and routing options (including via Langstone Harbour and along the
A3M).

There was a request to minimise impact on local schools, and for the Applicant to ensure
that anticipated road closures are communicated clearly.

Maintaining access to driveways was also mentioned, as well as for emergency vehicles
and disabled persons.

Some respondents specifically requested that Farlington Avenue be kept open and

Flexibility has been retained in the area north of Anmore Road where trenching is
proposed and the Proposed Development envisages a route straight across Anmore into
the Kings Pond Area or progressing along Anmore Road for a short stretch before
entering the Kings Pond Area.

The suitability of the HDD, and the weight applied to the traffic impacts of the highway
options through Denmead, has resulted in these options being removed from the Order
Limits.

The area is a predominantly residential area and concerns on disruption associated
with the proposed cable installation works have been considered with regards to traffic
impact and residential amenity.

The matter of alternative landfall and routing options is covered above in ‘route
selection — general’, with further detail within ES Chapter 3, Alternatives.

Further assessment was undertaken to progress Option 5C to remove the HVDC
cables from Farlington Avenue, however, due to a number of existing utilities this option
was found to be undeliverable.

As a result flexibility has been maintained within the Order Limits, retaining Options 5A
— Havant Road and Farlington Avenue and 5B(iv) Havant Road, Scoutlands and
Evelegh Road. The potential impacts in the close proximity on Solent Infant (and to a
lesser extent Solent Junior) Schools during term time is acknowledged. Reference is
made to the FTMS (document reference: 6.3.22.1A) with regards to the potential timing
or construction works to avoid school term time
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suggested that the verges along Portsdown Hill Road could be utilised to avoid

impacting the carriageway. Y

Route Options - Section 6 Y

Two options were presented inthis Section, one that utilised Zetland Field and one that

did not.

Whilst the majority of respondents indicated that they had no preference (no view),

Option 6a, which avoids Zetland Field, was marginally more popular by those

respondents that answered the question.

Minimising the impact to wildlife on Zetland Field or Farlington marshes was noted as a

preference for a number of respondents to this question.

Route Options - Section 8

Four options were included in this Section, with three (8b, 8c(i) and 8c(ii)) aiming to Y

reduce the impact on Eastern Road by routing the cable either through or around Milton
Common.

Option 8c(i) was the most popular option by a significant margin, with 27% stating this
route (utilising the footpath along the sea defences) had their support.

Specific comments in relation to this Section of the proposed cable route corridor
included some stating a general desire not to affect the sea defences in the area, with
others specifically noting that it would be beneficial to install the cable along the existing
sea defences to minimise disruption.

Some respondents requested specific areas be avoided, such as Locksway Road,
Eastern Road and Moorings Way.

Impact to Moorings Way was specifically noted by a number of respondents who were
concerned about impacts on properties caused by vibrations from construction vehicles
(which has reportedly happened previously).

Access to properties is discussed in the FTMS and does consider access being given
in emergencies.

The flexibility in the vicinity of Zetland Field has been retained within the Order Limits.
Whilst there is a preference to route the HVDC Cables within Zetland Field, discussions
are ongoing with PCC with regards to the associated impacts on Eastern Road and
Zetland Field.

The Order Limits did not include Farlington Marshes at the time of the statutory
consultation, and remain outside the Order Limits. No impact on ecology is anticipated.

Option 8C(i) is the Applicants preferred route within Section 8, which seeks to reduce
the impact of cable installation on Eastern Road. Discussions with East Solent Coastal
Partnership have confirmed that the route is acceptable with regards to the impact on
the coastal defences.

Due to the nature of the ground conditions (former landfill), flexibility is maintained with
Options 8C(ii) and 8B (with the exception of Shore Avenue and Salterns Avenue),
should contamination render Option 8C(i) to be undeliverable.

Options 8C(i) and (ii) retain Moorings Way within the Order Limits for flexibility, however
itis anticipated that the cables would be installed within the grass verge to the south of
Milton Common and north of Moorings Way.

Chapter 18 of the ES, Ground Conditions (document reference: 6.1.18) includes an
assessment of exposure of contaminated soils and removal of contaminated soils
during construction and operation. The ES will inform the design development including
the need for additional ground investigation. Requirement 13 of the dDCO (document
reference: 3.1) relates to contaminated land and groundwater and proposes controls for
submission of written schemes to be submitted.
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The Applicant has met with First Group buses to discuss disruption to the bus service
Concerns were also raised in relation to the potential disruption of bus services along along Furze Lane and in the area. First Group would treat the Applicant as any other
Moorings Way, which could affect elderly residents’ ability to access important services. utility with consideration being given to this post any consent once contactors are on
board.
It was also noted by some respondents that Moorings Way has poor drainage that The north-easternmost area of Milton Common is positive for records of Brent Geese
frequently becomes blocked and Solent Waders, and associated consideration of the phasing of construction works
' Is considered within the outline CEMP (Construction Environmental Management Plan)
(document reference 6.9).
A respondent requested that work be undertaken during the summer months to avoid
impacts on the Brent Geese Season. : .
P Noted. Surface Water and Flood Risk has been assessed in Chapter 20 of the ES
(document reference 6.1.20). Reference is also made to the outline CEMP (6.9).
There were also some concerns about the potential impacts on Milton Common and the
contaminated waste that is contained within it. . :
The Brent Geese season has been considered in the onshore Ecology chapter 16
(document reference 6.1.16) and mitigation including programme constraints are
A small number of respondents also raised concerns on local parking impacts during proposed.
cable laying.
Chapter 18 of the ES (document reference 6.1.18) assesses ground conditions. The
Applicant has carried out ground investigations and viewed records at PCC and has
proposed mitigation to manage any contaminated land risk.
Any impacts on parking will be discussed with PCC. There will be loss of car park
space at the fort Cumberland Carpark at the Landfall for several months whilst works in
relation to the HDD, Transition joint bay and construction of the ORS. Consideration
has been given to whether some car park space can exist in this car park during the
construction period. Discussions are ongoing with PCC. Reference is made to chapter
25 socio economics (document reference: 6.1.25)
Route Options - Section 9 Y Further to consideration of the statutory consultation responses and further engineering

Six options were presented in Section 9, which were also designed to minimise the
impact on major roads in the Milton and Eastney area. Option 9b(i), which utilises Furze
Lane, was the most popular, supported by 26% of respondents.

Respondents made a number of specific comments and suggestions in relation to this
area of the proposed underground cable route.

Some respondents suggested utilising the footpath alongside Eastern Road to minimise
local impacts.

assessments, Options 9B(i) and an alternative routing through the playing fields to the
east of the University of Portsmouth Langstone Campus have been progressed within
the Order Limits.

Eastern and Milton Roads (Option 9A) and Locksway Road, Ironbridge Road and
associated residential streets (Options 9C) are no longer being progressed.

Furze Lane is subject to a number of TPOs to its western edge, and with ongoing
discussions with PCC regarding the impact on this route on the trees and the bus route,
the playing fields provide an alternative option.
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Another suggested using the route along the old canal.

Some responses focused on concern regarding potential disruption to the allotment
plots. Issues relating to the stability of ground underneath the allotments was also raised
(as demonstrated by previous issues with Southern Water works). Similar concerns
about ground stability were also raised about Ironbridge Lane, which was the site of an
old canal.

As with Section 8, some respondents raised concerns over disrupting access for
emergency vehicles, and the impact on elderly residents if bus routes were disrupted.

As with other Sections, some respondents requested that all efforts should be made to
avoid any disruption to local schools. Disruption to trade of local businesses was also
raised in a few responses.

Avoiding the mature trees in Bransbury Park was also raised by a number of
respondents.

LANDFALL LOCATION

The Proposed Development includes for a HDD under Milton Allotments, with the
proposed depth having no impact on ground stability.

Further detail on the Cable Route Options and the reasons for discounting these are
included in ES Chapter 2, Alternatives.

Where the Order Limits run through Bransbury Park, they have been aligned to the
west of the treed path between Ironbridge Lane and Bransbury Road. As such there will
be no impact on the trees within Bransbury Park.

The most frequent comments regarding the Landfall Location cited general concerns about environmental protection of the landfall area or the project’s impact on wildlife, as well as a disapproval

of the landfall location itself.

The largest number of respondents (18) stated that they had no view or did not comment
on this topic.

Environment

Of those that did comment, the issue of environmental protection for the landfall area,
particularly the area of natural heathland was the most frequently raised, with six
respondents highlighting this as a priority. Concerns related to environmental impacts
during construction, and post-construction.

Respondents were keen to reduce impacts to wildlife at landfall, and specifically noted
the desire to avoid disruption to nesting winter birds. It was suggested that a suitable
timeframe for this work to take place would be between March and June to avoid bird
nesting season. Suggestions for close working with Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust were also made.

The landfall area has been refined following the statutory consideration, taking into
account comments received and additional assessment work undertaken by the
Applicant.

The Works Plans (application document 2.4) and DCO Work No.5 identify the Onshore
Connection Works. This proposed the HDD and TJB associated with the onshore
connection works is to be located in the Fort Cumberland Car Park, a hard-surfaced
area.

The HDD installation will result in no direct impact on the areas of natural heathland
(Land West of Fort Cumberland SINC) or other environmental designations in the
vicinity of the Landfall.
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ES Chapter 16, Ecology, found no residual effects associated with the proposed
Landfall site at Eastney. As such there are no proposals to discuss the landfall with
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, discussions will however be ongoing with
Portsmouth City Council as the local planning authority.

Landfall Location N Detailed consideration of the landfall location is included within ES Chapter 3. Eastney

A number of comments were made relating to why Eastney had been chosen as the was identified as the preferred landfall location based on a number of engineering and

Landfall location in the first place, with several alternative landfall locations being environmental considerations, including associated impacts with the routing options for

proposed, including Langstone Harbour and various locations along the south coast HESCHSATERC Dl es

such as Fawley, Fraser Range, and Budds Farm in Havant.
The alternative locations are addressed in ES Chapter 3, but at a high level were
discounted due to the impact on environmental designations within Langstone Harbour
(also relevant to Budds Farm), Fawley being remote from the approved grid connection
point (with associated environmental designations impacted by any onshore cable
route), Fraser Range being subject to a site allocation and planning application for
housing resulting in a lack of available space.

Construction Times N Comments on working hours, and seasons have been noted and considered with

Comments were made relating to stitable work times and periods of the year to regards to the Proposed Development with anticipated working hours identified in table

minimise disruption locally. It was suggested that work should only take place between 3.7 of ES Chapter 3, Description of the Proposed Developmert (Doc. Ret. 6.1.3).

10am and 4pm to minimise impacts on local roads at peak hours. Working between late

g/lartc_:g atr)l_(: dJune ngd also reduce impact on visitors to Southsea Caravan Park (and The working hours have informed an indicative construction programme that

esting bird season). considered a number of constraints and assumptions, being subject to ongoing

discussions with statutory undertakers (including the local planning and highway
authorities) to seek to mitigate impacts on local residents and the environment.
Construction hours are also subject to a Requirement within the DCO, to be agreed
with the relevant local planning authority.

Access Y Pedestrian access will be maintained to all residential properties and businesses.

Access to various locations was also highlighted by respondents, including the desire to
retain beach access throughout the process, and to ensure that access to available
parking (especially during summer periods) is important. Keeping Fort Cumberland Road
was also noted as important.

Where public rights of way or off-road cycle routes need to be closed and alternative
route will be provided.

The Proposed Development will not prevent access to Eastney beach, however, the

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR

PINS Ref.: EN020022

Document Ref.: 5.1 Consultation Report
AQUIND Limited

WSP

November 2019
14-254



Summary Issue Change?

(Yes/No)

AQUI

D=

Regard had by the Applicant

ORS building

The dimensions and positioning of the ORS building was queried by a number of
respondents. Comments were received on the appearance of the ORS buildings, with
the desire for them to be blended into the surroundings as much as possible recorded in
some responses.

Other Comments

Some respondents recorded that they felt that not enough information on Landfall was
available during the consultation.

The need to undertake archaeological surveys on the Landfall area was also raised
within the responses.

A few respondents also raised concern about the impact on the activities of Eastney
Naturists.

MARINE CABLE

HDD installation proposed at the Fort Cumberland Road will result in parking
restrictions during installation (anticipated up to 44 weeks).

Vehicular access to Fort Cumberland Road is anticipated to be maintained, subject to
single lane closures and shuttle working.

Details of the anticipated dimensions of the fibre optic cable infrastructure (the ORS
buildings) were included in the statutory consultation, including the Consultation
Document. A parameter plan approach has been proposed with the detailed design to
be agreed with PCC post consent, providing opportunity for design sympathetic to the
surroundings.

Work No. 6 of the DCO includes for the installation of the ORS and associated works,
and include the details to be approved by the discharging authority as a Requirement.

Consultation is ongoing with PCC with regards to the scale and design of the proposed
ORS buildings.

Information was provided on the landfall within the PEIR and Consultation Document
presented at the statutory consultation. Additional information has been provided within
the Application on the extent of the proposed works and duration of construction activity
at Landfall.

A set of parameter plans for the proposed ORS buildings which will form a permanent
structure within the Fort Cumberland Road car park.

Regarding archaeology, atLandfall survival may be higher as geotechnical investigations
recorded made ground to depths between 0.3-1.2 mbgl, with the potential archaeological
remains below. A Written Scheme of Investigation forms a requirement of the Order, to
be discharged by the relevant planning authority.

There is no directimpact on Eastney beach and the activities of Eastney Naturists.
Indirect impacts may result from the proposed works within the Fort Cumberland Car
Park due to the reduced availability of car parking during the Landfall construction
works.
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Most respondents believed that they were not qualified enough to comment on the marine cable in the UK. However, some asked about how the marine cable would impact shipping, as well

gueries about the impact on marine life and wildlife.

Marine Environment

In comparison to other Sections of the proposals, the marine elements received a lesser
level of attention from respondents. Of those that did respond to this question with
substantive feedback, the most comments were received inrelation to the impact on the
marine environment and ecology.

Concerns relating to pollution from construction, EMF and the detrimental effect of
vibrations on marine wildlife were raised.

Impacts on marine users

Consideration of impacts on marine and recreational sea users, such as sailing clubs
was also noted as a key issue by a number of respondents. For example, there was a
concern raised about the potential impact on Tudor Sailing Club’s activities and assets,
depending on the construction timetable.

Disruption to sailing races in the Solent during the summer was also noted as a concern.

Impacts to the Solent anchorage was also raised.

One respondent suggested that the Applicant should ensure that the cable corridor be
included on admiralty charts to reduce the likelihood of accidental damage by anchors.
Consideration of protective measures to prevent accidents was also noted, as was the
need to ensure that the Applicant has regard for other marine cables (such as the
construction of Cross Channel Fibre telecoms cable).

Chapters 6-14 of the Environmental Statement (‘ES’) report the outcomes of the
assessments of likely significant effects arising from the Proposed Development upon
the marine environment including marine ecology, commercial fisheries, shipping,
navigation and other marine users.

From all the assessments undertaken, no potentially significant effects are predicted to
arise as a result of the construction, decommissioning and operation (including repair
and maintenance) of the Proposed Development both alone or cumulatively with other
projects. In addition, no significant transboundary effects for the Proposed
Development were identified. The following chapters have considered the potential
effects, where relevant, from pollution, EMF and vibration on marine wildlife as part of
the Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) processes;

Chapter 7 Marine Water and Sediment Quality;
Chapter 8 Intertidal and Benthic Habitats;

Chapter 9 Fish and Shellfish;

Chapter 10 Marine Mammals and Basking Sharks; and
Chapter 11 Marine Ornithology.

The Habitats Regulation Assessment (‘(HRA’) Report (Document Ref. 6.8) and the
Marine Conservation Zone (‘MCZ’) assessment (Appendix 8.5) also present
assessments of likely significant effects on European Natura 2000 and MCZs
respectively. No significant adverse effects on designated sites have been identified
from these assessments.

Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation and Other Marine Users assesses the potential likely
significant effects on shipping, navigation and other marine users including recreational
activities including recreational stakeholders including sailing and anglers.

As part of the baseline investigations numerous consultations were undertaken with
marine users (including communications with local ports, harbours, recreational
stakeholders and other subsea cable owners).

The assessments undertaken within Chapter 13 and Appendix 13.1 have not identified
any significant effects to other marine users.

The UK Hydrographic Office (as well as other with government agencies including
Maritime Coastguard Agency (‘MCA’) and Trinity House) will be informed of works so
as to make amendments to nautical charts, and Notice to Mariners and Kingfisher
Bulletins will be issued to inform marine users of the works as a requirement of the
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Summary Issue Change? Regard had by the Applicant
(Yes/No)

Deemed Marine Licence (‘dML’). In addition, mitigation measures have been proposed
which include;

e Circulation of information to relevant local sailing clubs along the south coastto
increase the likelihood that sailors are made aware of the temporary works; and

Scheduling of any marine cabling works to avoid significant races (e.g. Cowes Week,
Round the Island Race) if possible

Other comments Chapters 6-14 have considered that should all the cabling be required to be removed at
the end of the Project lifespan, the decommissioning works will essentially be similar in
nature and result inthe same or lesser impacts than those impacts assessed for the
construction stage of the Proposed Development.

It was suggested that the cable be laid in the Channel Tunnel, rather than in this location
by two respondents.

Finally, it was noted by one respondent that consideration must be had for the impacts of

decommissioning at the end of the Proposed Development's lifecycle. From all the assessments undertaken, no potentially significant effects are predicted to

arise as a result of the construction, decommissioning and operation (including repair
and maintenance) of the Proposed Development both alone or cumulatively with other
projects.

Decommissioning activities will be determined more formally by the relevant legislation
and guidance available at the time of decommissioning. Options for decommissioning

at this point in time include consideration of leaving the Marine Cables in situ, removal
of the entire Marine Cables, or removal of sections of the Marine Cables.

Prior to decommissioning, options will be evaluated, and the final decommissioning
plan will be agreed with the relevant authorities and appropriate permissions sought
(e.g. a Marine Licence application).

CONSULTATION

The majority of respondents were made aware of the consultation via the invitation newsletter (as evidenced in the response analysis to Question 7b of the Feedback Form (see Appendix 5.1.5B).
The most well attended event was the Denmead War Memorial Hall (5" April) exhibition.

The Consultation Document and Red Line Plans were the most viewed consultation documents during the consultation process.

Information available The statutory consultation provided a large amount of detail, and was summarised in a
consultation document. At the time of the statutory consultation a number of options

A number of respondents noted that they did not feel that adequate information was . . i . o i
P y . were still being considered, and this was clarified as part of the consultation.

provided on certain elements of the Proposed Development (such as details of the
Convertor Station, or Landfall location.
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Regard had by the Applicant

LIQ Process

A few respondents noted their discontent with the Applicants approach to the LIQ
process.

GENERAL COMMENTS

Aquind was required by law to conduct an LIQ, and the concerns raised were
acknowledged and, working alongside Portsmouth City Council, a further clarification
letter was issued.

In terms of further comments, the most frequent comments expressed support for the project, queried the impact of Brexit, stated concerns about traffic, and opposed the project. Many expressed
that they thought the public exhibitions were very informative and that the exhibition staff were extremely helpful.

General Support

The most frequent specific comment was a general supportive statement about the
Proposed Development.

Compensation

A number of respondents raised the issue of compensation. Ideas included financial
contributions or payments, new playground equipment, new bus shelters, benches, tree
planting along the cable route, school equipment, creation/maintenance of wildlife
corridors, community theatre, donations to local charities, community fund, footpath
improvements, improvements to cycling and pedestrian infrastructure.

Communication

Some respondents noted a request for the Applicant to maintain open lines of
communication with residents during the construction phase.

Terrorism

Some respondents highlighted concerns that the Proposed Development may be a
target for terrorist activity.

Financial

Some respondents raised concerns about potential funding issues causing delays during
the construction period. Some queried how the Proposed Development would be
financed.

The general public support for the Proposed Development is noted.

Discussions are ongoing with relevant authorities in this regard, however itis
considered that mitigation proposed is appropriate and proportionate to mitigate the
impacts of the Proposed Development and to date it has not been evidenced how any
of the proposed enhancements requested would satisfy the relevant legislative tests to
be valid planning obligations

External Communication has been considered within the Outline CEMP and includes
for the identification of a Public Relations Officer role by the Principal Contractor to
ensure interested parties (including statutory authorities, other stakeholders and the
public) are informed when works are due to commence.

The above ground structures (Converter Station, Telecommunications Buildings,
Optical Regeneration Stations) associated with the Proposed Development will be
located within secure compounds.

The Proposed Development, and more broadly the Project, is to be funded through project
finance funded and secured against the operational profits (revenues) of the Project.
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Regard had by the Applicant

Political

A few comments were raised querying the potential impacts of Brexit on the Proposed
Development. There were also some concerns over the changing relationship between
Britain and France, and the relationship between the Conservative Party and the
Proposed Development promoters.

General objection

A number of respondents made general statements in opposition to the Proposed
Development.

Carbon reduction and energy supply

Some respondents enquired about the differences in carbon emissions between energy
imported via an interconnector, and energy generated in the UK. Further queries about
the amount of energy supplied to the UK via interconnectors were also made. One
respondent also questioned whether the National Grid would be able to cope with the
interconnector operating at maximum capacity. (Respondent noted that first wind farms
had to be switched off/turned down as the grid could not handle the additional input)

Impacts on existing utilities and services

Some respondents queried the impacts on existing utilities and services, such as water,
TV and broadband.

From an economic perspective, the trade in electricity will still be very beneficial for
both UK and France. Border tariffs on electricity are not normally applied anywhere in
the world.

There is also a strong opinion in the GB and EU energy industry, that as GB is a vital
element of the pan-European energy system and an important contributor to the overall
security of supply and climate goals strategy, the country should remain in the Internal
Energy Market irrespectively of the Brexit scenario.

It is considered that the responses to the summary issues within this table address the
general statements of opposition to the Proposed Development.

The energy sector in France has lower carbon emissions than the UK, and would
support the UK mix. Interconnector capacity within the UK is currently 4 GW.

National Grid assessed the potential grid connection points at a number of substations
within the southeast of England, which included an assessment of capacity. Lovedean
substation was identified by National Grid as the preferred grid connection point.

The Order Limits ensure sufficient flexibility for the installation of the Onshore Cables to
be carried out around existing utilities. This includes the potential to increase
installation depths to avoid existing utility assets.
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TARGETED CONSULTATION

15.41.
15.1.1.1.

15.1.1.2.

151.1.3.

15.1.1.4.

15.1.15.

INTRODUCTION

After the statutory consultation ended on 29 April 2019, the Applicant continued to
refine the Proposed Development in response to the consultation responses and as
more information became available from on-going survey works and dialogue with
consultees, in particular the local planning and highway authorities.

As a result of having regard to those responses and the additional work whilst
developing and refining the proposals for the Proposed Development, it became
necessary to add some small additional areas of land to the Order Limits. As this land
was not included in the Order Limits for the purpose of the statutory consultation it
was necessary to consult with the persons with an interest in that land pursuant to
sections 42 and 44 of the PA 2008.

In the case of the highwayland, 74 “slivers” of highway land were identified which
appeared to be the result of discrepancies in areas of unregistered land that was not
within the highway boundary. These slivers were within highway for which PCC and
HCC are the respective highway authorities and thus have responsibility for. The
Applicant updated HCC and PCC about this in meetings held prior to the start of the
Targeted Consultation. The Applicant consulted HCC and PCC on the 74 areas in
letters sent on [2 September 2019].

Other additional land was required to:
* Enable satisfactory access to the proposed Converter Station site;

* Enable the undergrounding of the existing overhead line to the south of the
proposed Converter Station in connection with the construction of the
access road;

* Allow for off-site landscape mitigation and an area for potential laydown of
cable ducts and equipment during the construction of the Onshore Cable.

The SoCC did not expressly refer to any additional consultation, as it was not
foreseen or considered necessary at the time the SoCC was produced. However, the
DCLG “Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the pre-application process” March 2015
states:
73. Applicants are not expected to repeat consultation rounds set out in their
Statement of Community Consultation unless the project proposals have
changed very substantially. However, where proposals change to such a
large degree that what is being taken forward is fundamentally different from
what was consulted on, further consultation may well be needed. This may be
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necessary if, for example, new information arises which renders all previous
options unworkable or invalid for some reason. When considering the need
for additional consultation, applicants should use the degree of change, the
effect on the local community and the level of public interest as guiding
factors.

74. Where a proposed application changes to such a large degree that the
proposals could be considered a new application, the legitimacy of the
consultation already carried out could be questioned. In such cases,
applicants should undertake further re-consultation on the new proposals,

and should supply consultees with sufficient information to enable them to
understand the nature of the change and any likely significant impacts (but not
necessarily the full suite of consultation documents), and allow at least 28
days for consultees to respond.

75. If the application only changes to a small degree, or if the change only
affects part of the development, then it is not necessary for an applicant to
undertake a full re-consultation. Where a proposed applicationis amended in
light of consultation responses then, unless those amendments materially
change the application or materially changes its impacts, the amendments
themselves should not trigger a need for further consultation. Instead, the
applicant should ensure that all affected statutory consultees and local
communities are informed of the changes.

76. In circumstances where a particular issue has arisen during the pre-
application consultation, or where itis localised in nature, it may be
appropriate to hold a non-statutory, targeted consultation. A developer’s
Statement of Community Consultation should be drafted so that it does not
preclude this approach. A more bespoke approach can be adopted, which
may allow developers to respond with more agility to the issue at hand. If
adopting this approach, the emphasis should be on ensuring that relevant
individuals and organisations are included.

77. Consultation should also be fair and reasonable for applicants as well as
communities. To ensure that consultation is fair to all parties, applicants
should be able to demonstrate that the consultation process is proportionate
to the impacts of the projectin the area that it affects, takes account of the
anticipated level of local interest, and takes account of the views of the
relevant local authorities.

15.1.1.6. Taking that guidance into account and in the context of the scheme as a whole, the
Applicant decided that the changes did not necessitate a further full stage of
consultation. This was because the additions of those small areas of land did not
change the proposals to such a degree so that what is being taken forward is
fundamentally different from what was consulted on. The additions of those small
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areas of land did not materially change the application and did not materially change
its impacts. Rather, the Proposed Development with those addition as was
fundamentally the same as what had previously been consulted on and the
application and expected impacts were not changed in any substantive way.

15.1.1.7. Accordingly, the following targeted consultation actions were undertaken;

* The Applicant verbally updated the relevant local authorities, including
SDNPA in meetings, as well as relevant landowners, to advise them of the
forthcoming proposed targeted consultation, including its extent, before the
consultation commenced.

* The Applicant formally consulted under Section 42(1)(d) of the PA 2008 any
person who has an interest in land in the new areas. The Applicant issued
a letter (see details below) referring to the full consultation materials and
explaining the reason for the additional targeted consultation, providing 28
days to respond.

* The Applicant informed any other statutory consultees considered to have
an interest in the change (which included the relevant local authorities, and
for example the Environment Agency and Natural England). The Applicant
also notified the SoS and PINS of the proposed further consultation prior to
this taking place.

* No other further consultation was undertaken as it was not considered
necessary given the relatively minor nature of the changes inrelation to the
scheme as a whole.

* Consequently, the Applicant considers that the approach to targeted
consultation above fully accords with the DCLG Guidance stated above.

15.1.1.8. 59 targeted consultation letters were sent out on 3 September 2019, with a response
requested by 11:59pm on 3 October 2019. Each letter clearly stated the basis upon
which the consultation was being conducted, the location and amount of land
required for the DCO, the purpose to which the land would be used and the likely
impacts of the use. A sample copy of the letters sent out can be found in Appendix
5.16A which included the location of the land being consulted and reference made to
the statutory consultation.

15.1.1.9. Of the parties consulted with as part of the targeted consultation, eight had not been
previously consulted. Five of these were identified as holding rights over new land,
one company was identified as a mortgagee / holding a registered charge over new
land and the SoS for Transport was identified as the beneficiary of an Agreement for
Sale over new land. This new land was introduced into the updated Order Limits
following further investigation into Land Registry data.
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Lastly, two companies listed on the Land Registry brought in by the updated Order
Limits were dissolved. Despite efforts made through desktop research and publicly
available sources online it was not possible to find a current successor for these
assets, in which case they have transferred to the Bona Vacantia Division of the
Government Legal Department (GLD). This was confirmed to be the case in GLD’s

15.1.1.10.

response, below.

Table 15-1 - Summary of Targeted Consultation responses and regard had by the

Applicant
Consultee = Summary of response Change Regard had to response
YIN (Section 49)
Landowner Letter from Government Legal N The Applicantresponded to
A Department requesting the GLD with the information
confirmation of landownership required.
details for a land registry title.
Landowner e Concerns about shared N These matters have been
B access and number of HGVs considered. A TMS will be
as well as road safety of agreed with HCC and will
Broadway Lane manage traffic on the
e Condition of road surface network, including number of
e Duration of works and HGVs. Condition surveys will
working hours be undertaken and
e Possible creation of a roads/alls leftin same or
separate (not shared) access better condition. Ongoing
e Consideration of timescales discussions are being held
for work to SSE cables with SSE.
Landowner e Encroachment will result in N Hedgerows are a native mix
C loss of field and therefore which include oak and maple

income

Risk to animal welfare from
planting and machinery
Nuisance and maintenance
costs

Compensation

which may be poisonous to
horses, however the planting
palette covers the whole site
and can be refined at
detailed design to omit
specific species where
necessary.

New hedgerow will be
protected by post and wire
fencing to enable their
establishmentand be offset
from the edge of planting to
ensure livestock do not
graze the new planting.
Where new planting is
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Summary of response

Change
Y/N
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Regard had to response
(Section 49)

Virgin
Media
Vodaphone

PCC

Require payment to release
response to consultation

Object to stopping up order

Reserve all rights in relation to

your proposal until further details

are received inregards of the

construction term, type & length

together with details of your
requirements regarding the
future access in respect of
maintenance. Query whether
some PCC tenants have been
consulted.

N

N

N

introduced into existing
hedgerows these would be
protected by spiral guards.

Depending on the location
hedgerows will be
maintained to a height of
between 2 to 4 months.

Contact with utilities will
continue post submission.

As made clear in the
targeted consultation letter,
the Applicant’s applicationis
made under the PA 2008
and is not for a stopping up
order.

Noted and confirm that
Hants and loW Wildlife Trust
were consulted in the
statutory consultation.
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POST FEBRUARY - APRIL 2019
CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT

16.1.

16.1.1.1.

16.2.

16.2.1.1.

16.2.1.2.

16.2.1.3.

16.2.1.4.
16.2.1.5.

16.2.1.6.

16.2.1.7.

16.2.1.8.

16.3.

16.3.1.1.

INTRODUCTION

This Chapter of the Consultation Report sets out the consultation and engagement
undertaken by the Applicant following the February — April 2019 statutory consultation
activities as prescribed by the PA 2008 and described in previous chapters of this
Consultation Report.

UPDATING THE LOCAL COMMUNTIY

To update the local community immediately following the February — April 2019
statutory consultation, on 21 May 2019 a community update newsletter was mailed
to all those that attended a public exhibition event, provided feedback or registered
for updates via the consultation website.

The newsletter was also uploaded to the UK consultation website on 23 May 2019 to
coincide with the date which the newsletter was delivered by post to the consultees
outlined above.

The newsletter provided information regarding the February — April 2019
consultation, including a summary of the feedback received, along with detail
regarding next steps and the DCO planning process.

A copy of the community update newsletter is included in Appendix 5.17A.

The project email, freephone information line and freepost address remained live
throughout the post-consultation period, with the Applicant continuing to respond to
gueries received as per the procedure set out in Chapter 5.3.

The UK consultation website was continually updated with additional information as
and when it became available.

In addition, the Applicant added a ‘ChatBot’ to the UK consultation website on 18 May
2019. The ChatBot provided answers to questions asked by users, and helped to
ensure members ofthe community could be provided with immediate answers to their
guestions outside of normal working hours (9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday).

Where the ChatBot was unsure of the correct response to provide, it referred website
users to the Applicant’s consultation email and freephone information line.

ENGAGEMENT WITH STAKEHOLDERS

Following the conclusion of the February — April 2019 statutory consultation period,
the Applicant sought to maintain the clear lines of communication that had previously
been established with local stakeholders.
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16.3.1.2. Following the local elections held on 2 May 2019, the Applicant issued introductory
letters to relevant new Cabinet and ward members at East Hampshire District
Council, Havant Borough Council, Portsmouth City Council and Winchester City
Council on 10 June 2019 which provided an overview of the project and contained
the offer of a meeting with the project team. This letter was also issued to the Leaders
of those Local Planning Authorities. A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix
5.1.7B. Hampshire County Council did not have an election, so no letter was issued.

16.3.1.3. Subsequently, meetings were requested and held with the elected members and
officers at the relevant local authorities. These meetings are listed in Table 16.1
below.

Table 16-1 - Meetings with elected members and officers Stakeholders

Date Attendees Main topics of discussion
15 July 2019 Portsmouth City Council: Elected < February — April 2019
Members and senior officers consultation;

* Onshore underground cable
route; and

* Construction impacts.

2 August 2019 Penny Mordaunt MP and office * Consultation;
staff , ,
* Potential compensation for
businesses;
* Impact upon residential
properties;
* Engagement with PCC; and
* Project timescales
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Main topics of discussion

19 August 2019 Winchester City Council,
Denmead Parish Council and
Hampshire County Council:
Elected Members

4 September Portsmouth City Council: Elected
2019 Members and senior officers

Consultation;
Overview of DCO process;

Onshore underground cable
route;

Marine cable route;
Landfall location;

Timescales for French
elements of the project;

Benefits;
Converter Station; and

Funding.

9 August electricity blackout;
Benefits;
Landfall location;

Onshore underground cable
route;

Construction process and
timescales;

Air quality;

Traffic;

Impact on public transport;
Milton Common;

DCO process;

Brexit; and

Converter Station.
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Main topics of discussion

10 September
2019

17 September
2019

Havant Borough Council and
Newlands Parish Council:
Elected Members

Winchester City Council: Elected
Members and senior officers

Onshore underground cable
route;

Construction Traffic
Management Plan;

Construction process and
timescales;

EMF,

DCO process;
Brexit;
Consultation; and
Rochdale Envelope
principle.
Converter Station;

Onshore underground cable
route;

DCO process;

Construction process and
timescales;

French planning process;
and

Brexit.
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Attendees Main topics of discussion

16.3.2.

16.3.2.1.

16.3.2.2.

8 October 2019 Winchester City Council: Elected + Onshore underground cable

Members and senior officers route:

* Construction process and
timescales;

* Traffic management;
* Converter Station;

* Employment and  skills
opportunities;

*  Community benefits; and

* Environmental impact.

24 October 2019  Winchester City Council: Elected * Converter Station;

members and senior officers .
* Mitigation measures;

*  Community benefits;

*  Employment and skills
opportunities;

* Environmental impact; and

* DCO process.

ENGAGEMENT ON ONSHORE RESPONSES TO FEEDBACK RECEIVED TO
STATUTORY CONSULTATION

Following the end of the February — April 2019 statutory consultation the Applicant
continued discussions with consultees to address the responses received, progress
the EIA and refine the design to evolve the proposals to the Application as submitted.
The ongoing discussions have directly influenced the evolution of the Proposed
Development and relevant mitigation measures proposed. Key meetings are
summarised below. These meetings included specific workshops on Converter
Station design and landscape mitigation to progress the draft design principles and
landscape principles submitted with the Application, and additional traffic modelling
undertaken as a result of comments made by PCC and HCC.

It is intended to progress these discussions after submission of the Application and
to progress Statements of Common Ground with consultees as appropriate.
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16.3.2.4.

16.3.2.5.

16.3.2.6.

16.3.2.7.

16.3.2.8.
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Portsmouth City Council

The Applicant has held regular meetings with PCC since the close ofthe consultation.
These meetings have been attended by planning officers, members of the PCC
transport team, public open space, communications and property teams. Separate
engagement has taken place between the Applicant's EIA specialists and PCC
officers responsible for contaminated land, landscape, air quality and arboriculture.
This is in addition to the meetings with elected members and senior officers
referenced above.

The Applicant has kept PCC abreast of progress of the ongoing technical work and
EIA as the work evolved and Application preparation progressed.

Topics of particular discussion focused around traffic impact, feasibility of cable route
options, eg around Milton Common, under the allotments, activity at landfall and the
Optical Regeneration Buildings (“‘ORS”), impact on areas of public open space and
recreation (and mitigation) and construction management of activity around other
development. PCC also re-emphasised their concerns around air quality. PCC are
also members of the East Solent Coastal Partnership and were present at meetings
with that partnership, discussing cable installation through Milton Common and
interaction with the ESCP’s Phase 4 coastal works.

A key concern for PCC has been the potential effects on traffic due to the onshore
cable installation. As is discussed in the Chapter 22 of the ES (Document Reference
6.1.22) the Applicant agreed the proposed methodology with both HCC Highways
and PCC Highways for assessing the impacts of the Proposed Development and
Onshore Cable installation in a Transport Assessment Scoping Note.

In addition, as a direct result of comments raised in both PCC and HCC'’s consultation
responses concerning construction impacts on the wider road network the Applicant
undertook modelling to inform the Transport Assessment using the Solent Transport
Sub-Regional Transport Model (“SRTM”). This model is a multi-modal strategic
transport model for Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth and includes public
transport networks and the strategic and local highway networks. It is operated by a
consultancy called SYSTRA under contract to Solent Transport. The scope of the
modelling and assumptions used were shared with and agreed by both HCC and
PCC before modelling commenced.

The Applicant shared initial results of the SRTM modelling with both PCC and HCC.
The consultation responses from PCC and generally, together with feedback
received in ongoing engagement, has informed the content of the draft Framework
Traffic Management Strategy (“FTMS”) and draft Framework Construction Traffic
Management Strategy submitted with the Application. Discussions on the potential
for night-working along Eastern Road was also discussed to minimise impacts
further, this being something PCC has undertaken previously.
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16.3.2.9.

16.3.2.10.

16.3.2.11.

16.3.2.12.

16.3.2.13.

16.3.2.14.

16.3.2.15.

16.3.2.16.

16.3.2.17.
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Principles of the draft Framework Traffic Management Strategy and have been
discussed with PCC, including communications strategy for local community prior to
any onshore cable construction start. Discussions on both documents will be ongoing
post Application submission.

Discussions on the design and location of the ORS buildings proposed at the landfall
location were also discussed. A parameter based approach to the ORS buildings has
been proposed providing the opportunity for the design to be discussed and agreed
with PCC post consent. Landscaping and flood risk for the buildings has also been
discussed with officers.

Contaminated land and proposals for mitigation, in particular for Milton Common,
have been discussed with the contaminated land officer. Comments and information
from records reviewed have informed the EIA.

In meetings with PCC elected members the Applicant responded to questions on the
need for the Proposed Development and optioneering. In particular elected members
requested that the Applicant considered funding or installation a bridge over the A27
for cyclists and pedestrians with the cable being hung underneath as an alternative
to HDD under the A27. In addition, the Applicant was encouraged to minimise impact
on Eastern Road as much as possible, with suggestions to use the golf-course
adjacent to Eastern Road. These have been considered the Applicant and
information on this is set out in Chapter 2 of the ES (Document Reference document
reference 6.1.22).

The Applicant also updated PCC of the Targeted Consultation, proposed further land
referencing and DCO process.

Hampshire County Council

The Applicant has had several meetings and had telephone calls with members of
the HCC highways team regularly in the period since the close of the consultation.
The methodology for the Transport Assessment was shared and agreed with HCC
(as with PCC) as was the scoping note for the SRTM modelling undertaken to
respond to HCC and PCC feedback on the statutory consultation where a
requirement for a wider scale assessment was identified.

The approach to traffic management was discussed and a detailed discussion of the
proposed Onshore Cable Corridor was undertaken with the HCC Street Works team
to explain the approach to cable installation and constraints to be considered.

The approach to street works and powers proposed in the DCO was explained
together with a discussion on how the Applicant might work with the street works
team prior to construction start.

The Applicant shared initial results from the SRTM modelling with both PCC and
HCC. The consultation responses from HCC and generally, together with feedback
received in ongoing engagement, have informed the content of the draft Framework
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Traffic Management Strategy (‘FTMS”) and draft Framework Construction Traffic
Management Strategy submitted with the Application. Discussions on the potential
for night-working on the A3 was also discussed to minimise impacts further.

Principles of the traffic management strategy have been discussed with HCC,
including communications strategy for local community prior to any onshore cable
construction start. Discussions on both documents will be ongoing post Application
submission.

Drawings and indicative design in relation to the access to the Converter Station at
Broadway Lane and Day Lane were shared with HCC which took on board comments
raised in their consultation approach and feedback was requested.

The Applicant also updated HCC of the Targeted Consultation, proposed further land
referencing and DCO process.

Winchester City Council, East Hampshire District Council and South Downs
National Park Authority

A series of dedicated Converter Station design meetings have been held between
the above authorities in relation to the design and landscaping for the Converter
Station. Separate meetings were also held with WCC planning officers, EHDC
officers (for example Environmental Health Officers regarding noise) and SDNPA to
discuss their specific responses and concerns.

Meetings specifically with EHDC were held with environmental health officers on
noise to progress the EIA and their consultation response.

A meeting with SDNPA was held to discuss their consultation response, in particular
in relation to impact on Monarch’s Way and approach to landscape assessment and
mitigation. Discussions were then progressed through the Converter Station design
meetings.

Havant Borough Council

A meeting was held with HBC following the consultation close to discuss HBC’s
consultation response. HBC confirmed that HCC highways were leading on the
highway input. Recommendations to speak to local councillors were progressed by
the Applicant and an update on Application progress provided to HBC.

Natural England

Meetings have been held with NE to discuss onshore ecology, in particular in relation
to mitigation around Denmead Meadows for the HDD compound at entry and exit
points. Technical proposals for HDD under Denmead Meadows were shared and
discussed.
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Environment Agency

The Applicant has met with the Environment Agency and engaged with them on
several occasions since the consultation together with Portsmouth Water. More
detail of discussions are set out in the ground water, surface water chapters of the
ES (document references: 6.1.19 and 6.1.20 respectively).

Highways England

A response was not received from Highways England to the February — April 2019
statutory consultation.

The Applicant had previously met with Highways England in 2018 and contacted
them after the consultation period and arranged a meeting with them on 31 May 2019.
Highways England did not express a concern regarding the cable route as it was off
the Strategic Road Network, but did ask to meet with an engineer to discuss the
proposals for HDD under the A27M and potential impact on structures in their
ownership.

Due to modelling on the wider road network being undertaken in response to
consultation responses from PCC and HCC, Highways England were present at a
meeting with HCC on 13 September 2019. Further information on design of the HDD
and HDD contractors was requested and subsequently provided by the Applicant.
Technical studies on the proposed HDD have been forwarded to Highways England
and ongoing engagementis undemay.

Table 16-2 - Summary of key stakeholder meetings May 2019 — October 2019

Date Attendees Main topics of discussion
15/05/19 ESCP Update on progress and consultation responses.
Milton Common proposals and design of sea
defences.
Phase 4 ESCP works and the Proposed
Development.
29/05/19 Portsmouth Discussions in relation to land adjacent to Farlington
Water and EA Avenue.
31/05/19 Highways General project update and scope of Transport
England Assessment.
12/06/19 SDNPA SDNPA consultation response and consultation
feedback. Further landscape work being
AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR WSP
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Date Attendees
12/06/19 EHDC, HBC
12/06/19 PCC
(contaminated
land officer)
13/06/19 WCC
17/06/19 WCC, EHDC,
(Environmental

Health Officers)

20/06/19 HCC

21/06/19 WCC, EHDC,
SDNPA

03/07/19 PCC

AQUINDs=s

Main topics of discussion

undertaken, including landscape impact of Converter
Station when viewed from Monarch’s Way.

Design constraints due to technical requirements.
Access track.
EHDC and HBC consultation response and

consultation feedback. Update on further landscape
work to be carried out.

Access track impact on Day Lane (fundamental
concern to EHDC). Technical constraints

Countryside route proposed by EHDC and HBC and
constraints.

Use of West of Waterlooville Major Development
Area.

Community fund.

Review of historical records of contaminated land.

WCC consultation response and consultation
feedback.

Update on additional landscape work being
undertaken and further development of design.

Optioneering for Converter Station and Onshore
Cable Corridor.

Community fund — a legacy fund

Noise assessment. Update and discussion on
approach to construction of onshore cable.
Transport Assessment scope.

3'd Converter Station Design meeting.

Onshore Cable Corridor update on technical work.
Transport Assessment scope.
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Date Attendees

05/07/19 HCC

06/07/19 PCC
(Landscape)

10/07/19 WCC, SDNPA

17/07/19 NE

23/07/19 EA, Portsmouth
Water, PCC,
HCC-and-ESCPk

06/08/19 EHDC, HBC,
PCC
(Environmental

Health Officers)

06/08/19 WCC (Heritage
and
archaeology)

13/08/19 WCC

AQUINDs=s

Main topics of discussion

Transport SRTM scoping note (methodology and
assumptions)

Onshore Cable Corridor and street works.

Ability of Applicant to undertake works in highway.
Traffic management measures.

Viewpoints, visualisations and mitigation
requirements for ORS buildings at landfall.

4th Converter Station Design meeting.

Indicative landscape mitigation plans including initial
off-site mitigation.

Updates to ecological survey results.

Mitigation proposals for Denmead Meadows
discussed and effects on Milton Common SINC.

Flood risk workshop.
Update on Proposed Development.
Flood risk profile within the Order Limits.

Surface water resources and flood risk assessment.
permitting requirements.

Potential constraints at Converter Station.
The crossing of the ESCP flood defences.

Construction noise and vibration — Onshore Cable
Corridor.

Geophysical surveys results and proposed strategy
for mitigation.

Converter Station.
Alternatives.
Application preparation.
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Date Attendees

20/08/19 WCC, SDNPA,
EHDC

22/08/19 PCC

22/08/19 First Group
Buses

23/08/19 HCC

28/08/19 NE

30/08/19 ESCP,PCC

10/09/19 PCC

13/09/19 HCC, Highways
England

25/09/19 PCC

08/10/19 WCC

24/10/19 Langstone
Harbour
Authority

27/10/19 HBC

AQUINDs=s

Main topics of discussion

Ecology surveys.

5t Converter Station Design meeting

Onshore Cable Corridor — optioneering update.
ORS buildings at landfall.
DCO process.

Impact on Furze Lane bus route.

Initial results from SRTM modelling.
Denmead Meadows and mitigation.

Progression of discussions regarding Milton
Common and Phase 4 ESCP works.

ORS buildings at landfall.

Utilities and groundwater.

Outcome of SRTM modelling. Individual junctions
discussed.

Update.

Proposals for HDD under A27.

Street works.

Project update — discussion of progress on Order
Limits, ORS at landfall and DCO process.

Project update.

Intertidal birds and seasonal restrictions to
construction works to minimise disturbance to
wintering birds and intertidal habitats avoided
through HDD.

Application update.
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16.3.3. ENGAGEMENT ON MARINE RESPONSES TO FEEDBACK RECEIVED ON PEIR
CHAPTERS 6-14 — JUNE TO SEPTEMBER 2019

16.3.3.1. Following the end of the February — April 2019 statutory consultation the Applicant
continued discussions with marine consultees to address responses received and
progress the EIA.

16.3.3.2. The table below lists the various meetings undertaken, with further specific detail
about the issue discussed contained inthe Sections below.

Table 16-3 - Meetings with Marine Consultees

Date Attendees Main topics of discussion
7 May 2019 MMO, Cefas, Natural England To discuss the approach to
and the JNCC dredge and disposal activities
during seabed preparation
works.
27 June 2019 Natural England Meeting to discuss Natural

England’s PEIR comments. A
briefing note outlining how the
Applicant proposed to address
Natural England’s comments
was provided ahead of the
meeting and formed the basis of
the discussions. (See Section
16.3.3.3 below).

18 July 2019 MMO Meeting to discuss the MMOQO's
PEIR comments. A briefing note
outlining how the Applicant
proposed to address the MMQO's
comments was provided ahead
of the meeting and formed the
basis of the discussions. (See
Section 16.3.3.3 below).

25 July 2019 Natural England To discuss feedback on the draft
dML (See Section 16.3.7 below).
1 August 2019 MMO To discuss feedback on the draft
dML. (See Section 16.3.7
below).
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Date Attendees Main topics of discussion

To discuss feedback on the draft
HRA Report. The draft HRA
Report was provided for
comment prior to the meeting
and Natural England’s
comments were received by
Natural Power 20 September
20109.

30 September Natural England

2019

To discuss the Landfall works for
the Proposed Development and
possible impacts to vessel
access to and from Langstone
Harbour. (See Section 16.3.2
below).

9 October 2019 Langstone Harbour Board

16.3.3.3. Natural Power prepared ‘briefing notes’ outlining responses to comments received
from key stakeholders during the Section 42 consultation. Briefing notes were issued
to the stakeholders outlined in Table 16.4.

16.3.3.4. These briefing notes provided a platform for ongoing engagement with consultees.

Table 16.4 outlines the consultees who briefing notes have been agreed with and
these notes will form the basis of the Statements of Common Ground with consultees
to be developed post submission of the Application.

Table 16-4 - Stakeholders issued with briefing notes outlining responses to
comments received on PEIR

Stakeholder

Date issued/method

Briefing note agreed?

Natural England

MMO

Issued via email on 24 June
2019.

Meeting took place to discuss
responses on 27 June 2019.
Outcomes of meeting were
incorporated into briefing note
(Appendix 5.1.7C).

Issued via email on 9 July 2019.

Meeting took place to discuss
responses on 18 July 2019.
Outcomes of meeting were

Yes, agreed via email on 19 July
2019.

Yes, agreed via email on 19
September 2019.
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Stakeholder

Date issued/method

AQUi

Briefing note agreed?

16.3.4.

16.3.4.1.

16.3.4.2.

16.3.4.3.

16.3.5.

16.3.5.1.

Environment
Agency

JNCC

Historic England

Southern IFCA

British Marine
Aggregates
Producers
Association

incorporated into briefing note
(Appendix 5.1.7D.

Issued via email on 28 July 2019
(Appendix 5.1.7E.

Issued via email on 2 August
2019 (Appendix 5.1.7F.

Issued via email on 2 August
2019 (Appendix 5.1.7G.

Issued via email on 28 August
2019 (Appendix 5.1.7H

Issued via email on 13
September 2019 (Appendix
5.1.71

Yes, agreed via email on 20
August 2019.

Yes, agreed via email on 13
August 2019.

Yes, minor comments received
via email on 27 August 2019.

No response received at time of
writing.

No response received at time of
writing.

HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING PORTSEA ISLAND TO MAINLAND
UPDATE - JUNE 2019

Further to an action resulting from the meeting held in January 2019 with the MMO,
and subsequent email correspondence in March 2019, further advice was requested
from the MMO in relation to whether the HDD works between Portsea Island and the
mainland to be undertaken could be considered as an exempt activity.

This request was posed because the bored tunnel will travel from a location above
MHWS from Portsea Island to a location above MHWS on the mainland. Natural
Power provided a design drawing to the MMO of the proposed HDD works in this
regard.

The MMO responded on 4 June 2019 via email that based on the information
provided, and assuming the activity meets the conditions listed in Article 35 of the
Marine Licensing (Exempt Activities) (Amendment) Order 2019, these works would
be considered exempt and not require a marine licence.

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT DEEMED MARINE LICENCE - JULY 2019

A draft dML was drafted by Herbert Smith Freehills LLP (the Applicant’s legal advisor)
and Natural Power and distributed to consultees on 1 July 2019 for consultation.
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Table 16.5 lists the stakeholders who were consulted and the methods of
consultation.

Meetings were held with Natural England and the MMO to discuss their feedback in

more detail. All the feedback received from stakeholders then informed an updated
revision of the dML for submission (document reference 3.1).

Table 16-5 - Stakeholders consulted on draft dML

Stakeholder

Date issued/method

Feedback received?

MMO

Natural England

JNCC

Environment

Agency

Historic England

MCA

Trinity House

1 July 2019 via email. A meeting
was also held on 1 August 2019
to discuss MMO feedback.

1 July 2019 via email. A meeting
was also held on 25 July 2019 to
discuss Natural England
feedback.

1 July 2019 via email.

1 July 2019 via email.

1 July 2019 via email.

1 July 2019 via email.

1 July 2019 via email.

Yes. Written feedback from the
MMO was received on 31 July
2019 which formed the basis for
discussion in the meeting held
on 1 August 2019.

Yes. Written feedback from

Natural England was received
on 17 July 2019 which formed
the basis for discussion in the
meeting held on 25 July 2019.

Yes. Written feedback was
received from JNCC on 24 July
2019.

Yes. Written feedback was
received from the Environment
Agency on 31 July 2019.

Yes. Written feedback was
received from Historic England
on 24 July 2019.

Yes. Written feedback was
received from MCA on 9 August
2019.

Yes. Written feedback was
received from Trinity House on
30 July 2019.
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SOUTHERN IFCA CONSULTATION ON NATIVE OYSTERS - JUNE 2019

On the advice of Natural England (PEIR feedback), Natural Power engaged with
Southern IFCA via email (12 June 2019), to enquire about figures relating to native
oyster stocks and where oyster beds are located in and around the Solent.

On 27 June 2019, Southern IFCA provided a report on the Oyster Stock Survey 2018
and links to a Management Plan. This was followed up with the provision of shapefiles
identifying known oyster beds in the Solent to inform shellfish assessments in the
EIA.

CONSULTATION ON APPROACH TO CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT -
AUGUST 2019

Natural Power engaged with the MMO for advice on the approach taken to assess
the cumulative effects for the Proposed Development. Natural Power provided the
MMO with a draft cumulative effects assessment via email on 19 August 2019 and
asked whether the MMO considered the approach to be satisfactory.

The MMO responded on 2 October 2019, advising that they were satisfied with the
approach taken and the long list of projects considered but the Southsea Coastal
Defence scheme should also be included inthe cumulative effect assessments. This
project has now been incorporated into the cumulative effects assessments.

CONSULTATION ON DRAFT TEMPLATE FOR STATEMENT OF COMMON
GROUND - AUGUST 2019

In order to begin drafting Statements of Common Ground (‘SOCG’) with relevant
consultees, Natural Power sought feedback from the MMO (via email 30 August
2019) and both NE and JNCC (via email on 22 August 2019) on the draft SOCG
template produced by Natural Power, based on recommendations on structure
provided by consultees in previous meetings. Feedback was received from NE via
email on 11 September 2019 which will be used to inform the development of the
SOCG post submission.

Natural Power informed the MMO, NE and JNCC via email on 7 October 2019 of the
revised approach to SOCG. The approach is now to develop these documents with
the relevant consultees post-submission of the Application as this will provide more
time to consult on the documents as they are being developed.

CONSULTATION ON APPROACH TO HERRING AND SANDEEL
ASSESSMENTS - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019

Following the meeting to discuss the MMOs feedback on the PEIR (18 July 2019),
Natural Power continued to engage with the MMO (and their scientific advisors
Cefas) on the approach to herring and sandeel assessments in the ES.
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On 2 August 2019, Natural Power consulted the MMO on the revised approach to
herring and sandeel assessments. Feedback was received by the MMO on 26
September 2019 confirming that the MMO are broadly content with the revised
approach.

CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS ACCESS TO LANGSTONE
HARBOUR - SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019

Natural Power provided an update via email to the NAB User Group meeting
attendees held on the 5 September 2019. The minutes of this meeting revealed that
Langstone Harbour raised concerns about the proximity of landfall works to the
entrance to Langstone Harbour and potential impacts on the approach and departure
of dredger vessels operating to and from Langstone Harbour.

In response to these concerns, Natural Power provided Langstone Harbour with
additional information regarding the landfall works on 18 September 2019. This
information included different scenarios of placement of plant/vessels associated with
landfall works, depending on differing works alignments, which will be advised by
contractors once appointed. Further information was also provided on the likely
duration of works at these locations as well as the types of vessels and current
indicative programme of works.

In addition, a meeting was held at Langstone Harbour Board Offices on 9 October
2019 to discuss these concerns further with Langstone Harbour. At this meeting,
Natural Power provided a summary of key milestones for the Proposed Development
over the last 12 months as well as a high-level summary of the Proposed
Development. The current proposals for HDD works in the area of Langstone Harbour
were discussed including the scope of the works and the vessels which will be used
in construction. It was agreed that further information was required on aspects such
as programme and timings, methodologies for HDD works and communication and
co-ordination plans, to enable Langstone Harbour to fuly understand the
implications. Natural Power advised that these proposals will be developed once
contractors have been assigned for the works and that areas of potential concern
raised by Langstone Harbour will feed into the procurement process for contractors.
Attendees atthe meeting discussed the best way for further information on the project
to be shared with key stakeholders. Natural Power agreed to notify Langstone
Harbour when the DCO application has been submitted.

CONSULTATION ON THE MARINE WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE
ASSESSEMENT - SEPTEMBER 2019

The draft Marine Water Framework Directive (WFD) assessment was issued to the
Environment Agency (‘EA’) for comment via email on 2 September 2019. Feedback
was received from the EA on 26 September 2019 with one query relating to potential
impacts on Eastney Bathing Waters monitoring point location. Natural Power has
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addressed the query which is detailed in Chapter 7 Marine Water and Sediment
Quality (Document Ref. 6.1.7) and the Marine WFD assessment (Appendix 7.1,
Document Ref. 6.3.7.1).

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT MARINE HABITAT REGULATIONS
ASSESSMENT REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2019

The draft Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) for marine elements was issued to
stakeholders for consultation via email on 3 September 2019. The draft HRA was
issued to the following consultees:

* Natural England;

* JNCC,;

* Environment Agency; and

* Alderney Wildlife Trust.
All four organisations provided feedback on the draft HRA at the end of September
2019. An additional teleconference meeting was held with NE on 30 September 2019
to discuss the feedback. The details of the advice received and how it has been
addressed is further detailed in the Appendix 4 of the HRA Report (Document Ref.
6.8.3.4)

CONSULTATION ON THE OUTLINE WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION -
SEPTEMBER 2019

The draft Outline WSI was issued to Historic England for consultation via email on 5
September 2019. Advice was received from them on 24 September 2019 which
informed the revised Outline WSI submitted with the Application (Appendix 14.3,
Document Ref. 6.3.14.3).

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT MARINE CONSERVATION ZONE
ASSESSMENT - SEPTEMBER 2019

The draft Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) assessment was issued to Natural
England and JNCC for consultation via email on 13 September 2019. Advice was
received from them on the 8 and 9 October 2019 respectively which informed the
revised MCZ Assessment submitted with the Application (Appendix 8.5, Document
Ref. 6.3.8.5).

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT DISPOSAL SITE CHARACTERISATION
REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2019

In a meeting held on 7 May 2019 to discuss the approach to dredge and disposal
activities as part of seabed preparation works, it was agreed that a disposal site
characterisation report should be produced to support the Application for the
designation of parts of the Marine Cable Corridor as a disposal site.
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The draft Disposal Site Characterisation Report was issued to the MMO for
consultation via email on 20 September 2019. The MMO confirmed that they will be
consulting their scientific advisors Cefas to inform their response to the consultation.

Following consultation with their advisors at Cefas, the MMO requested further
clarification on the number of sediment samples which had been collected for
contaminant analysis as well as the number of sediment samples collected for
particle size distribution analysis. Natural Power provided this information and
confirmed that it would be included with the Disposal Site Characterisation Report in
the Application.

CONSULTATION ON APPROACH TO NON-BURIAL CABLE PROTECTION
CONTIGENCY SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019

Natural Power consulted the MMO via email on 9 September 2019 with regard to the
rationale for calculations of an additional 10 % contingency for non-burial protection
placed during the first 15 years post cable installation for repair and maintenance
activities. This topic had previously been discussed inthe meeting held with the MMO
on 9 September 2018 (see Appendix 5.1.3F) as such a mechanism can prevent
incremental increases in cable protection through numerous separate licences for the
lifetime of the Proposed Development. The MMO responded on 11 October 2019 to
confirm that the rationale proposed is satisfactory, however this matter will require
further discussion post-submission as both the MMO and NE have recently held
workshops on the approach (i.e. including contingency for non-burial protection
measures during post construction) and are still developing formal advice.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ON FEATURES OF FRENCH
NATURA 2000 SITES

A report summarising the draft assessments on potential environmental effects on
the features of French Natura 2000 sites was issued to French authorities for their
information by email on 14 October 2019. The report was sent to Direction Régionale
de 'Environnement, de TAménagement et du Logement. No response to this report
had been received at the time of writing.
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17.

AQUINDEsS

DESIGN CHANGES AND MITIGATION AS A
RESULT OF STATUTORY CONSULTATION

171.

17.1.1.1.

17.1.1.2.

17.1.1.3.

INTRODUCTION

As aresult of responses received from stakeholders during the statutory consultation
period, a number of changes or refinements to the Proposed Development have been
implemented. Further measures to mitigate against potential impacts have also been
adopted for the application. Between the close of the consultation period and
submission of the DCO application the project team continued engagement with local
authorities and consultees on their consultation responses. Landowner discussions
were also ongoing. These discussions also shaped the further refinement of the
Proposed Development. In addition, further engagement was undertaken as part of
the EIA process and this also influenced the application.

A summary of the ongoing engagement undertaken by the project team is set out in
Chapter 16.

A summary of design changes and additional mitigation proposed as a result of the
statutory consultation is set out below. Where discussion on the changes and
mitigation is still ongoing this has been highlighted. Where reference is made to cable
route options these refer to the options presented in the statutory consultation.
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Table 17-1 - Design changes and additional mitigation adopted for the application

Measure

Description

Consultation influence

D=

AQUI

Reference

Refinement of Converter
Station boundary

Refinement of Onshore
Cable Corridor

Section 2 - Anmore

Addition of land for landscape mitigation to provide more
screening through planting and strengthening of hedgerows
and protection of existing hedgerows.

Further detail provided for design principles for Converter
Station.

Addition of screening in the form of hedgerows and trees
along edge of proposed Access Road.

Splitting of attenuation pond from one into two.

Alternation of proposed access to Converter Station Area
from Day Lane/ Broadway Lane.

Undergrounding of Scottish and Southern. Electricity
overhead line

Movement of Onshore Cable Corridor slightly towards the
centre of the field.

To address concerns raised by WCC, SDNPA, EHDC,
publicity and local community. For example, revision of
mitigation in relation to Monarch’s Way. These have

evolved in consultation with WCC, SDNPA and EHDC.

To address concerns raised by WCC, SDNPA, EHDC,
publicity and local community. For example, General
Principles within the Design and Access Statement state,
“Where practicable and subject to environmental
constraints the Converter Station construction platform
would be cut into the hill slope to reduce the ridge level of
the building”, due to the restrictions associated with the
geological features and aquifer in the Converter Station
Area.

To address concerns from SDNPA and WCC in relation to
landscape and visual impact of proposed Access Road.

To address comments from SDNPA to create biodiversity
benefits.

To address comments from HCC requesting details and
expressing concern about forward visibility. Details being
discussed with HCC.

Required to accommodate AlLs to the Converter Station
Site. Undergrounding proposed to provide visual impact
benefit rather than moving overhead line.

To reflect landowner discussions and further ecological
survey work.

Chapter 15 of the ES,
Landscape and Visual Amenity
(Doc Ref: 6.1.15).

Design and Access Statement
(Doc Ref: 5.5).

Outline Landscape and
Biodiversity Strategy (Doc Ref:
6.10).

Design and Access Statement
(Doc Ref: 5.5).

Chapter 15 of the ES,
Landscape and Visual Amenity
(Doc Ref: 6.1.15).

Chapter 16 of the ES, Onshore
Ecology (Doc Ref: 6.1.16).

Chapter 22 of the ES, Traffic
and Transport (Doc Ref :6.1.22).

Chapter 3 of the ES, Description
of the Proposed Development
(Doc Ref 6.1.3).

Chapter 16 of the ES, Onshore
Ecology (Doc Ref: 6.1.16)
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Measure

Description

Consultation influence

D=

AQUI

Reference

Section 3 — Denmead/
Kings Pond Meadow

Section 4 — Hambledon
Road to Burnham Road

Section 5 — Farlington
Avenue

Discounting of cable route option 3C “Highways Route”
through Martine Avenue and Mill Road.

Confirmation of option 3B. The cables would enter Kings
Pond by trench on its northern boundary and continue to
the south via HDD from the field south of the SINC
(avoiding the designation).

Mitigation measures to reduce impact on high value
grassland north of Hambledon Road have been identified
including a reduced HDD compound area.

Removal of roads included in the non-statutory consultation
for flexibility around Forest End roundabouit.

Removal of Boundary Way.

Inclusion of additional land in vicinity of Ladybridge
Roundabout.

Removal of cable route options 5B (with sub-options) and
5C. Retention of Cable Corridor along Farlington Avenue
(Option 5A) with flexibility to use some Portsmouth Water
land and Evelegh Road (Option 5BIV).

Addition of traffic management measures to minimise
impact on Farlington Avenue and Havant Road, including
consideration of school terms times in Evelegh road

To reflect feedback from local community, WCC and HCC
in relation to traffic disruption concerns raised with option
3C.

HDD and appropriate mitigation at entry and exit points
proposed to address concerns raised by Natural England
and Environment Agency. Discussions with Natural
England are ongoing regarding location of southern HDD
compound.

To minimise impact on residential amenity of roads and
avoid narrow bends which would be challenging for cable
installation.

To minimise impact on residential amenity of roads.

To address concerns raised about traffic disruption and to
accommodate land proposed for highway adoption
associated with ongoing highway improvements to
facilitate future phases of the West Waterlooville MDA.

To reflect discussions with Portsmouth Water and further
technical work undertaken to assess feasibility of utilising
Portsmouth Water land to keep cable route off Farlington
Avenue. Other than option 5B(IV) the other options were
not found to be technically feasible due to other utilities
within Portsmouth Water land.

To address concerns raised by local community in relation
to use of Farlington Avenue, impact on residents and the
two schools on and near Evelegh Road.

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 16 of the ES, Onshore
Ecology (Doc Ref: 6.1.16).

Chapter 19 of the ES,
Groundwater (Doc Ref: 6.1.19).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 22 of the ES, Traffic
and Transport (Doc Ref: 6.1.22).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.22).

Chapter 22 of the ES, Traffic
and Transport (Doc Ref: 6.1.22).
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Measure

Description

Consultation influence

AQUI

Reference

Section 6 — Zetland Field
and Sainsbury’s Car

Park

Section 7 — Farlington

Junction to Airport
Service Road

Section 8 — Eastern

Road (adjacent to Great
Salterns Golf Course) to

Moorings Way

Refinement of site boundary to route the Onshore Cable
Corridor through the western edge of Zetland Field.

Refinement of the site boundary in Farlington Playing
Fields.

Refinement of site boundary area for HDD under A27 and
Langstone Harbour.

Refinement of Onshore Cable Corridor around Baffins
Rovers football ground with flexibility provided.

It has not been possible to fully refine the site boundary in
this section due to additional investigation to the works and
mitigation associated with the contaminated land and
ground conditions. The following options have been
retained: Option 8B Eastern Road/Eastern
Avenue/Moorings Way (where there is potential to use the
verge and cycle path to avoid installation in the road itself);
Option 8C Milton Common adjacent to the footpath which
forms part of the sea defences; Option 8C(ll) via the
western edge of Milton Common and onto Moorings Way.
The edge of Milton Common has the potential for utility
congestion.

Western edge of Moorings Way between the junction of
Eastern Road, Velder Avenue and Eastern Avenue has
been remove.

Velder Avenue has also been removed.

To address general concerns around traffic disruption.

Reflects further consideration of extent of land needed and
to address comments made by PCC regarding use of
open space and recreational areas.

Reflects further technical work undertaken regarding
potential alignment for HDD.

To address comments made by PCC regarding
recreational areas and to minimise disruption to the
football ground as much as possible.

Discussions have been ongoing with the EA and PCC
regarding the use of Milton Common and the removal of
contaminated land in principle has been agreed.
Proposals for mitigation and remediation have been put
forward.

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 25 of the ES, Socio-
economics (Doc Ref: 6.1.25).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 18 of the ES, Ground
Conditions (Doc Ref: 6.1.18).
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Measure

Description

Consultation influence

AQUI

Reference

Section 9 — Moorings

Way to Bransbury Road

Addition of small HDD in the corner of Milton Common in
the top western corner.

Refinement of site boundary in University of Portsmouth
Langstone Harbour campus. Flexibility is retained by
inclusion of the dedicated bus route: Furze Lane and/or a

route east, along the edge of the campus grounds with due

consideration of the impact on the playing fields.

Technical work has confirmed that HDD under the

allotments in Milton is practicable and therefore option 9B(l)

has been taken forward.

An HDD compound would be located in the car park of the
Thatched House public house and in the Kingsley Road
Open Space. Further provides the ability to route the cable
through Yeo Court and the northern extent of Bransbury
Park and/or along Kingsley Road to the junction with

Ironbridge Lane before routing south through the pedestrian

access into Bransbury Park.
A path through the allotments has been retained for

pedestrian use by contractors in relation to the HDD works.

As a result of confirmation of option 9B(l) the following
roads were removed:

e Locksway Road from Milton allotment access and Meryl
Road, Ironbridge Lane, Redlands Grove and Tideway
Gardens;

eHighway access to allotments from Waterlock Gardens
and Seaway Crescent;

e Gardens and Seaway Crescent; and

e \Western edge of allotments.

Refinement to the site boundary in Bransbury Park by
removing the skate park, pavilion and the majority of the
tree lined access.

Added following consultation response and further
engagement with East Solent Coastal Partnership to take
account of alignment of existing flood defence bunds to
avoid impact.

To minimise impact on the University playing fields and
future development of the campus being considered by
the University through the retention of Furze Lane, with
flexibility should constraints of utilities and trees be
identified.

To reflect the preferred option identified in the feedback
forms and comments from PCC to keep the cable corridor
off Milton Road to minimise traffic disruption on Milton
Road and residential roads.

To address consultation response preference for option
9B(l) HDD under allotments and to minimise disruption to

residential streets following confirmation of HDD as viable.

To address comments by PCC to minimise impact on
public open space and provide reassurance on extent of
area needed around recreational space.

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 20 of the ES, Surface
Water Resources and Flood
Risk (Doc Ref: 6.1.20).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).
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Measure

Description

Consultation influence

D=

AQUI

Reference

Section 10 — Eastney
(Landfall)

Other Mitigation

Navigation Risk

Refinement to the site boundary by the removal of the
majority of the Frazer Range site.

Addition of small area of land by Fort Cumberland Road

Refinement of the site boundary for the HDD works from
marine to onshore under the Caravan Park.

Additional targeted circulation of information about the
Proposed Development to ports and harbours and regular
commercial operators (e.g. ferries) prior to marine works
commencing.

Additional circulation of information to relevant local sailing
clubs along the south coast of the UK to increase the
likelihood that sailors are made aware of the temporary
installation work.

Scheduling of any marine cabling works to avoid significant
races (e.g. Cowes Week, Round the Island Race) if
possible.

Embedded mitigation that agreement of Cable Burial and
Installation Plan (through the deemed Marine Licence
(‘dML")) includes vessel procedures required:

- for installation within the Dover Straits TSS in consultation
with the Dover CNIS and Dover Straits TSS Working Group
forum; and

To address concerns raised by the developers of the
proposed Frazer Range development.

To reflect further consideration of site boundary and
ensure full inclusion of the highway adjacent to Landfall —
this was subject to targeted consultation.

To reflect further technical work undertaken and provide
clarity for PCC (owners of the caravan park), its
leaseholder and users of the park.

To address concerns raised by MCA, MMO and ABP
Southampton (and Langstone Harbour) regarding potential
impacts to vessels and navigational safety, including on
the approach in to Langstone Harbour.

To address concerns raised by MCA and MMO regarding
potential impacts to navigation and for recreational vessels
in particular.

To address concerns raised by MMO on potential impacts
to recreational sailing and events.

To address concerns raised by MCA, ABP Southampton
(and Langstone Harbour) on potential impact to
navigational safety within the Dover Straits Traffic
Separation Scheme (‘'TSS’) and on the approach to
Langstone Harbour.

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 2 of the ES,
Consideration of Alternatives
(Doc Ref: 6.1.2).

Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation
and Other Marine Users of the
ES (Document Ref. 6.1.13) and
Appendix 13.1 (Document Ref.
6.3.13.1).

Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation
and Other Marine Users of the
ES (Document Ref. 6.1.13) and
Appendix 13.1 (Document Ref.
6.3.13.1).

Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation
and Other Marine Users of the
ES (Document Ref. 6.1.13) and
Appendix 13.1 (Document Ref.
6.3.13.1).

Chapter 13 Shipping, Navigation
and Other Marine Users of the
ES (Document Ref. 6.1.13) and
Appendix 13.1 (Document Ref.
6.3.13.1).
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Measure

Description

Consultation influence

AQUI

D=

Reference

Commercial Fisheries

Marine Archaeology

Benthic Ecology

Construction
Environmental
Management Plan
(‘CEMP’)

Outline Landscape and
Biodiversity Strategy

Framework Traffic
Management Strategy

Construction Traffic
Management Plan

- to manage access to Langstone Harbour when works are

being undertaken in areas adjacent to the harbour
entrance.

Establishment of an Inshore Fisheries Working Group.

Potential over-trawlability assessment in the Solent for
inshore demersal fisheries.

Production of an Outline Written Scheme of Investigation
which identifies measures such as Archaeological
Exclusion Zones and programme of investigation to steer
the final design and identify and implement mitigation.

The final cable route will be micro-routed to avoid any
Annex | reef habitats.

Detalil of the approach to environmental management
during construction.

Details the proposed approach to post-construction
management of landscape and ecological features.

Outlines the proposed approach to traffic management
during Onshore Cable installation including access to
properties and businesses and management of events.

Outlines the proposed approach to management of
construction traffic derived from the Proposed
Development.

To minimise possible impacts to the UK Inshore Fishing
Fleet.

To address Southern IFCA concerns regarding inshore

fishing fleet and to minimise impacts resulting from seabed

obstacles post construction.

Requested by Historic England in order to reduce possible

impacts to marine archaeology.

To address request raised by JNCC in order to mitigate
possible impacts on Annex | stony reef habitat, should
such habitat be identified in the Marine Cable Corridor.

To address concerns raised by local planning authorities
and statutory undertakers in consultation feedback

Produced to address concerns from WCC, SDNPA, EHDC

and responses to local community and publicity.

Drafted to address concerns raised in feedback to the
consultation, in particular from HCC and PCC highways.

Takes account of additional transport modelling
undertaken as a direct result of feedback from HCC and
PCC highways in their consultation responses.

Draft has addressed comments raised by PCC and HCC
highways and responses from local community and
publicity where appropriate.

Chapter 12 Commercial
Fisheries of the ES (Document
Ref. 6.1.12).

Chapter 12 Commercial
Fisheries of the ES (Document
Ref. 6.1.12).

Chapter 14 Marine Archaeology
of the ES (Document Ref.
6.1.14) and Appendix 14.3
(Document Ref. 6.3.14.3).

Chapter 8 Intertidal and Benthic
Habitats of the ES (Document
Ref. 6.1.8).

Marine Outline CEMP
Document Ref. 6.5.

Onshore Outline CEMP
Document Ref. 6.9.

Document Reference: 6.10.

Document reference 6.3.22.1A.

Document reference 6.3.22.2.

Other Management
Plans

Other management plans are set out in the Application, for
example Outline Construction environmental Management
Plan
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18.

AQUINDs=ss
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION
REGULATON (GDPR)

18.1.1.1.

18.1.1.2.

18.1.1.3.

18.1.1.4.

18.1.1.5.

18.1.1.6.

All personal data has been held in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) from 25 May 2018 onwards. Prior to this, all data was held in
accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. The Applicant ensured that its existing
arrangements for data handling were compliant by the time the new provisions came
into force.

A copy of the Data Protection Statement from the February — April 2019 statutory
consultation period is included in Appendix 5.1.7J. Details about the Applicant’s
approach to data protection and GDPR is also included in the SoCC Chapter 7.6
(Appendix 5.1.40).

The Applicant’'s use of social media throughout the process was purely for the
purposes of information provision. Social media was not identified as a consultation
tool to provide feedback but was utilised to provide information about the Proposed
Development, details related to the consultation and to signpost the agreed channels
for feedback provision.

As part of both the January — February 2018 non-statutory and February — April 2019
statutory consultation periods, the Applicant used one social media platform
(Facebook) to advertise the consultation events and direct users to the project’s
consultation website. The Applicant tracked the number of users Vvisiting the
consultation website who had interacted with the social media advert, however no
personal data was gathered from those users as part of this process.

The Applicant’s use of social media was in order to enhance the consultation through
utilising tools that encourage wider participation from a larger and more diverse range
of stakeholder groups, including those considered ‘harder to reach’. The nature of
social media allows for a greater penetration with demographics who may not usually
engage with consultations of this nature, such as the young, the older, or those with
mobility or other accessibility issues.

Use of social media therefore supplemented core engagement channels and more
traditional forms of communication such as exhibitions, newsletters, letters and
emails to ensure a regular flow of information about the Proposed Development and
consultation process throughout the pre-application period, and will continue to be a
source of information through the following phases of development.
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18.1.1.7. The Applicant carefully considered which social media channels to use and decided
that Facebook was the most appropriate for the requirements of this consultation due
to its high usage across a significant range of ages, communities and demographics.
It also allowed for geographically targeted advertising, which allowed the Applicant

to raise the profile of the consultation process in areas closest to the Proposed
Development.
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19.

AQUINDEsS
CONCLUSION

191.

19.1.1.1.

19.1.1.2.

19.1.1.3.

19.1.1.4.

19.1.15.

OVERVIEW

The Applicant has undertaken pre-application consultation in line with the
requirements of the PA 2008 and relevant Government guidance and having regard
to PINS advice notes. The Applicant has consulted with the local community,
statutory consultees and the general public. The Applicant has also sought to engage
with as many stakeholders and those with a potential interest in the Proposed
Development as possible throughout the pre-application process.

The Applicant's non-statutory consultation in January — February 2018 was wide
ranging and extensive. Initial discussions took place in 2016, with significant informal
consultation with prescribed consultees, LPAs, and the local community following
through 2017 and 2018. The Proposed Development was refined as a result of the
feedback received during the January - February 2018 non-statutory consultation, as
well as from meetings and ongoing engagement with consultees prior to and after the
Section 35 Direction was issued by the Secretary of State.

Through reviewing feedback received on the non-statutory consultation, as well as
informal engagement and formal consultation throughout the development of the
SoCC with local authorities, the statutory consultation process was refined to provide
the most appropriate means of engaging with local communities and statutory
consultees. Careful consideration was given to those living within the vicinity of the
Proposed Development (i.e. within the PCZ), and those that may be affected by the
wider impacts of the development.

Engagement, information provision and consultation with consultees was undertaken
via a range of methods designed to be accessible to as wide a range of participants
as possible. Feedback was encouraged through the use of feedback forms, which
could be returned directly at consultation events, via freepost, the website or email.
Written responses could also be submitted for consideration, and a freephone
information line was made available throughout the pre-application process for
consultees to request further information or ask questions of the Applicant team.

The Applicant has recorded, analysed and had regard to all feedback received
throughout the pre-application period. This has resulted in numerous changes and
refinements to the Proposed Development prior to submission of the application. This
is recorded in this report. Where the Applicant has not been able to take forward a
recommendation for a change to the Proposed Development, this has been explained
within this report, or the relevant appendices.
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19.1.1.6.

19.1.1.7.

19.1.1.8.

19.1.1.9.

19.1.1.10.

19.1.1.11.

19.1.1.12.

19.1.1.13.

AQUINDs=s

At the Convertor Station, numerous refinements have been made, including to the
boundary to allow further landscape mitigation to be included, and additional
information on the design principles of the Convertor Station (for example cutting the
construction platform for the building into the hill slope as far as possible to reduce
the ridge level of the building). Additional screening from hedgerows and trees along
the edge of the proposed access road is proposed, as well as alternating the
proposed access to the Convertor Station Area from Day Lane/Broadway Lane to
address concerns over forward visibility. Additional measures such as the splitting of
the attenuation pond from one into two to create biodiversity benefits have also been
proposed in response to feedback from the statutory consultation.

Along the route of the Onshore Cable Corridor, many refinements have been made
in response to feedback from consultees. Most Sections along the route have been
refined to ensure that the route selected has the least potential impacts on the
immediate vicinity, which are a result of highways considerations, landowner
requests, to align with public feedback, or responses from technical consultees.

Additional areas of HDD and refinements to the HDD boundaries required in certain
areas to accommodate HDD works have been identified and included in the final
proposals.

At Landfall, further refinements have been made to the Proposed Development’s site
boundary, including for example the removal of the majority of the Razer Range site,
and refinement to the HDD works site boundary.

Additional traffic management measures have been identified along the onshore
cable corridor to minimise localised disruption as far as possible. The Framework
Traffic Plan has been drafted to address concerns raised in feedback to the
consultation and covers traffic management plans during cable installation, including
accounting for management of events and retaining access to properties and
businesses through the construction period.

A Construction Traffic Management Plan has also been produced to address

concerns raised in feedback about the management of construction traffic derived
from the Proposed Development.

Further work on a Landscape and Biodiversity Management Plan has also been
undertaken to address concerns raised in feedback related to the approach to post-
construction management of landscape and ecological features.

The Applicant will continue to engage with statutory consultees and the local
community throughout the post-submission period to continue to refine its plans, and
ensure ongoing communication with those with an interest in the Proposed
Development.
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19.2.
19.2.1.1.

19.2.1.2.

19.2.1.3.

AQUINDs=s

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

The Applicant has carefully reviewed and had regard to the responses made during
the consultation pursuant to Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the PA 2008 in accordance
with Section 49 of the PA 2008.

In undertaking the consultation in accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the PA
2008, the Applicant has had regard to the Guidance in accordance with the
requirements of Section 50 of the PA 2008, has complied with the requirements
provided for in the APFP Regulations 2009 and the EIA Regulations 2017, and in
doing so has taken into account the advice contained in the non-statutory Advice
Notes published by PINS.

In addition, the Applicant has, when consulting on its proposals for the AQUIND
Interconnector, had regard to and complied with the requirements in relation to
transparency and public participation contained within the Ten-E Regulations.
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